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P this place, unleſs one bziogs a flack of i 4 


telligence ready, for retail, as occaſion map 
quire, it is difficult to furnifh out ſubje&- — 


for a letter. As 1 came here in a ſtate that 1 
i moſt probable a hearſe wauld de my next 


f carriage of conveyance, I took no pains ta an- 
! nounce the arrival of ſo illuſtrious a perſonage z 
J and as the family who haye lent me the uſe of _ 


their houſe are abſent from it, I have no means 
olf introduction to the neighbourhgod. By con- 
; ſequence, I liye alone, and ſhall not be extreme - 
1 ly afflicted when I feel myſelf ſufficiently re- 

2 Vor. I. B covered 


Rn re — 


evyered to venture on 2 return to London, with- 
out hazarding a ſecond illneſs. 
While J have been filent, I have not, how- 
ever, been regardleſs of you. You, and your 
are fair, often croſs my thoughts; and ex- 
cite a wiſh that I could, in an inſtant, know 
how your affairs proceed. This is the chief 
motive to my writing; and, if the beauteous 
dame permits you the uſe of your eyes and hand 
| In any ſervice but her own, do devote an hour 
to ſending one an abſtraft'of:your operations, 
Is ſhe yet the haughty ſhe ?—or, does ſhe view 
your merits and pretenſions in the light I do? 
I wiſh I could, without loſing it myſelf, infuſe 


_ Intb her the regard I entertain for you. But 


even this would avail little, unleſs I could win 
Her father to your fide; for his Prudence, and her 
Frigidity, or whatever elſe you will allow me to 
calf it, are equally your enemies. 
Women in different places, are certainly crea- 
tures of different ſpecies. The ladies of the 
Cape of Good Hope, and thoſe of any part 
of England, can have no more fimilarity of ideas 
or conduct, than quadrupeds and fiſh have of 
propenſities. This is eaſily to be accounted 
for; becauſe their country, their climate, their 
neceflities, and every external circumſtance, 
By are 5 _— But, in my e 
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('3) 
there is full as great, and a much more unae- 
countable diſparity between the females of 
diſtant parts, if any can be called diftant, of 
this diminutive iſland. A St. James s beauty 
not only lives and drefles in a manner peculiar 
to the atmoſphere ſhe breathes—ſhe hears, ſhe 
ſees, ſhe thinks, in a way of her owh ; and 
any intercourſe between her and a ial belle 
would be interrupted at the outlet, by the im- 
mediate perception that, as their organs and 
faculties informed them differently, they muſt 
learn a new language to underſtand | each 
other. | : 
Of this I have N 4d an inſtancs: 100 
know, and have often remarked, bow. little 
inelined the girls of faſhion in town are, to to | 
Wy any civility ſhewn them by. 155 
ſex: they think they confer an oblig gation 
putting it in our power to afhiſt Reed 2 
have ſeen many a lady heartily vexed at being 
forced to receive the aid of a gentleman for 
whom ſhe had no particular penchant. , This | 
truth, I dare ſay, Miſs Burlew has by. this time 
thoroughly inculcated, T need, therefore, fay 
no more on the practice of high-bred ladie: ies. 


How great is the contraft, I am going to ſhew 
you Coming, a few evenings ago, home from 
any preſcribed ride, I entered the court- yard at 

B 2 the 
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the very moment when Argus, the fierce houſe- 
dog, had broken his chain, and ſeiſed on a girl 
- of, I ſuppoſe, ſixteen or ſeventeen years of age, 
who was croſſing towards the houſe. I in- 
ſtantly diſmounted, and reſcued her. She was, 
though not hurt, too much frightened to ſtand ; 
and I carried her to the houſekeeper” $ room. 
Here I was rewarded, when her terror was a 
little over and her ſenſes returned, with.: Aa ſight 
of, I think, the fineſt face I ever law. To no- 
wing that you or IJ have ever gazed on can I 
- compare the beauty of this country girl, It 
was ſuch as, in London: would have awed me 
into fear that, by ſaving, the lady, I might have 
drawn down her diſpleaſure. A flight curtſy, 
or—You ou need not trouble yourſel F any further, Sir; 
1 am very well agam now—would have been 
all the acknowledgment proper for a goddeſs 
in urbe, to condeſcend to; but this Venus, in 
rure, ſeemed fearful that ſhe could not be civil 
enough for my ſervice. I had thanks innumer- 
able; and when, after having left her to recover 
completely without reſtraint, I returned to renew 
my enquiries, ſhe again expreſſed her obligation 
in no unbecoming language I aſſure you, an 
told me think of the girl's ignorant humility, 
George that in her prayers ſbe ſhould always re- 
aner the gentleman who had Javed ber from death, 

| Now, 
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Now, ſaving ber from drunb, was too ferivus'y 
conſtruction to put on the effect of my caſgal 
intervention; for it is not likely that the dog 
would have killed her. But you ſee che poli 
I woold iltuſtrate; you ſee in what Rate mature 
leaves the mind. By what rapid, though inſen- 
ſible degrees muſt the female mind. have dege- 
nerated no refined, I mean, to arrive at 3ts 
faſhionable callofrty4—— 
This morning I have learnt; from the Kind: 
Lomzgenscddch f Mrs. Alice, viee-queen of 
this place, alias lady Rell's houſtkeepet -a 
plauſible, infinuatingy ſenſible woman that 
-the girl is here daily, and will be employed here 
for ſome time 1 had enquired who ſhe was, 
und commehded her beauty, 146 I believe the in- 
formation was intended for a hint; but it is a 
hint I am nbt diſpoſed to take. In an hobbur- 
- able way Inever eould think of her; and by 
diſhonourable means, I would not obtain the 
fineſt woman in the world: and yet I am not 
dead to the power of lovelineſs. Alice kindly 
told me juſt no that her young work-woman 
was come, and, if I choſe to ſee her, I ſhould find 
Her alone in one of the parlours. I think it 
prudent to repel ſuch overtures, and therefore 
. affected indifference. I ſaw madam draw up 
her head with an expreſſive ſneer at my ſang 
Arat B 3 Fen 2 
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freed; but I have ſuffered her to leave me in the 
opinion, that I care not for her work- woman. 
My curioſity is, however, as great as if I had 
owned it. I wiſh to ſee her in the natural ſtate 
of her beauty; and as there are books in the 
room the is fitting in, I can make an excuſe to 
80 ꝗthither. I gol will APE letter 

| Ul L come back. r 1 KA. & 


L — * 


Well, George, I ene e She 
s very lovely ; but ſo timid that I cannot look 

at ber. I enquired, as you may ſuppoſe, how 
ſhe had eſcaped, and had the pleaſure of hearing 
cher ſweet voice aſſure me that ſhe is pure well 
do-day. I did not ſtay five minutes and now 
that I have ſatisfied my curĩoſity, I ſhall 80 no 
more. nid 8 10 beb nes zs oi 

eee and 
mall ſoon obey him if /L continue! well. ond 
me heax/onge: from you before I ſet out. 
an I amz deer George, HHO, A 
* 5 BY N ſincere friend. 
namow-gic wy, ee eee 
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7 F.. Jams "«-fireet, qub Ari, I 76 5; 
Lr =o no man pretend ever to ſay what he 
will, or will not do; for if he is once in 

love, he is no more. maſter of his actions than 
if he were in Bedlam. Dear Frank, do not 
laugh at me. Pity me, for indeed I need your 
pity, if I do not deſerve it. I, who have io 
loudly aſſerted the dignity of man, and preached 
freedom as his inviolable prerogative; have. been, 
for half an hour this morning, on my knees to 
a capricious woman, who heard me with oon 
tempt, and left me in that ridiculous. Wir 
tion. 4 e un: 
My in 1 mug move in a 
retrograde direction. Miſs Burlew is, I think, 
more conſiſtently obdurate than ever; and yet 
1 fee no fayoured rival. Ier father perſiſts in 
his reſolution, that no rake ſhall have ber ; and 
as the world has thought proper to aſſign me 
that genteel character, this prohibition of the 


Si i# 4 


ſingularly unlucky. i in meeting oppoſition: . from 
father and daughter. In common, caſes, I un- 


34 derſtood, 


Anſtance, you are the ſon of a grave citizen, grow. 


2) 


derſtood, that the inclinations of a father were 
Aways counterated by thoſe of the daughter; 
therefore, Miſs Burlew ought, in reaſon and 
propriety, to like me; and as for the appellation 
of rake, ſhe knows nothing of the world if ſhe 
does not conſider it as equal in force of recom- 
wendeten to that of bayonet, at leaſt. 
Tou and 1, my dear Frank, are ſo unalike 

20 ohr. opinions, and almoſt in every thing, 
that I wonder how we came to be friends. Fot 


Ing rich by induſtry and wconomny ; I am the 
nephew df un earl, who hates he ; and will, I 
Ae ſay, leave me his coronet as bare as he 


Df pluck it. You ate, notwithſtanding you 
W wt Teo i. Niehl diſtin#viſhed” in the te- 


eng — 


Find of Tack 4 woman as would make the for- 
tune and ha pack of any man who ſeeks Moc 
ney, And the gentle "aÞriabilitres of the fex— 

while T am . im the difpleaſure of a tes 
Tyrant, whoſe perſon faſeinates me, wealth ris 
vets me; and tember every hour injures and 
| Fifftates me. In ou?” minds we are as oppoſite 
iin our hopes and ſWeeefſes, © You are for the 
Tolidy Lam for the brifliant pleaſures. ' Allyour's 
are to come; alf mine ate exhauſted, Vou aft 
A moſt obedient ſon; Lam a moſt graceleſs ne- 
ber. Tou are reſpected 3 am laughed at: 
2D) Fl 199 > and. 
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and if madam Fortune does hot ſoou give her 
wheel a jerk, Iiſhall ſink into that forlorn con- 
dition the being pitied z for it is ebb-tids with 


my purſe; and u coetion and credit a 
both in the wane. 2 jon. 2} mk NA 
When all my hopes. are at an, end, and the 
5 begins to deſert me, I will, in the true 
ſpirit, of philoſophical retirement, deſert the 
world. A hint in your laſt letter hat pointed 
out a proper place for this purpoſe. I ſhall 
take up my abode in the county of Bedford, 
and neighbourhogd of Eadlip-; and ſerape an 
acquaintance with. your laſs of the vale,, She 
will do for me, though ſhe does nat ſuit you, 
Do you think I would have behaved, as you: 
did ?—it was really quite ſavage. I dare ſay - 
the girh thought my a brute to be @ negligens 
of her. _— 4 T 
I am every day more confirmed in my opi- 
nion about Miſs Denck. You certainly have 
impreſſed her with an idea of your attachment 
to her; and I am ſure ſhe is ill at eaſe. I met 
her at Ranelagh the other night: ſhe talked of 
many of our acquaintance, without naming 


you; and then, pretending to laugh at the num» 
ber of perſons ſhe had mentioned, ſhe ſaid,, 


Well, I believe I have ſpoken of every body—do 
= recolle any of our friends that I have not aſked. 


AITEE22 B 5 Ster? 


( 20)) 
after-?—"twould be pointedly uncivil to make but one 
__exception—PFrank Belvedere, "cried .I.—O' 70 
ſays the ſweet girl, colouring to the eyes, — 
Berto 17 bis health ?\ Ht lus been abſent ſa long 1 had 
almoſt forgot him. Is not this proof? þ 
2 Lam going to try the effect of writing to 
Mifs Burtew. I have not much hope; but this 
angelic woman muſt be wooed in all ways, be. 
fore I give her up. O Frank ! what will be- 
come of me if ſhe finally rejects me, and mar- 
ries another x I ſhal}kill the fellow, whoever 
he is. "Wiſh" me ſucceſs, and let me hear a 
little more of your Phcebe, or Daphne, or An- 
dromeda, or Sabrina; for I do not think the 
matter will end here. Let her be any thing 
only not Mrs. Belvedire—that” place I be- 
ſpeak for pretty Charlotte Denck, as I do the 
Wk 4 in Four male affections for 
Groos SToRFoXB, 
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1 Falle, 14th Abril, 1765. 

J GEORGE, happy is it.for me thatpen and ; 
ſink can acquaint you with the predicament 
1 tand in, beſore you. ſce. me. You would:rally 
me unmercifully; and I cannot bear raillery,+ 
As to all you. fay about Miſs Denck, you ſhalt 
be ſatisſed before I touch on the e 
e vil dub bed L ge 
Lou know. the intimacy between ay 2 
and mine. It began, like our friendſhip, at. 
ſchool; they have had different ſucceſs, in the 
world—my father, as a merchant, has obtained 
a competency ; her's,. as a banker, has amaſſed 
great affluence, From the age of childhood, 
Mifs Denck and I have been much together; 
and I loved her with the fondneſs of à brother, 
till a few months before my illneſs, when I be- 
gan to think, that man would be ſingularly 
happy who ſhould have Charlotte ſor a. wiſe. . 
This ſentiment I earefully concealed, from-con- 
ſiderations of the moſt liberal kind. With her 
perſon, ex pectations, and accompl iſhments, 
eu might chuſe the man ſhe likes from 
: 8 6 | any 


cn) 


any rank: would it not then have been the 


height of prefümptich in” mle# with no better 


external certificate than an indifferent perſon, 
and no higher hopes than of à decent income, 
acquired by trade, to preclude her from the ad- 
vantage The might make of her ſuperior ſitua- 
tion? This, ſuppoſing I had abend, would, 
I ay, have been pteſumption but hat chance 
vad L of ſuccefs? None at all. She muſt have 
been a8 mad to accept me, as Ito offer myſelf. 
F therefore, after due deliberation, ſuppreſſed 
Whatever inclination of this fort 1 felt, and 1 
| 11 L had done it ſo effectually as to prevent 
ſuſpicion of my 1 attachment! 1 
Ml Wt you muſt be deceived as to her peu- 
Want for me: perhaps ſhe thinks me uncivil or 
unfriendry. That injurious judgment I muſt 
bear for the preſent; for what reaſon, T man 
vos proceed to/tel] you. 4+ . 224 


Dorothy Wyrne, the 5 I had the 
cod fortune to be uſeful to, is the only female 


of when I can at this time admit a thought. 
The peril which ſurrounds the innocent crea- 
cure calls for all my pity and attention; and I 
*have devoted myfelf to her ſervice. No ſneer- 
ng; good George; hear me firſt, and then blame 
me ſeriouſiy if you think me faulty; but before 

A e aſk yourſelf coolly 
| | whether 


Cay) 

whether iny man; alive to the feelings-of:coms 
pation, or the eloguence of beauty, could do 

leſs or otherwiſe than I have done. 9083: 110 begt s 

Ius fitting, upon my ſife by accident; on 


righteous Alice and. lovely: Dorothy wered at 
work, when I was alarjned by hearing the found 
of violent ſobs and crying. | I wenttbithe:doan, 
and could plainly difcernthat it was thedweet 
girl's voice. The firſt ſuppoſition that'vocurred 


to me was, that her employer, who is aiſhrews 


iſh old tabby to all beneath her, vas ſevete 10 


Monday morning, in the next room to that chere 


her. This, ſomething within me Would not _ 


let me tacitly endure. I entered the rbomꝭ en- 
quired the occaſion of What I had heardg and 
from Alice L learnt, that it proceeded from u 
cauſe no Jeſs ſerious than that the ſavage father 


of Dorothy, a wretch unworthy ito, be truſtei 


with ſuch a blefling, was taking meaſutes tb 
compel her to marry an old fellow, the curate 


of the pariſh, who had bben pleaſed to caſt his 


doating eyes on her. Had ou ſeen the diſtteſt, 
the modeſt confuſion, and the languid (grief f 


the innocent victim, I queſtion whether ye 


would have ſtopped where I did. Lonly offeted 
my advice and aſſiſtance in any oppoſition ſhe 


could make, or would direct me to make, ita 


ber 


AF 


$ „ 
urged on the ſubj ect.. 
This morning Las impatient to hear what 
had paſſed at her father's. I find her paſſons 
are warm, but unſteady. Her diſlike to the old 
fellow-is great, but ſhe has not conduct enough 
to defend cherſelf. I . talked to her very gravely 
on the means by which ſhe; might beſt avoid her 
own miſery, without incenſing her parents. I 
am ſure her mother could not have given her 
cetter adwice,; non wich a more but ſor 
| Its ſacceſs. <4 17 + 
Here I: will believe, for 1 N Wks to Joſe 
my oten good opinion of myſelf, I ſhould have 
ſtopped. Ves I do not think I ſhould have 
mid a word that id not refer to her father or 
' "he parſon, if ſhe had not, on my urging her 
ſpeedily to determine whether I could not per- 
ſonally aſſiſt her, becauſe I muſt ſoon leave the 
tcountry;—if ſhe had not, George, raiſed her 
Swimming eyes to mine, and with a look that 
'Raffatlle would have given to an angel, uttered 
theſe few _ gh oy! what —_ become 
of me if you go! 
FTFbe flattering 1 this: ts ex- 
eited, the accent with which it was pronounced, 
nnd the pungent diſtreſs which wrung it from 
1 e her 


( 2s ? 


her heart; all at once aſſailed me; and their 
united force us not to be reſiſted. Alice was 

at the moment convenient abſent; and I 
. avowed to this dear object of my attention the 
novel paſſion Which heauty and pity had gene- 
rated in my boſom. Remembering nothing that 
vas not immediately before me, I tried all. that 
words could do to kindle a reciprocal inclipations 
J comforted her; [I 1ebcauraged and intreated 
her; but all my exertions were for ſome time 
in vain. My perſeverance was, however, proaf 
2gainſt- all repulſion. I ſupplicated, till my 
ardor overcame. her timidity; for i it was genuine 
modeſty and deep humility—it was that moſt 
delicate ſear, that jealous watchſulneſs in the 
preſervation of uncontaminated innocence, 
which make the perfectioniof the female cha- 
| rafters that held the lovely girl in filent ſuſ- 
penſe. Then, when once her heart had, I will 
hope, received its dictate from her reaſon hen 
that unerring arbiter had told her ſhe might 
truſt me then did ſhe ſhew herſelf all love and 
gratitude; while I, and I only, was the perſon 
favoured, I vowed, by all that could bind the 
man of honour or integtity, that L would ne- 
ver, never leave her in danger; that I would 
cheriſh her as the deareſt part of myſelf; and 
that the grave alone ſhould part us: and ſhe, in 


* 
18 


ertreme trepidation, rechining her wan check on 


| undermining charms of a village · beauty. Vet, 


Pfead, may ill bleſs me with her fortune, and 


( as ) 


my ſhoulder, with her hand faſt locked in mine; 
promiſed; in brokom ſyllables, unſtaken fidelity 


nes: r yin 10999500 125) if? n bonn 


Now, pb Geng del ee pe hp pus 
wuded, and the ſtallo of exultation riſing on 
your: countehance;' to think chat all my ſerupu- 
lous reſpeR for every thing that calls itfelf wo- 
man, and my avowed deteſtation af thoſe who. 
by the arts of ſeduction degrade them to the 
Manometan level, is at once annihilated by the 


T'dare ſay, you think my arrangement tolerably 
Juckrisut, os Charlotte Dent, for whom you 


Dorothy Wyrne' may be kept at a convenient 
diſtance. But nod ſo, my friend; — your com- 
mendation for Pprudener I maſt renounce, for T 
Have no claim to it: —lobe and Humanity are 
ide onty voices I hear. Marriage, "honourable 
Marriage, is the fituation' I have offered Doro- 
thy: ſhe ſhall be my wi ſe, or leave me without 
the leaſt ſtain on her veſtal innocent. 

With regard to Miſs Denek, if I have acci- 
-dentally;/ at the end of a country-dance, or fo 
forth, been rather too explicit, I am ſorry for 
lit. I never, I proteſt, made any ſerious decla- 
ration; therefore ſhe 1 


Sf of 


\ 


(%) 
of me. Amid cle Homage the deſervedly ate 
tricts, my (kat! Ge fahceb bill, K hope; be fore 
gotten] 17, Wickel SING Uf ar pack 
td do ker fuch an ing ury 48 aft afHanee with my 
family certaihly Would de, T Cannot fetafm that 
of tende fing à moſt tial" fer rice to a ]- 
man, who; when p61fhtd;" will be my prides 
and her ſex's Y lt S102 2450 led I. 5 
Tou will-aſk, whethet-T' have gotreonfidered 
how far my father will be pleated with the 
daughter-in-law I hal? introdtee to him? On 

this head I am; 48 I Hate reaſon to be, quim 

deſperate. He will; I know well; be entremel 

Iy exaſperated at fir#; but I ſhall keep hr gut 

of his way; and ſet myſelf by every poſſible 

means to ſoften him. I never jg diſobeyed hm a 
this 1 hope will plead for me. I eatiper<pres 
ten® I do it howreluRantly 3c formy wo Tout 
is efigroſſed 'by one ſentiment, and INT jn 
pelled; 4s it werd, byi fate! n I e 
Pecunmty affairs wear t 265 glodthy an aft 
pect as to deter mè . At the ag of ewentylodey. 
provided I emain :tilþ then unmarried, I ts 
find myſelf in the poſition. oſaa life im mm f 
a net 200l. a year. This happy d&yds nbw not 
fix months off. I ſhall chmply dich che terms; 
and the morning after is to bo the time uf on 
wedding. This ſhort, but to me immeaſurer 
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able period, Dorothy * ſpend at her father's, 
conſoled by Alice, aud my frequent letters. Sbe 
tells me, and I fatter my{elf it will. be ſo, that 
he can ſtand all the intreaties and threats that ſhe 
is likely. to be peſtered and terrified with i in that 
time. If her ſituation grows intolerable, Alice 
can perhaps find: means to remove her. 
Ü believe I have gone farther than this demi- 
gentlewoman, the vice-queen, intended. Her 
inuendoes convince me that a temporary union 
was all ſhe meant to introduce me to; but I turn 
a deaf ear to her and her hints that ſhe deſerves 
| ſomething from both parties for bringing us both 
together. To five guineas, when we are mar- 
ried, I ſhall think” her intitled ; but ſhe is diſ- 
appointed if 9 to make merchandize 
; of Dorothy. n I Ute ©: N 
lIudTu-dayꝰs poſt; has beonght me an injub&ion 
from/my! father to be in town, if poſſible, on 
Monday. 1 muſt obey! it. But, O George 
dow am Ido leave this charming girl ? through 
v bhoſe native; ſimplicity and. ruſtic; ignorance 
theft ſhines: ſo: reſplendent array of good ſenſe 
and innate glegance, that" I could: laok at * 
a and talk ober lor ever. Ed 6 
; 2 Farewtl ld-Before 1 leave this FR ln” me 
hear the/facce1ofcgyour letter to Miſs. Burlew:z 


for-you'may reſt aſſare, that every particle af 
vids | | | that 


a dit. dei... on. its. it. A 


| lieve me, I value myſelf mugh more on being 
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# 


that affection which does Hot ſuit oh ſex of. my 


ſweet JAW you may claim from 
_ Your very faithful - 4 

- » FRANCIS BELVEDERE, 

as ; | 1 : 10 a 7 * 421 

x 2 | A. bie 64 
- [a4 1 1 „ 5 The 18 544 141 * Ng 
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- LORD PORTHURST TO MB. eee 


6. Jane. 'rferect, 16 Anl. 1765. 


0 not be affounded, Frank, at the right ho» 
. nourable ſignature of this letter for be- 


your confidential f friend, than on my right to 2 
ſume it, If this ſudden change makes the. 
alteration i in me, I ſhall deſpiſe myſelf ; if. in 
you, I ſhall be offended. Honors and 1 
were intended only to are little minds; 

blazon our carriages to make the mob * 
Let me be ſtill George Storford to you; and leave 
me a ſhabby chance fallen coronet to.dezzle Ahe 


eyes of the great and ſmall y ulgats, + Ad mE 


My uncle is dead, a8 you may infer, from the 


ſoregoing paragraph... He hay been, I. will nat 


ſay more generous Ah 


420 ? 


| (®) 
bock E Nel Pais te teach me that the comiparitior 


implies a phie :—he has been leſs Pingy, The 
bulk of his eſtate: goes to the Lord knows who, 


knows how; but five and twenty hundred a 
year in government -ſeeurities, five thouſand 
pounds in ready money, and a manor-houſe and 
eſtate! in the leaſt eligible county in England, 
viz. Cornwall, are all mine; To that I am now 
ſtrutting in all the pride of earldom and wealth. 
FRE ready eim Will pay my debts; the eld 
houſe will. ſecure me a dwelling, whilſt it 
ftands; and the annual revenue I could S N 
uf eyeh rt had another cypher tacked bo t. 
* 2 Have ewn a plebeian degree of patſence it in 
Rating thus aechyarely afl this intelligence, to 
poſtpohing advices ſo much more important. 
one word, Mils Burlew is my bwn - not po- 
tively in poſſeſlon, but in premiſe. Von wifl 
expect to Tos ROY ; to liſten, or then for 
the paper has no tongue, lodk!:!:!:!: 
had folk” ferit tay the Ma to ber, which 
J told you 1 Mould Joie, when the melantholy 
Mews Of my poor; Mehr, Pad HdPuticde's' devth 
came by exprifs. © As I am not, thank Heaven, 
Ant erecutör, I had no occaſion to take à trip 
0 Jock at bim; be was Very confiderate '66/ ſave 
me te trouble. As b the meſſenger was 
5 gone, 


m the Lord kiiows where, to be ſpent the Lord 


) 


gone, and the violence of my grief. was tolerabl) 
fubſied, 1 ſaid to mytei, I wonder how Miſs | 
urlew would receive me now; I went to the 
glaſs, but did not perceive t that being an ear] 
had as 0 made any obvious alteration, in my 
perſon, A thought, came then into wy head, 
that a little revenge for the cavalier 1 
have received from the Burlews, would be ſweet ; 1 
ſuch as ſending the lady a final adieu, ſigned 
Porthurſt; or telling her in an, open card, that 
lord Porthurft, in deſpair, reſigned. her hand to 
2 more fortunate lover ; but for the. foul of me 
I could not reliſh any revenge that riſqued the 
loſs of her. Yet revenge I was reſolved. on, 
and I will tell you what I took. __ 
The morning after I had received the mairns 
ful tidings, I toſſed my lordſhip into a hackney= 
coach, and drove to, Stratford-place. You ſee 


I regarded etiquette, in riding rather than = 
eat 


ing,. in ſuch deep affliction as the untimely d 
of a precious relation occaſions, , Well, the 
footman knew me. too well to need my name z 
conſequently I was announced Mr. Storford, 
The old gentleman was alone; and with a be- 
coming nonchalance, I entered the parlour where 
he was ſitting. He could not, in ſite. c of his 
donniſh gravity, forbear ſmiling when be ſaw 
me: he told me he admired, my perſeyerance, 
and was APTN at my incredulity, which 
1 nothing 
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nothing could convince, that I was. throwing 
away my labour. I replied, that I was now 5 
thoroughly perſuaded of this truth, that with 
his approbation, this ſhould be my laſt fruitleſs 
viſit ; that I came for a definitive anſwer to a 
letter I had the day before ſent to Miſs Burlew; 
and defired nothing more. This produced me 
a denial, more categorical and poſitive than any 
1 had yet been favoured with. I was diffipated, 
thoughtleſs, and ten thouſand angelic things 
more—and his daughter dreaded nothing ſo 
much as what the 2 - too e called 


hat, and 0 I muſt retire, as 1 5 wh lord 
Porthurſt was dead, and it was not yet proper 
that 1 ſhould, be met on viſits. —Your. uncle 
dead! | cries "Burlew—Lord porthurſt dead N 
Then I have egregiouſly miſnamed your lord- 
ſhip—you will forgive my ignorance, my lord. 
Pray,” my lord, what has the earl left you ? 
Nothing, I ſuppoſe, but the title, — Altoge- 
ther, replied I, making as if I was ſtill going, 
I believe it may amount to. about four thouſand 
| a year: "tis as much as T want, and more than 
| 1 expedted, 

Will your lordſhip be pleaſed to fit down a 
minute longer ?—l will give orders to be denied 
to 0 every body, ſays the mollified flint. 
I fat 


ere 


— 


6 43.) 
I fat down, and by all tnat is Bob 1 nerer 
found it ſo difficult to ſuppreſs laughter; but 
that would never have been forgiven'; 1 7. 2 
on one of my n moſt demure looks.” 
I ſhould be extremely ſorry, 18 Mr. Bur- 
lew, to be in any caſe unreaſonably obſtinate: 
T have it much at heart to difpoſe'of my daugh-! 
ter to a man who deſerves her. Might I be ſa- 
tisfied that your lordſhip is ſuch, I would very 
willingly exert in your favour whatever mall 
influence I may have over rem 
And here, Frank, I know you will ſeout me 
for not ſeizing the fair opportunity T had of 
proſecuting my revenge, by bidding him keep his 
daughter. I could not do it. He was fofts 
ened; and I was tranſported with joy. I pro- 
miſed and promiſed till I was half choked'; and 
left the houſe with an invitation to drink tea 
there, en famille, that ſame evening 
That ſame evening I went, and was ſhewn 


w Miſs Burlew's dreſſing- room. She was alone 


and, as one does not love to play the fool be- 
fore witneſſes, I haſtened to learn my fate. This 
was not ſuch as terrified me: ſhe profeſſed her- 
ſelf happy in being allowed to own her ſenti- 
ments ; the promiſed to give me no ſurther un- 
calineſs, and ſuffered me to ſeal my fluent oaths —-- 
of fidelity on her roſeate lips. Her father came 
2 _ 
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Lertain of happineſs with the one than the other, 


the contemplation of her beauty. 
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got, till ſhe ſent to him: he; joined our hands 
with his benediQion, and a * days wil came 
plete the buſineſs. del; 

Do not ſay a ad, Frank. to * out of 
humor with my ſucceſs. I deſpiſe, as heartily 
as. you can do, a man who could be fo ſwayed to 
give up his opinion, and I am not yet ſo be- 
ſotted as to applaud the lady's conduct. When 
Me was forced, if ſhe was foreed, to refuſe me, 
it might have been with the civility due to me 
as a gentleman; not as if I had been her foot- 
man who had made overtures to her. Beſide, 
the whe deren in, my rank yr circumſtances, 


Aber mon or a : rake, or diffipated, or chaughtleſs, 
ſo is lord Parthurfti Miſs Burlew is no more 


1 14 


unleſs ſhe builds her's an the ſhallow baſis of a 
word and a coronet. But all theſe conſidera- 
tions muſt ſleep : my whole ſoul is abſorbed in 
Her fortune 
will be very convenient; and I feel my pride in- 
tereſted in carrying her een * wp. of 
admirets. 4 241 | 
No that I have diſburthened my mindadj its 
own weighty: concerns, I will coaſider your's. 
I dare: not ſay a ſyllable of reprehenſion, too 
conſcious that wy idolatry of my charming * 


e 


kw merits 2 retort. I wiſh you may not find 
your difficulties increaſe :—it is a bold ſtep you, - 


have reſolved on; and as you have not in you 
the true ſterling ſpirit of diſobedience, I. fear 
you have many a hard conflict to ſuſtain. Poor 
Miſs Denck !—and muſt ſhe then wear the wil- 
low ?—well, it will become her pretty com- 
plexion. I am ſorry for kg but I cannot 
much blame you. 1 
I am going to Mr. Burlew⸗ s to talk about the 
dulleft part of the buſineſs - money and parch- 
ment. If it did not tend to ſomething better, 
any body might maintain the colloquy for oy 
— Believe me in all ſituations, 
| Eu!xer yours,, 
PoRTHURST» 


7 
"4 
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"LETTER v. * 
MR. BELVEDERE To LORD PORTHURST.' 


— de 2 20th e 
MT DEAR LORD, '' + f 


12 T me firſt, with all. the participation ot 
friendſhip, congratulate you 6n your pre- 

ſent — and future proſpect, and then I 
C will 


( 26 ) 
will ſurpriſe you with my on adventures. It 
gives me the livelieſt pleaſure to ſind your un- 
ole thought and acted ſo properly as to leave 
you an income adequate to your rank. You 
have, in my opinion, no cauſe to complain of 
his bequeſt; and with the addition of Miſs Bur- 
lew's fortune, you may certainly ſupport a be- 
coming ſplendor. I ſhall inſtantly give you a 
proof of my obedience to your injunction of 
continued familiarity, by conjuring you, dear 
George, to begin immediately to do what you 
have never yet done to any purpoſe—THINK, 
You: have-it now in your power to ſet out afreſh 
on your career through the world: - you are not 
obliged to retain anꝝ of your diſſipated acquaint- 
ance. As a nobleman, and a married man, peo- 
ple will expect your plan of life to be altered 
and amended; and, let me tell you, the moſt con- 
temptible will not much reſpect you if it is not. 
A ſingle man incurs but little diſgrace from the 
appellations of rake and rattle, becauſe it is al ! 
ways. ſuppoſed. that he will ſober down into 
ſomething better ; but a diffipated huſband, or 
a careleſs father, muſt, in the nature of things, 
be objects of contempt to others, and wretched 
beings in; themſelves, 1f you regard i avoid 
yg _— a 


You 
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Vou may ſay this — oinns 702 
jow with no higher a taſte than will te abuts | 
dantly gratifled in marrying à little” ruſtic 
True they are not vivid pleaſures J ſeek"aſter, 
If I can, in the leaſt obſerved; moſt ecottomi® 
cal way, ſit down in the deeent eomforts of fd 
ber matrimony, with the wife my heart has 
choſen; tis all I aſE. And yet moderate as my 
wiſhes appear, you know, and I feel, that £ 
muſt wade Eyes jp I of wary ate 
tain them. 99290011 ron 
I arrived in town laſs night 1. accom- 
panied, you will laugh and ſtare wien F teff 
you. A poſt-chaiſe brought me and Dorothy 
Wyrne|!—I muſt ſhew you a few of the linke 
which formed the preceding chain of eit bum 
| ſtances, or I ſhall ſcareely obtain credit for ay 
thing but downright madneſs. 
My ſweet girl's father was for ſome days laſt 
week ſo ſeverely ill, that her pious care would 
not ſuffer her to leave him. What I endured 
in that time of abſence, you, as a connoiſſeur 
in the ſcience, need not be told; but all Was 
trifling, compared with the torture this abſence* 
had prepared for me. She had: been terrified 
and perſuaded into contracting herſelf to the old 
curate, and I was on the brink of loſing hers. 
C2 Fortunately 


28) 


Fortunately. ſhe brought this news in her own 
perſon, . yeſterday morning. I could perceive 
that. ſne wavered between love and duty ; but 
that whatever ſhould compel her to the fide 
of, the former would beſt. ſuit her private ſen- 
timents. We adviſed with our common friend; 
and the reſult of our eee that 1 


London. ſ 

1 1 difficulty, 6 to 2 * ae; 
however, I ſucceeded at laſt, When I got her 
into the chaiſe, I was ſafe ; but it was the moſt 
arduous. taſk I ever had, to ſupport her ſpirits 
during the journey. She cried almoſt inceſſant- 
Iy till we reached London; and then her won- 
der got a little the better of her grief. I have 
ſeen her this morning, and hope ſhe will ſoon 
regain the uſual tone of her mind. 

Alice directed me to a ſiſter of her's near Lud- 
gate- ſtreet, who could lodge and board Doro- 
thy in perfect ſecurity :—here, at a guinea a 
week, I have depoſited her. Every ſpare hour, 
and all my ſuperfluous caſh, I ſhall devote to 
| her for it will be prudent to give her a few ac- 
compliſhments, to take off the edge of my fa- 
ther's diſpleaſure, She will not be a very coſt- 
ly charge; ſhe has a great deal of prudence, 


— 
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and begs that as little as is poſſible my 'be Taid 
out on rm u Sew Sn! 3 mT oi 
Thus you ſee, I have taken up the faſhion- 
able practice of keeping a miſtreſs. Would ts 
God all miſtreſſes were kept in this way, and 
with no worſe intentions than mine 1 half of 
the female ſex would then be reſcued from the 
moſt horrid of all flavery. - We are at pre ſent in 
an awkward fituation, I muſt conſeſs; but it is 
only for a few months. It would be the mad- 
deſt imprudence in me to marry Dorothy, till I 
can ſecure her à maintenance. Of all miſery 
on earth, ſure none can be comparable to that 
of having made the object of one's affection 
wretched. Mrs. Philips, Do's guardian, knows 
our circumſtances, but, I hope, not who I am. 
With her, I paſs: for Mr. Smith—a very good 
nom de guerre, for it is no diſtinction; and by 
this precaution I ſhall eſcape the notice of any 
who might ſtart at my on name 
As ſoon as we are married, I ſhall think my- 
ſelf honoured by permiſſion to introduce Art. 
Belvedere (how it ſounds I) to you. | Till then 
I muſt requeſt you will not think it unkind if 
I conceal her from you. Not, I proteſt, that 
I have the leaſt doubt of your integrity j but! 
know you ſo. much my ſuperior in every ming 
Gas; 1; * her being dazzled, and drawing a 
94; C3 compariſon 
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EY 
compariſon. unfavourable to me. She has ſeen 
ſo little of the world, that my monepolizing 
her is hardly fair; yet I hope, and I believe 
Me loves me. Nothing on my part ſhall be 
Wanting to make her do ſo, for this einten 
tion muſt conſtitute our happineſss. 
I have commiſſioned her to day out a necle 
money, under Mrs, Philips's direction, in ne- 
ceſſary habiliments; for our ſudden elopement 
allowed of no packages. Some books too ſhe 
hall have. The curate has taught her to read 
very decently, and ſhe writes very paſſably. At 
any rate ſhe ſhall learn muſic, for he has the 
. fwitteſt-vaice I ever beard. From the dancing- 
maſter we muſt have a little inſtruction; though 
ſhe:has a natural grace and dignity about her, 
fwfurpaſfing-any thing ſhe can be taught, 1 
all an à ſhort time diſcover what her — 
leads to. I am fure the has a genius. 

My father is from home, and I am eg 
zn dhe cnunting-houſe. I am ſuppoſed by the 
clenks tu ber anſwering foreign Jetters : Nttle do 
che think that that which am writing may 
be conveyed to its deſti nation per pemij poff. By 
this! uſeful mediator; I. hope to hear of you fre- 
quently i and to it I muſt be indebted for che 
poffibiliyy of telling you how my affairs, in 
which you ſo kindly take parts ſpeed. Devon- 
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ſhire-ſquare-and St. James's-ſtreet, or whatever 
part of the town you can fix in, are ſo far aſun- 
der, not to mention how difficult I ſhall find it 
to get to the weſtward of Ludgate-ſtreet while 
Do. is in its neighbourhood, that I cannot 
hope for many perſonal interviews with you 3 
but whether I have opportunity verbally, ox 
onty by this method, I ſhall always be happy 
to acknowledge myſelf, with the reſpect due to 
your rank, and the gratitude due to yout . 

ſhip, my dear lord, 
-_» . Yout very humble ate | _ 
FaANcis BELVEDERB. 
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m—_ PORTHURST ro MR. 2xLvnDERE; | 

; 

e 67. Janes fru, 7. burſtday. 

OUR letter, dear Frank, was brought tb 
my bed-fide this morning. I have not had 
lach a breakfaſt this twelvemonth. Why, 
Frank, you are the very mirror of chivalry. 
Pane eng all ithe dear-ftealers:of old were foals 


to you, Well! I muſt ſay you deſerve the girl, 


eyen-ifſhe is a goddeſs, | 
C 4 I admire 


1459 


I uadmire your plan, every tittle of it, except 
the prohibition that hinders my trying my for- 
tune with the lady. This is not friendly, to 
keep your miſtreſs to yourſelf. There is ſome- 
thing churliſh in it; and beſide, it is tantaliz- 


. ing to give ſuch deſcriptions of her, and keep her 


locked up. The time may come when you 
will not be ſo chary. Seven years hence, I may 
do you ſervice, in atoning for your negli- 
gence, by my aſſiduities. It will be, Do, dear 
George, take Mrs. Belvedere in lady Porthurff's 
party to Ranelagh. I am ſict of going with her, 
and ſbe wiſhes to be there. Then, when I begin 
to remonſtrate, and remind you of paſt rap- 
tures, you will-excuſe-yourſelf-by ſaying, that 
nothing can be more inſipid than the life of a 
man who has married, out of a point of honour, 
after his inclination has worn off; and that you 
think yourſelf very much to be commended for i 
bearing your impoſed ſhackles ſo well. 3 

This, take my word for it, (and you know 
I have had vaſt experience,) will be your tone. 
What will be mine, I do not pretend to ſay. 
Perhaps my wiſe will be beſt acquainted with 
my opinion; for you can witneſs that I have no 
_ hypocriſy, *. not too n aft the talent of 
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_ Seriouſly, for Imuſt not. joke.to. the end, my 
purpole,i in writing this haſty ſerawl, was to tell 
you, that as your preſent embarraſſments mult | 
incur an expence above your abilities to defray 
caſily,) I inſiſt on your allowing me, who, am 
now in affluence, (for my uncle ordered the 
ready money to be remitted to me immediately, ) 


to aſſiſt you from time to time with ſuch ſums 


as you may want. It will be much better than 
applying to money-lenders By profeſſion; and 


you will ſave the intereſt. I know. yqur; ſpirit 
too well to offer a denation. I aſk. you only to 


accept a laan; and this I. would not. dog af. 1 


could; not very conyenjentiy ſpare; whatevgr 
you can have occahon, for. The incloſed bank- 


bill, for 100l. will 1 hope come ſafe to you z 
and ſerve, like the grapes af Canaan, for a he 
cimen of the plenty of the country. All my 
trees bear ſuch fruit. — 
If you have any fooliſh ſeruples on this head, 


eonſider the riſque you run of diſobliging me, 


and diſcovering your ſituation to your father, 
by a falſe delicacy. Should you raiſe money 
in the common way, and your notes come into 
circulation, they may circulate into his hands, 
and a bleſſed denouꝭ ment this would lead to! Be- 
ſide, you muſt conſider your mercantile character 


and credit, Be then, for once, perſuaded by 


6 


we, whe too well know all the inconveniences 
attendant on borrowing of the wretches who 
live by y lending. You have ſaved me, by your 
better , from” many a '/chvo!-flogging—let me 
now 'by my better purſe, have the pleaſete of 
wing you from a home-jobation. 
* Fo-tiorrow Te'ennight, (O what 2 Alben 
day 1) gives me Miſs Burtew. If you can tear 
urſelf frotn the arms of your fair one, let me 


you once, before I take on me the important 


A0 fol charäcter of 2 married man. Your ad- 
Vick adodt breaking off connexions is very good; 
= Iantend to profit by it. Happy is it for 

e, my dear Frank, that your condügt is ſuch 


% will alloy me, in all fituiflonis,” to on 
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e ee TO LORD, PORTAURST. 


* 3d 1182 185 


© iba * Devonfire: fare, Saturday. 

"My DEAR LORD, | 

i ERE T1 not intimately acquainted with 

| your generous diſpoſition, and the. de- 
bei z you take in doing good actions, I ſhould 
feel moſt ſenſibly hurt at .the contents of your 
letter of Thurſday; but I am ſureT mall gra- 
tify; you more by telling you, as is really the 
truth, that you have relieved me from a very 
diſtreſſing anxiety, and that I chearfully ac- 
knowledge myſelf your debtor for 100l. to de 
paid on demand at any time after Michael cas. 
More than this liberal ſum I cannot want, as 
we mean to confine our expences within calcu- . 
lated limits; ; and I am ſure my Do. will 1 
fave than If ſpend, 

I I was ruminating, juſt as your balſamic letter 
arrived, on the beſt means of raiſing ſupplies, 
I faw all the objections you Rate, and could 
not reſolve any farther, than that money muſt 
be had in ſome reſpectable way. Judge, then, 
whether I am moſt inclined to admit the ſug- 

5 eren of fa [ſe delicacy, or to accept Fc op- 
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port une obligation with becoming ſentiments 
of gratitude. Vou have adminiſtered your 


bounty in a form I can receive it in. As a 
e, you are very right in "ſuppoſing I ſhould 
have declined it. The payment can be, with- 
out any difficulty, made by a quarterly deduc- 
tion from our expected i income; or or, if this tardy 
method of liquidation ſhould Mi any accident 
be inconvenient to you, my, firſt F A2 
be your's. 5 
I fee with very great 1 the 76. re- 
membrance of home, depreſſes my ſweet girl's 
ſpirits ; and that the'diſapprobation ber judg- 
ment pronou nces on our ſtolen abſence, fre- 
quently diſtreſſes her. I have power, enough 
over her to talk her into calmneſs and cheerful- 
neſs; ; but theſe bleſſings laſt no longer than my 
"viſit. When I return, I find her penſive, me- 
Tancholy, and often in tears, Indeed this ought 
Not to excite wonder in me, who know her na- 
tural timidity keeps her in a ſtate of continual 
terror; and ſhe has nothing, poor girl! to raiſe 
her ſpirits. She leads a life ſo nearly ſolitary, 
that I expe her every day to complain of it. 
She has not yet left the houſe ſhe is in; whic 
to one uſed, as ſhe is, to live almoſt wholly al 
Freſea, muſt I, fear, be very irkſome, She ſays 
.he will not go out till thei is married; but 1 
, hope 


W 


3 
1 
E 
* 
1 
=. | 
'S 
it 
4 
A 
3 
I 
SZ 
7 
1 
. 
A 


TS 


hope to make her change her reſolution, let - 
her health ſfibuld ſuffer.” My father will N 
town in a few weeks, and conſign the buſin 

in his abſence to my care. W. 
"Is t will then be relaxed. v4 


Ls I ſhall break 0. matter to my e — 2 
not aid my recovery. O George ! how half] 
tell him what T have done — for 5 muſt be done 
before I, tell s. 5 pt 50 
CY certainly make an effort 25 
you oe GED a week, You 185 
talk about tearing wy{elf from the arms Ton 


fair one—from her eyes, you might habe fail * 


Dorothy and J are juſt in the ſame See, 
though not in ſo brilli: ant a ſiti ituation, as Steele's 
Bevil and Indiana. Do not you, 1 beſeech you, 
play the part of the. old aunt, A infinua- 
tions that impeach our attachment, would be as 
injurious to us, and as ill-found „ as TiabeP's 
ſour predictions were to the honour of” 
God ſend us a good ddiveratice' TA 
FF Adieu.—Believe me to be, with _ poſſible 
reſpect, and a high ſenſe of your generous kind- | 
E | neſs, my lord, OG LORE 
= | Your obliged and obedient, © 
O04 2 20 7 PRANCTS BELYEDERE. 
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0 RORFAURST, XP un- BELVEDERE+ 


Srratford-place, We = 27th il. 
Ar all the things in. "the Cen I am per- 
ſuaded nothing tends & much to „make 2: 
man look fooliſh as A downright f paſſio on for or one 
woman. Here am 1, who have been "uled' to 
make love by « dozens, and to rattle and talk 
, nonſenſe with every. the « that, would J hear 1 me, 


| 
| 
| | 281 ef tc to ſobriety, 1 hi; arity „ and wt atever 1 
| 10 
| 


eff 163) 199 
C3 RY b J "I 
born wit an eben to, _ "all'b dy, | the E 
Y . 40 ; = 
Eteination of a beautiful face, that Was 1 not to 
1— 9 1 8 9 
| be looked ; at for a kk, Price | than the repanela- | 


extraordinary, 1 am not Bitplaled, How ſoon 
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T ſhall bs tired, Jou, can pat 355 _ T; 3 g 
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'gimate with, "1 know that 1 am ſick « of 125 3 

' Wiſhed j joy, and of the preparations for our ap- A 

E pearane at court. 0) on 9573 T6 216 A A 
1 L. believe 1 have omitted to mention, thou gh 2 ö 

1 confeſs it is rather neceſſary to your right 

underſtanding what I haye written—that I am 

 married—but of this I preſume the papers have 
informed | ' 


NAT rA 


C 0 00 
informed you; ſor I am poſtefl in a red-hat 
as if I had robbed the mail, or committed 
a forgery. If the kind creatures, who come 40 \ 
ſee bow I look after this ſcandalous, defection =, 
from the bachelor-tribe, will allow me a little | 
* will 1. ee -of W 
ãncidents. | 4 aria 
Friday, —— Ae 66 ha Ea the 1 
e portant day, big wich the fate of *-—Porthurff 
ond his fair. We were tied together à la 0 
Baſſe, in the houſe hence I date, at eight 
X o'clock in the evening. Miſs Burley maintained 
her prerogative of abſolute monarchy, and eu- 
IX ated .implicit obedience, till the laſt moment 
of her power would not ſuffer me to dine with 
her, forbade my e e. hour before 
ftme appointed time, and then made me fetch 
ber from her dreſſing- room. And, in the hu- 
mour I was then in, I would, without grum- 
bling, have fetched her from either Indies. A 
large company was invited to be [witneſſes of 
her triumph, and my leading into | captivity; 
and the evening concluded with a dance and ia 
1 ſupper. I took up my abode here; but here 
ſhall remain only till to-morrow, when We re- 
move to a houſe we have taken in North Aud- 
leyeſtreet. Burlew could not reliſh my carry- 
ms his daughter any farther from him, or elſe, 
e | I aſſure 
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lune you, I had fixed on the neighbourhood 
of St. — as' n the Giftance-derwetn 
bim and you. 

I fancy we datt be a * Akt ads 
Lady Porthurſt is lively, good-humoured,” and 
_ very: well able to maintain her new character. 
I think I perceive ſhe is not a little pleaſed with 


being a counteſs.: But, Frank, I muſt tell you 
of à triſting miſtake I have been ſome how or A 
other betrayed into :—her-preſent fortune is not 
more thaw half what I expected; and for the 


3 1 n . * 7 * — 7 
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poſſeſſion of her father's property, we muſt wait 


the death of his younger brother, a man not N | 


fifty years old; and, which is ſtill worſe, if we 


would be his heirs, we, muſt pleaſe him. I am 
-Furfeited with trying to pleaſe uncles. I never 
could find the way in my life. He is, however, 


-a bachelor, and lives altogether in the country; 


fo if we do not Aue. wemay rater. avoid Þ 


offending him. . 


We ſhall go into the . in a 4 Fey 4 
to viſit fome of our friends, who have preflingly 
invited us; therefore, I will accept no apolog 
-inſtead of yourſelf at dinner on Sunday. Vu 
muſt come and fee the bride in all her parapher- 
- nalia z for ſhe is to be introduced on that day 


at court. We mix a little reflection: of the 


ſhadow of the idea of black in our finery, and 
this 


= 1. * 


(442 )) 
this makes very good wncle's mourning—quite 
deep enough," you will ſuppoſe,” for my feel- 
ings. 


One word I muſt ſay to you on the ſubje& 
of our confidence. I- ſhall not conſider my 


wife ſo literally a part of myſelf, as to truſt her 
with aught that may endanger you. When 
Ws your Do. is Mrs. Belvedere, I ſhall be very 
happy to introduce her to Lady Porthurſt; but, 
iin chen, I ſhall not mention her. I dare ſay. 
you have been a little uneaſy on this point; 
and I'with I had thought ta ſpeak on it before. 
Who is it that fays married people are not to be 
truſted with ſecrets? If the rule never bad an 
exception before, it ſhall have one now, in 
Ya lis R981 Sn) W 1881 

$1126 10, Aaick o e A  PonTwoner, 


298 74 921 * Fe i " 
4 14 


R 8. Do not he peevidh- about my „ wiiſtaking 
zyts for arms, FVour's is ſo whimiſical''a mode 
of mi/ireſ5-keeping, that I cannot readily adapt 
my language to it. I muſt learn the Piatonit 
dialett—and by then 1 have learnt it, Frank 
ſhall T give you a ſerape of prophecy. ?—you 
will bid me diſcard it, and tell me it (agar: 
Mark wy words! 14 Farewell. ebabneagmo dn 2d 
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298 lun ore Ae 22 Mornings, ie. 
DEAR. PORTHURST\. yea 26d 24408 
1 Ha no opportunity yeſterday, of telling 
you my opinion of your Counteſs z, neyer- 
theleſs it ſhall not be ſuppreſſed. 
s goddeſs, and ſhe moves a queen,” inderd 1 1 
zink L never ſaw grace and dignity more; hap- 
pily united then they are both. in her,perſou and 
manners. She was well worth your trouble in 
winning, and certainly had ſome right to ty- 
ranniſe I could have, fotſworn the ſex all my 
life, ſooner than have dared to think of Miſs 


Burlew. The privilege of beauty is felt, ac- 
knowledged,. and ought to be ſubmitted to; 
but what I am moſt proyoked by, is, when I ſe 
a woman, without the pretenſions, ſtickling for 
the prerogatiye. A plain face, or an inelegant 
perſon, do not naturallj exclude the poſſeſſor, 
ben dhe e, Mell 1, call. ber i) from the re- 
gend, or even the lovg of our ſexs, They may 
be recommended, ſo as to be more than toler- 
able; but then it muſt be by amiable qualities, 
and not by affecting to charm or to conquer. 
I was thinking, as I ſat oppoſite to Lady Port- 
441 744 | hurſt 
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hurſt b yeſterday evening, that ſhe has the ability 
fill to do a great deal of miſchief, and very in- 
nocently too. She will be the faßpion, as the 
phraſe is; and all the female eandidates for ma- 
trimony, will ape her in her dreſs and deport- 
ment. Nine out of ten will make themſelves 
odious, and the tenth will be ridiculous, i in leay= 
ing nature to follow affectation. We are born 
what we are to be; — e may improve on what 
we are; but, whenever we eee to aller, it 
is always for the vorſ. r meg 


Do's ſpirits, (you will ſay, I warp every cg 
into Do.) are, thank God, a little © cheated? 


Our old co-adjutor, Alice, writes word, that 
Wytne, though at firſt angry at our B pfti | 
tion, is not violently offended. When we are 
matried, he will ſee us; but not till then. 80 far 
I muſt on be is right. It is very lucky for 
me, that neither he, nor Mr. Parfon thonght 
of revenging themſelves by wag vr bo to my fa- 
ther. I never recollected the till to- 
day; but real it was very great; for they 
might have eaſily got What information they 
wanted from Sir William Rell, or his people 
As this obvious method of reclaiming Do. has. 
not been purſued, I am almoft- tempted to ſup- 
poſe, that her father is not greatly diſpleuſed at 
her making her fortune, 

Ay 


5 64 
My father is ſtill in town, and will be for: 
month to come. I am adviſed to ride on horſe- 
back ; and he inſiſts, with a degree of kindneſs 
that, I vow, makes me more than ever 2 
of the duplicity I am compelled to, on my pre- 
ferring the eſtabliſhment of my health to every 
other conſideration. My rides will be neither 
long nor various. Whatever roads I go, will 
always I believe terminate in Do's lodgings. 1 
viſit my laſſy every morning, and generally 
again in the evening, after buſineſs is over. 
She improves. wonderfully already; which is a 
circumſtance of importance to me, as it may 
obviate a part of my father's objections. I love 
her every day more and more, and have no 
reaſon to complain of her inſenſibility, She 
is the moſt contented, patient creature you can 
imagine:—every thing is well: —ſhe never finds 
fault, or makes a requeſt; and is always con- 
triving to ſave me expence. O what a wifc 

ſhe will make! 

Lou have ſet my heart at reſt on the ſubje& 
of your confidence, Though I never doubted 
your fidelity, I had a little to apprehend from 
faſcination, I wiſh my happineſs was wholly 
in your hands; but I have a thouſand contin- 
gencies to oppoſe, a þ father Hs begun again 
r 
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to-day 1 about Miſs Denck; and i intimates, 
that he has had diſtant overtures from Mr, Denck. 
I hear her health is in a very precarious ſtate; 
and I an#terrified left ſhe ſhould. fancy that I 
am the cauſe, Her father's application looks 
like it. Should matters come to extremities, I 
muſt poſitively refuſe. Charlotte, even if love 


is her malady, may recover, and ought to en- 


deavour it; but Dorothy, I am ſatished, would 
die with grief, were I but to deliberate about 


quitting her; and I ſhould be guilty of poſitive 


murder. Beſide, I have ftill a more forcible 
argument—l cannot quit her, and I will nat /— 
Miſs Denck ſhould have ſuſpended her prepoſ- 
ſefion, Do you. think, George, you would 
have been ſo eager after Miſs Burlew, if ſhe 
had not made it difficult to obtain her? I pro- 
teſt I am ſorry from my ſoul if I have led 
Charlotte into an error; yet I cannot ſee that 
I am much to blame, I never told her I loved 
her. Now, many of my acquaintance, to my 
knowledge, have done ſo; and, therefore, ſhe 
ought, in reaſon and conſiſtency, if ſhe excuſes 
herſelf by ſaying I encouraged her, ſhe ought, 
I ſay, to be. ſtill more attached to thoſe, who. 
have gone ſo far in declaring themſelves. | I 
wilh ſhe was yell married ; or that her diſap- 
pointment, 


6 9) 
pointment, if ſhe is diſappointed, would make 
her irreconcileably hate me. I am heartily 
vexed about her; and, at the ſame time, the is 
ſo amiable a girl, that I cannot help pitying 
| Her, and aſning myſelf if it is impoſlible to re- 
lieve her? It is impoſfible on my part—abſo- 
lutely ſo. Farewell. I muſt go and forget 
my cares in a little goſſip with Do. She muſt 
not hear a word about Miſs'Denck. 
I am, with great truth, and very reſf fu] 
compliments to lady Porthurſt, my dear | 
Pour obliged and obedient, 
FRANCIS BELVEDERE, 


LET TER. x. 
MR. BELVEDERE TQ-LORD PORTHURST, 


Devoaſßi re- 4 - 5th Aut. 
ur DEAR LORD; 


FOU have been abſent and filent a+ long 
_while—very+ near two months. You are 
abſent now, when F greatly" need your counſel 
and aſſiſtance, and J am ignorant where to di- 
rect to you. I write this in hopes that, if I 
| leave 


W 
leave it myſelf! at your town-houſe, it will be 
forwarded to vou, or I * be told whithay to 
addreſs it.. 21 * 1 0 1 02 by: 

My diſtreſſes overy a 3 eee 
ſuſpenſion of our intercourſe, -Þ am deprived oi 
the only conſolation that remains to me. My 
father is in the country, from hence he writes 
to me, that Mr. Denck has made ſeriqus pro- 
ſals. He ſays the phyſicians have declared 
Miſs Denck's diſeaſe to be ſeated in her mind; 
that a female friend has been employed to learn 
what is the oceaſion of it; and that, after hays 
ing been aſſured that her recovery is impoſſible, 
Charlotte has confeſſed, that a paſſion for Mr. 
Francis Belvedere —a paſſion which, ſhe does 
me the Juſtice to ſay, is founded more in the 
weakneſs of her mind than in any encourages 
ment from me, has ruined her peace and her 
health, This alarming intelligence is not to 
be diſregarded, | Mr. Denck, it may be natu- 
rally ſuppoſed, would take every praQticable 
method to ſave his only and ſo amiable a child; 
and has beyond meaſure embarraſſed me. My 
father inſiſts on my. definitive anſwer. What 
is to be dane? I cannot ſay that Charlotte 
muſt die; and as impoſſible is it to the full, 
chat I can give up Do. Surely, if Miſs Denck 
. | were 


* 


( 48 ) 


were not very weak, ſhe might. have combated 
an inclination which ſhe muſt conquer, or be 
ſacrificed to; for I would part with my life, 
rather than prove myſelf ſuch a wretch as to 
abandon, one who , exiſts but in my affeQion, 
and whom, if I quitted, I muſt expoſe to ey 
mm nh accumulated miſery, 

The lure Mr. Denck holds out to my father 
is the option of a preſent fortune of 30, oool. 
or half the money, and a partnerſhip in the 
banking-houſe equivalent to the remainder ; 
with a promiſe of renouncing the- whole profit 
of the buſineſs to me at the end of ſeven years 5 
and a will wholly in my favour. This is, in 
effect, giving all he has to ſave his daughter; 
and it would be an irreſiſtible e to 
* one not circumſtanced as I am. 

As my regard for Charlotte was really at one 
time more than tepid, and would eaſily revive 
if my heart were unoccupied, I know not how 
to frame excuſes for declining ſuch an offer. 
You do not, you cannot imagine to yourſelf 
the agony I feel while I write this; not that 
my mind vibrates in the leaſt between Do. and 
riches, or between Do. and Clarlute; but, when 
T confider-what-this amiable girl; Miſs Denck, 
n for my undeſerving ſelf, what ſhe 

n 5 ſuffers 
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ſuffers now, and what muſt be the end of it, I + 
am ready to daſh my head againſt the wall. 
And the poor father too !-—what a brute he 
muſt think me, when I have me * 
irrevocable e 7 1 nee 
From the contemplation of. other: woes, 
ſelf-intereſt forces me to turn to my own preſſ - 
ing affairs. I cannot deviſe a method, at once 
ſecure and prudent, of extricating myſelf from 
my preſent embarraſſments. If I marry Do. 
inſtantly, as I moſt willingly would, and thus 
put it out of poſſibility to comply with Mr. 
Denck's propoſal, I renounce the means of 
maintaining my wife; for my father would 
certainly at this time be exceſſively exaſpe- 
rated. And beſide, as my remaining un- 
married was the condition "annexed to my 
grandfather's bequeſt, I could not, in honout 
and - conſcience, claim it when I had violated 
the terms, even if I could keep our marriage 
a ſecret, If I reſolve to harden my heart 
againſt every thing Charlotte's friends can 
urge, I muſt at leaſt find out ſomething like 
a ſatisfactory reaſon to give my father; and 1 
know none that be will accept. Sullen ta- 
citurnity, and an unſupported negative, muſt 
be my refuge, 5 
Vo. I. D I am 


6300 
I am hourly alarmed leſt Do. ſhauld by any 
chance diſcover my perplexity. - She eyes me 
very narrowly whenever I go to her, and tells 
me I look ill; and ſne fears ſhe gives me great 
uneaſineſs. I wonder whether intruſting Miſs 
Denck with the true objection, would be of any 
avail. I am. ſure ſhe could not inſiſt on my 
giving up Dorothy, when I told her how we 
are circumſtanced. No woman, at leaſt none 
on whom love had ever tried his power, could 
do it. But then this might be no more efficaci- 
ous than my obſtinacy. I riſque every thing 
for nothing, if the avowal does not relieve 
ber mind and reſtore her health; and I am 
very doubtful 2 it would have that ten- 
* 5. 
This agoni 


zing difficulty one ON think 
ſuffeient for the puniſhment of one mortal; but I 
have an added, though inferior cauſe of vexation. 
It is now ſome time ſince Alice, ſir William 
Rell's houſekeeper at Eadlip, wrote to me, in 
a virago ſtile, inſiſting on a compenfation for 
the trouble ſhe had had; and threatening us 
with a full diſcovery, unleſs ſhe was appeaſed 
by an immediate remittance of twenty pounds. 
This was an unexpected blow; but your ge- 
N neroſity 
ris 1 | £1 5 HP L228 
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nerofity had enabled me to prey it. I incleſed 
the money to ſatisfy the greedy wreteh, - and 
hoped the buſineſs was done; but this week 
ſhe has made another demand of the like ſum; 
and J have been compelled by ten thouſand. 
fears to ſubmit to the extortion. Drains ſucn 
as theſe, have exhauſted my pecuniary ſtock; 
and I truſt to your friendſhip for forgiveneſs if 
I aſk the loan of thirty pounds more, which 
will, I hope, carry us through to the latter end 
of next month. What would I not give to 
« annihilate this time and:ſpace 1 15 1 

My dear Dorothy has been a byiMes, 

Phillips to aſſume the character of my wifes 
The good lady's extreme delicacy would not di- 
geſt Mr. Smith's viſiting Mi Hyrne + ſhe 
therefore begged that, out of regard to the uns 
ſullied reputation of her houſe, ſhe might be 
permitted to ſay that Miſs Wyrne is Mrs. 
Smith. Why telling a lie ſhould be volun - 

tarily preferred to the truth, or how the aſſump- 
tion of the married character, which is ſo fre» 
quently uſed as a deception, could 'ſatisfy: Mrs. 
Phillips, or her friends, I do not ſee. She was 
humoured, for we dare not offend; but 1 
begin to think. the, requeſt was very artful. 

This woman is a tue filter of Alice, and al 
vagen D 2 dare 


— 
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dare ſay acts in concert with her, and under her 
direction. I heartily wiſh Do. was out of her 
bands; though I. am certain ſhe has too much 
underſtanding to ſuffer any tning that Mrs. 
Phillips ſays: to have any influence over her, 
while I am to be conſulted ; but the lax mo- 
rality that ſhe muſt hear inculcated, can do her 
no good. My diſcernment has opened its eyes too 
late. There was a time when 1 thought what 
I now ſtigmatize, a liberality of opinion: it 
secorded with my paſſions; and I perſuaded my- 
ſelf, that error, and rectitude of intention, were 
not incongruous. The ſophiſtry of this wo- 
man precipitated my tottering principles, and 
I am, by my own folly, reduced to a condition 
in which every blefling on earth would be 


| _ thrown away, if applied to the purpoſe of chear- 


3ng'me. The laſt four months of my life have 
been horribly marked! To have ſtolen the 
daughter of an honeſt man, is not creditable ; 
to be forced to veil my conduct from the eye 
of ſuch a father as mine, argues nothing in my 
favour ; and to commit a deliberate act of diſ- 
obedience, will be to brand myſelf infamouſly ; 

but all this, though it is a load on my heart, 
© forgiveneſs, reconciliation, and future duty 
hol a aha heavier 
| weight 
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. -T © have dragged down to cruſn me. 
Your friendſhip muſt not be deceived -I can 
have no ſecret from you, my dear Porthurſt. 
Your raillery I expect ſpare me in that, and 
ſhew yourſelf virtuous oy IE” 2 
ſhall know all. 

Do. my dear George, has a 4 on me Nil 
more forcible than all the vows I have made 
her. Fo me alone can ſhe look to ſave her 
from the malice of the world. Conſcience and 
humanity: join their ſuggeſtions to the diftates 
of honour and truth; and an affeQion, which 
every day grows more tender, makes me refolve 
to hazard even my laſt ſixpence for her, and ra- 
ther to ſweep the ſtreets for her maintenance, 
than forſake her, to whom, were the waters of 
the Ganges turned into gold, and at my diſpoſal, 
I can make no reparations The oppreſſion 
and agitation of her ſpirits I fear affects her 
health; yet ſhe endeavours to be cheerful, and 
bids me not think of Auguſt or the beginning 
of September, But this interval may produce 
diſtreſs ſhe has no idea of; and if it comes to 
her knowledge, I am very apprehenſive it will 


be fatal to her. She ought to have, | though 1 


ſhe is far from deſiring or expecting it every 
eee ee — 
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quility; from which, pow 5 ſhe is at bo 
nr diſtance, © 0 

Write to me, my are friend; ef tell me 
| hank ſhall act. My father requires me to ſend 
him my anſwer to Mr. Denck's propoſal by to- 
night's poſt. I ſhall, as yet, only expreſs my+ 
ſelf averſe to marrying in general, and, in par- 
ticular, a woman who could ſo overſtep the 
bounds of decorum. This will produce alter- 
cation, and I ſhall gain time for thought, and 
to receive your advice. I am aſhamed of the 
requeſt I have been compelled to make, and yet 
have ftill preſumption enough to aſſure _ that 


_ with great reſpe& and affetion, + 1 
n e s very humble ſervant, 
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AM ſure you-muſt have thought E 
**ankind' to be fo long abſent and fo long 


Alen. I think * ſo, and can only ſay in 
| excuſe, 


J 
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(8 ) . 
excuſe; that I have moſt un willingly ſubmitted 
to the hiatus in our intercourſe. Vou have n 

deen one day oùt of my remembrance j but a 

ſucceſſion of jouraies and viſits, and living ver) 
much in public; has made me negligont to al 

my friends, and unpardonably ſo to y 
Every day I have determined that the nexe 
ſhould be devoted to you, and às often have 
1 been baulked. Really I believe that®peopley 
with whom one ſpends any time; think it would 
caſt the” imputation of dullneſs on their houſes; 
if they ſuffered one to have a moments leifures 
I have now deputed a friend to drive a fair lady 
in my ſtead, * D 888. . to "OW ien 
letter; "oy 4 D086 0L03: 

- Firſt, to Fr an Wa which "EDU ws 
angry at your admitting into your mind, det 
me beg you to make uſe of the incloſed as will 
beſt promote your peace and that of your Doro 
thea, I have made the draft for fiſty that 
you may not ſuffer too frequently by your 

qualms of delicacy, If any accident makes a 
farther ſum deſirable, I ſhall be extremely of 
fended if you heſitate at aſking me I Voir 

you are ſo fooliſh as to hum and haugh, and 
apologize, and beg pardon of your friend any 

more for giving him the opportunity of being 

n to you, I will ſend a general order g 


1 


Child, t6 pay mow pounds a week 41 
- come to town. .-. 

1 wiſh, with all my ſpirit, I could as eabily 
Hos rich good advice, as with money: 
you ſhould have plenty, 1 affure you; but. I 
am no counſellor. Nature never gifted me for 
the office; and indeed I have been fo accuſ- 
tomed to apply to you in all exigences, that I 
could not uſe my talents if I had them. Your 
_ - offairs are certainly in a ſerious ſituation ; but 
vou have this comfort, that an eclairciſſen:vnt muſt 
relieve you, In one particular, I think I may 
venture ta preſcribe. If you find it prudent to 
marry Dorothea immediately, and to avow it, 
do fo, and rely on me for making up your loſs. 
Burlew is fo liberal in his preſents to his daugh- 
tex, that my ineome would not feel the trif ing 
Ginigetian; and I am certain I could not ſpend 
the ſame paltry ſum in any way that would give 
me half ide gatisfaction 1 — have in Sers 
7 
Till 1 W the latter * of 8 
I'was not perfectly convinced that you cod not 
reqaunce Dorothy for Charlotte. The queſ- 
tion with me was—wh:ich would nat die? —and I 
was af apinien, that the former might have a 
compenſation in a few thouſand- pounds and a 
| r the later muſt inevitas 
biidJ | | b'y 
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bly loſe her life, This was a blunidet-your 
Platonic ſyſtem led me into; but I now few 
things in a clearer light, and know you will, 
at all events, marry Dorothy. Charlotte mut 
therefore ſubmit to her hard fate. Were I you, 
I would however try to ſoften my rejection as 
much as poſſible. 
her: it will gratify her; and ſhould the even 
| betray you, which I do not think the ſweet girl 
would do, you have a reſource in me. Marry 
Do. and bring her to us. She ſhall have every 
requiſite attention paid her; and J can eaſily 
make lady Porthurſt believe you were married 
fome months ago, but could not own it, 

This, my dear Frank, is the beſt advice your 
ſhallow-pated friend can give you. I would 
willingly atone for my inability in this way, by 
dividing my good fortune with you. You can- 
not give me a more convincing proof of your 


regard, than by calling on me in all ee 
ſities. 


I was going to conclude but cannot without 


giving you a little reprehenſion: not about Do. I 
aſſure you. You ſee I have done as you command- 
ed, in forbearing raillery, though it is indiſput- 
ably an excellent ſubject for it, and therefore you - 
' muſt excuſe me if I equally forbear the cen- 
ſure you ſo bumbly requeſt; It is your opi- 
n nion 


I would venture to traſt 


: 
— — . rr . . eee Let ooo. 9 — — — — A—2 —— — 1 
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nion of Charlotte Denck, and your contemptu- 
ous reproof of her ſenſibility, that I ſhall re- 
prehend. The. world, I think, exacts too much 
of women in this reſpe&. In the name of 
reaſon. and juſtice, why are their affections to 
remain paſſive? Is not love, as much a conſti- 
tuent part of the female, as the male compoſi- 
| bend and, why are women to be made ſuch 
thorough, ſuch abject ſlaves, as to expreſs no 
Wes till we pleaſe to bid it come fotth? 
We are very angry if they do not obey our 
bidding zothey muſt love, or not love, juſt as we 
pleaſe, and when we pleaſe; and if they are a 
moment out of time, their tyrannic lords in- 
ſult them. I do not mean to commend a wo- 
man who carries this paſſion ſo indiſereetly as 
to make it viſible to all the world; ſhe who 
ligbts a flame on her head, muſt not complain 
if it burns her hair off; but when the flame 
originates from the heart, and has penetrated 
through the vitals, in ſpite of all attempts to 
extinguiſh it—ſhall not the dying ſufferer have 


| | at leaſt our commileration ?. Charlotte has en- 


dangered, if not forfeited her life, rather than 
infringe the abſurd rule of decorum; and yet 
you call her weak, You are prejudiced, F _ 
or i would pity. oy: as I do. | 


290 C L 


- 
. 


( 59 ) 

Lady Porthurſt left her compliments far you'; 
od J am ſure will be as happy in rendering 
* ſervice to you, or Mrs. Belvedere, as n 

At aur faithful and affectionate 
eic a 10 bib oc PORTHURST» 
02 2 v6 geg nN bas 
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J quickneſs of hearings which, i is an 

comitant of | ſickneſs, has given me in- 
formation that has made. me miſerable. My, 
friends have, 1 underſtand, ſuffered their anxiety 
to outgo their ptudence; and in their fear, of 
my dying, have forgotten, that to, live con⸗ 
temned is an evil of far greater magnitude, 
I have been deceived into confiding the inmolt 
ſecret of my heart to a friend; that friend has 
betrayed me | Means, as injudicigus 8 jnefficar 
cious, have. been taken to relieve. me; and you 
are acquainted with that Which any. who 
loved me would, 1 hdped, have concealed fro * 
. 
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. This {cloſure requires me to apologiſe and 
entreat your forgiveneſs for the uneafineſs it 
muſt have coft you. Believe me, you are miſ- 
informed. A conſumption, it is that threatens 

my lifes My mother died of a conſumption; 
and yeung people daily die of conſumptions. 
Surely it would de very abfurd to make their 
acquaintance . for * faults of their 

conſtitution. 
After the Ss I 8 deen trepanned 
into making, it would be equally. criminal and 
uſeleſs to retract it. Nature gave me a ſuſcep- 
tible heart” was taught to value you. I 
fancied, at one time, that you loved me; 'and 
I, with an unpardonable weakneſs, encouraged 
an affection for you. I find I was miſtaken ;— 
what you faid, I interpreted wrong, and have 
no one to blame but myſelf. My death will 
perhaps be thought to expiate my error ; but it 
has no relation to it. It is the natural effect 
of à natural cauſe, and has nothing at all to do 
with the ſtate of my mind, f 
I fear my ſituation may have been repre- 
ſented to you fo as to make you accuſe your- 
ſelf; and your humanity will prompt you to 
with your affections under the guidance of the 


ſudden impulſe. At war as my reaſon and my 
heart 


„„ , . 
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heart are; be aſſured, ſir, the former will be 
much more importantly gratiſied by your in- 
ſenſibility, than the latter could be by the wes 
moſt return of regard. I fee my folly: I am 
heartily angry at it, and aſhamed of it. Let 
no remorſe ever affail you, when 1 can no longer 
remind you of your innocence.” If I have your 
forgiveneſs, tis at} I can wiſh. Weak as I 
have ſhewn myſelf, I yet have a ſpirit that diſ- 
dains love when the offspring of ' commiſera- 
tion. Sf | 

From the intimacy in which we lived dur- 
ing the only happy years of human exiſtence, 
I know ſo much of your temper as inclines me 
to attribute a change I think I have diſcovered 
in your deportment to me, ſince you returned 
out of Bedfordſhire, to one of two cauſes: 
either I have not, in fpite of all my endea- 
vours, concealed my ſentiments, and you de- 
ſpiſe me for my partiality; or your affections 
have found a more deſerving object. Can I 
hope for credit when I ſay, that it would give 
me pleaſure to hear you avow the laſt of theſe 
cauſes? Surely you will believe me. I ftand 


who - has your love, conſtitute . your _ 
nf 5 TN 
I 


on a precipice where deceit would be folly, | 
I can bear any thing but contempt. May ſhe 


wh 


ſine remaining ſtrength will bear it, I am to 
be ſent, in a few days, to Briſtol... I think I am 
too far gone; but, for my father's ſake, I. reject 
nothing that flatters him with a hope of my re- 
cCovery. 1 am too much exhauſted to ſay more; 
and I doubt this is not legible. - Probably it is 
the laſt time I ſhall take up a pen. 
1 u A 7 Ae. apes 
PINS s ace. Das. 
* * 0 . Nobody, knows of this. 
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— MR, (BELVEDERE TO MISS. DENCK. | 
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ates th beugen. Sep noon. 
./DEAR MADAM, 1 
1 VENTURE to detain. . — 5 ; 
I write, fearful that any other method of 
conveyance may be more public than you wiſh. 
It gives me a degree of concern, beyond any 1 
eyer yet felt, to hear of the hopeleſs ſtate of 
your. health; and above all, to ſuſpect that you 
have ſuffered by. a partiality, which I muſt 
regard as an honoug, will furniſh inceſſant 
_ of uncaſineſs to me, By all you bald 
dear, 


a 
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dear, by your filial affection towards Mr. 
Denck, and, if it is not preſumption to add it, 
by every wil you can entertain to ſave me from 
racking miſery, let me conjure you to oppoſe 
whatever retards the regaining your health. 
Diſcard all accuſation of yourſelf; blame me, 
and me alone; for L alone deſerve blame. It is 
true, undeniably true, my very dear madam, 
that there was a time, when to have obtained 
your favour would have made me ſupremely 
happy. Vou counterfeited indifference too 
well, I recolle&ed the temerity of my looking 
towards Mr. Denck's daughter, decorated, as 
ſhe is, with wealth, with beauty, with accom- 
pliſhments, and goodneſs. I checked the riſing 
paſſion; and now, I am grieved to ſay, there is 
an inſurmountable obſtacle to its revival. |; 

What this obſtacle is, it would be ruin to 
me to reveal. That there is one, is yet known 
to one friend only; but it is ſuch as my heart 
muſt break before it can overcome. Your hu- 
manity, I am certain, would neither aſk, nor 
permit me to give it up; but thus much I can 
conſcjentiouſly aſſert, that had it not intervened, 
and had you but honoured, me with the flighteſt. 
hope that my daring to love you would not have 
excited your anger, I would this moment, or 


Anl. 1 
* % 
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* long before this N have aſked 


your hand. 5 
I wiſh, with all the Fred a mind i is ca- 


pable of, that I could do or ſay, what would 
repair the evil I have cauſed. I wiſh it, my 
dear madam, as well for —_ own fake as for 
your's ;' for ſhould it pleaſe God to terminate 
your diſorder fatally, the poſſeſſion of the uni- 
verſe, or that which is ftill dearer to me, will 
be no compenſation. Let me again intreat you 
to exert yourſelf, nts ag; as por gh of 
ee 1 

30220) Ou truly unhappy 

| FAN is BELVEDERE; 

p. 8. 1 muſt 15 chat Mr. Denck may not 

be acquainted wo the contents of 3 
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"LET TER XIV. 
MR. BELVEDERE TO LORD PORTHURST., 
the 15th Aru, 296g. 
- MY DEAR FRIEND, 


JUFFER extreme agitation of a and a 
load of bufineſs I am at preſent ill able to 
bade, to excuſe my having, for ſo many days, 
| | poſtponed 
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poſtponed the acknowledgement of your unli- 
mited goodneſs. My requeſt was complied with, 
in the true ſpirit of lord Porthurſt's actions; 
and I am as much your debtor for your friendly 
alacrity, as for the fifty pounds incloſed. 1 
think I may venture to ſay I cannot want ano- 
ther remittance ;z if I do, I will rather apply 
again to you eee than — you with . 
logies. 

- To tell you 59 what kn occur- 
red ſince I wrote, I ought to journaliſe. About 
noon on Saturday, I was enquired for by a lach, 
who ſaid ſhe had particular and private buſineſs 
with young Mr, Belvedere. I withdrew with 
her, and found her 'to be Miſs Denck's maid; 
and that ſhe was charged with a letter to me 
from her miſtreſs. What 1 felt while I was 
breaking the ſeal; you, and no ane elſe; can 
gueſs, It contained indeed nothing terrifying; 
but the whole of it was diſtreſſing. In it the 
ſweet dying girl apologiſes for her paſſion, and 
endeavours—alas ! how vainly {—to perſuade 
me, that her diſorder, and the ſtate of her mind; 


are not at all allied. She diſcovers a fpirit that 


juſtifies all you have faid of her; and ſhe has 
made me more than ever lament my unfortunate 
ſituation. But Do. muſt not, ſhall not, can- 
not, be given up; nor would Mifs Denek, I 

| am 
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am confident, n me after fo villainois a 


renunciation. 
I detained the amibaſſadreſs while En MED und 


e to this billet. I framed my anſwer in a 


way that I hoped would comfort her, without 


raiſing her expectations. I vow, ſo extremely 


unhappy has this buſineſs ' made me, that I 
would ſacriſice any thing but Dorothy's love, 
and your friendſhip, to bring it to a tolerable 
iſſue; but I fear it is impoſſible in any way, — 
Charlotte ſays ſhe is going to — * 
3 find benefit from it! 

Monday's poſt (you fee Nothin e can fie 


Aber giving me freſh- cauſe of vexation) 
brought me the harſheſt letter my father ever 
wrote me I had: poſitively declined Mr. 
Denck's propoſal, and this, with great appa · 


rent reaſon and juſtice, I muſt: confeſs, drew 


on me the bittereſt reproaches, not only for my 


obſtinacy, and inſenſibility to my own intereſt, 
but a charge of extreme cruelty ;' a fault, my 


father + cotton never 2 — in wy tem- 


ee 
7; Santi dry as Wan the ae . 
the letter is that which eaſes me moſt. My fa- 


ther tells me he has communicated my refuſal to 


Mr. Denck; that therefore all ſolicitation or 


ſuggeſtion 2 ceaſe; and that he will never 
e ü again 


- 
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again mention Charlotte to me, unleſs I jmme- 
diately ſignify an inclination to do what any 
man in his ſenſes would do. This relief from 
importunity I purchaſe at the deareſt price that 
could be ſet on it an utter excluſion from my 
fgather's fayour I— this is dreadful but to leave 
Do. is worſe. Submiſſion and reiterated intrea- 

ty may, when my fate is irreyocably fixed, work 
on his humanity; but what reconciliation could 
J hope for, even with myſelf, were Ito violate 


r 


and leave her, ſolitary and helpleſs, to encoun- 
ter a torrent of . ee have turned toy 
wards. her ? 21 2 v0 * if Meg pt 
As it is to be ee that * iber s indig- 
nation will be, at leaſt or a time, very violent 
I purpoſe removing her out of ton as ſoon 48 
poſſible after out marriage. I would not, on any 
account, have him ſee ber, till I can moderate 
his rage; he. would die at his feet. I am told 
of a ſmall houſe in the neighbourhood of Reads 
ing, which is to be had cheap, and ready fur- 
niſned. By the deſcription, I judge it would ho 
a comfortable retreat for her. I have mentioned 
it to her; the meek. creature approves itz as ſne 
does every thing I adviſe; and I ſhall, in a few 
days, find ſome pretext for running down there, 


that L may ſee it, and, if I like it, agree for ĩt. 
4 W 


all the ſolemn promiſes have made to Dorothy, 


Pleaſe him, I cannot write. I ſhall calt in 
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While I am abſent, do not write to me. |] 
expect letters that muſt be forwarded to me if | 
do not return immediately, which probably, 
- unleſs the houſe at firſt ſight diſguſts me, I ſhall 
not be able to do. I ſhall therefore direct one 
of the clerks to ſend my letters (forgive the li- 
berty I take) to your houſe in Audley- ſtreet: this 
will induce a ſuppoſition that I am with you, 
and thither Do. will ſend for them. She is to 
open them, and diſpatch to me ſuch as I ſhall 
deſcribe to her. If you will be fo good as to be 
filent, this may be done without riſque of her 
feeing any thing about Charlotte, for my father 
ſays politively, and you know he is pretty poſi- 
tive, that he will write no more, unleſs he hears 
from me, and as I can ſay nothing that will 


Rud ley · ſtreet this afternoon, and defire pans fer- 
vants to take this charge on them, 
The time approaches which is at leaſt to end 
the agitation of my diftreſs, For the higheſt ſtate 
of happineſs in this world, I would not again 
undergo the tortures of the laſt three months; 
and yet, in the very hardened ſpirit of impeni- 
- tence, I feel no compunction for that which has 
cauſed all my torments. I have ſaved one oſ 
the moſt amiable creatures of her ſpecies from 2 
een cruelty; 1 have ſecured: her to my- 

| ſelf ; 


— 
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elf; love her, and am beloved by her with 
he trueſt affection. In ſhort, when my ſpirits 
are any thing above deſpair, and when the ſun 
does ever ſo faintly tinge the objects around me, 
I ami apt to ſay —let Charlotte but recover, and 
my father relent, and Do. and 4 ny you vs | 
happy. 

But as the hour gravs nearer which md uns 
veil our myſterious proceedings to the world, I 
feel all within me give way. How am I to 
make the diſcovery ?—if my father ſhould inf 
on ſeeing Do. how am I to produce her? yon 
know the uniform regularity of his life, and his 
juſt ideas of right and wrong. He might for- 
give, nay, he might commgnd my reſcuing her 
but this is the leaſt part of the developement. 
My poor girl exerts herſelf, I am ſure moſt 
painfully, to ſeem in ſpirits when I come to 
her; I can ſee that her heart is often wrun 
when ſhe forces a ſmile. This ſpecies of ſuffer- 
ing will, I hope, ſoon end: God knows what 
may follow it. | 

As to any repelling appearances of fow birth, 
ſordid education, or that which might make 
my father aſhamed of receiving her as his daugh- 
ter-in-Jaw, her indefatigable application has re 
moved every impediment of this kind. In pro- 
priety of deportment, and a knowledge of ſuch 

| things 
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things as come under female coghiaznce, ſhe i 
wonderfully perfect; and I am glad to find that, 
unleſs ſhe alters very much on ſeeing the world 
nearer than from her window, ſhe will ſeat her 
happineſs in domeſtic pleaſures. She loves 
books, and has made all poſſible uſe of them; 
which, added to ſuch a portion of good ſenſe az 
even thoſe who are not in love with her muſt 
admire, will render her a moſt agreeable com- 
panion. She diſcovers an elegant taſte in het 
confined amuſements, and every moment of her 
time is employed to good purpoſe, Amidſt all 
my troubles and vexations,'I am comforted in 
knowing that no power can wreſt her from me: 
ſhe muſt be mine; and all J aſk is to be able to 
preſerve her in a ſtate of tolerable eaſe. 

+ I will write again as ſoon as I return out of 
Berkſhire; mean time believe me, with reſpect- 
ful compliments to Jady Porthurſt, and a deep 
ſenſe of the many TOES 5 have heaped 
on'me, my dear lord, 15 

Your very faithful 
Ani weir de nk F ae "BELVEDERE. 
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.LORD PORTHURST TO Mn. BELVEDERE. 


; "Lymington, 13th Kabel, 1765. f 
* DEAR FRANK, | 
WS I had read your letter, which has 

but juſt now reached me, it occurred - 

my mind, that by a ſeaſonable interpoſition 
might ſerve you ſubſtantially. ou look for- 
ward with dread to the moment of diſcovery 
and J own it will be a ſerious buſineſs to you. 
If you ſpeak for yourſelf, you may marr all for 
want of recollection when your ſpirits are in ſuch 
a ferment. _ Depute me then co bear the tidings 
to your father; and depend on my ſtrenuous en- 
deavour to ſerve you. A titled friend has, in 
fuch caſes, ſometimes been of uſe; at leaſt I 
could leſſen your difficulty, by breaching the ſe- 
cret, and leave you to plead afterwards. If you 
can make me uſeful to you, I inſiſt on your do- 
ing it. I will come to town at an hour's no- 
tice, or I will go into any county or any 
kingdom to your father. Perhaps, when he ſees 
how much your acquaintance regard you, he 
may join the current of approbation; and any 
reſpect that I can ſhew you, or your bride, that 
_y ton to raiſe you into importance, I fhall 
moſt 


Pg 
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moſt joyfully acquit myſelf of. I wiſh ſhe was 
my ſiſter, or lady Porthurſt's ſiſter, or any bo- 
dp's ſiſter that would do you credit. 

I write, I confeſs, in poſitive defiance of your 
injunction; but I thought it better to run a 
little riſque, than to conceal the hint. It is 
poſſible you may have left town ; if you have, 
and this falls into the hands of Miſs Wyrne, I 
bope ſhe will. conclude, even from that ſmall 
part of my friendſhip and zeal which I can ex- 
preſs here, that there is no danger to be appre- 
hended from confiding in him who is wholly 

* Vour's, 
* | Ponxrhonsr. 

P. S. Let me give her away. Where are you 
to be married? What think you of aur pariſh 

- Church? You would be out of the reach of ob- 
ſervation, You. might then very conveniently 
breakfaſt in Audley-ſtreet, and either remain 
there. till next day, or, if you ruſticate your 
wife on your wedding-day, you ſhall have tbe 
poſt-chaiſe to carry you. I ſhould be very hap- 
pP to come to town on purpoſe to receive you. 


* He. — * 1 FLY 
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F ee eee, 
4 le e 5 120 
un. PELVEDERE TO ISA FOoRTHVRST. 


* a ho baabni 
8 2 0 2 | 36 ON at Aer ner. 
MY-DEAR LORDs/ {15 101.6150 1 10. es 
AM ſtill in town, and ſhall be 4 for . 
or two longer. Vour recent kindneſs, like 
all your former, has cheared and relieved: me? 
Moſt gladly I accept your mediation. The way 
in which I think your good intentions will beſt 
ſerve me, is this: © *- % Um As 
- The 15th of next month is to be the day of 
our wedding; and on that day, or the next, y 
would do an act of the greateſt charity by Tees 
ing my father for me. If be is in townz it 
ſhould be done on the 15th, that my abſence 
from home may not alarm him, as I muſt cara 
ry Do. into Berkſhire inſtantly. If he is in the 
country, I would rather ſpend one pleaſant day, 
as you propoſe, in Audley-ſtreet, and ſet off 
with her the next morning; and in chat caſe the 
diſcovery may be made on the 16th. But all 
this I can ſettle with you, when I ſee you; for I 
muſt intreat you to be in London a little before 
this important event takes place. I am ſorry to 
Vor. J. f * put 
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put you on ſo diſagreeable an employment; but 
your offer was irreſiſtible, and my father muſt 
treat you with reſpect, when probably he would 
not hear me. Tell him all our ſtory: you 
know it all. Pray ſpeak highly of Do. whom 
indeed you cannot praiſe too much; and aſſure 
him that we will do any thing to regain his 
favour. But I need not tutor you ; you are well 
. in the art of perſuaſion. | 

As to place, we had made no determination, 
excepting to avoid any where we were like to 
be known. Do. is a minor; and I believe there 
will he ſome difficulty to be got over on that ac- 
count. I muſt conſult a friend in the Com- 
mons about it, under pretence of being em- 
ployed by another perſon to make the enquiry. 
L hope I ſhall not betray myſelf. 
I am ſtrongly inclined to adopt your ſcheme. 
My poor terrified girl at firſt objected; but 
ſomebody muſt give her away, and ſhe conſents 
to be your temporary, local daughter. If you 
can avoid it, do not trouble lady Porthurſt to 
come ta town with you. We muſt antedate our 
marriage, and therefore it is prudent to conceal 
it. 001} | | 
I can never ſufficiently acknowledge your 
. Do. joins me in all ſentiments of 
| gras 
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gratitude and reſpect, and is I hope as ſenſible 
of our manifold obligations to you, as 
Your faithful 


FrANnCcis BELVEDERE, 


— — — 
LETTER XVII. 


| MR. BELVEDERE, SENIOR, TO LORD: 
PORTHURST. 


Devenfire-ſ ware, 7th Sept. 1765. 
MY LORD, 
WE my poor 65 enjoys a quiet 

ſleep, a bleſſing to which his weary head 

has for many days and nights been a ſtranger, I 
fit down to fulfil his reiterated prayers that I 
would write to your lordſhip an account of 
what has happened, and ſave you an uſeleſs 
journey to town. The particulars I muſt leave 
for him to detail, when he is able. What he 


_ principally deſires me to inform you of is, that 


Dorothy Wyrne and he, are parted. She is now 
at her father's in Bedfordſhire, and extremely ill. 
He tells me your lordſhip is privy to his con- 


nection with this young woman, and that you 


know every circumſtance of it, up to the, 
22 middle 
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middle of laſt month. I was out of town till 
about ten days ago, and when I returned was 
yery much ſurpriſed to hear that Frank was 
abſent from buſineſs; and that from his hav- 
ing directed his letters to be ſent to your 
houſe, it was probable he and you were 
together. I ſuſpected that all was not as it 
ſhould be; and on enquiry, received from one of 
the clerks an intimation, that from my ſon's 
Jate-conduQ, his inattention to'the compting- 
houſe, and his frequently having been ſeen to 
go to a houſe on Ludgate-hill, it was to be 
feared. that ſome ſiniſter buſineſs was carrying 
on. To this houſe I went, and learnt from the 
woman. who keeps it, that ſuch a young man 
as I deſcribed, had, under the name of Smith, 
for ſome months boarded a young woman there; 
that this perſon had the day before ſuddenly re- 
ſolved on breaking from him, and had left the 
houſe. | 
It is in vain. to ſay any thing to your lord- 
ſhip of the affliction this information gave me. 
You gay gentlemen never conſider the trouble 
you cauſe us fathers. You think us your ene- 
mies; and that it behoves you, as men of ſpi- 
rit, to thwart and deceive us ; but a time may 
come, and generally does come, when your 


Judgments are better informed, and you then 
| think 


67 
think us not quite the tyrannical fools you ſup- 
poſed us. This is a ſort of experience you 
chuſe to obtain only by a dear-bought purchaſe. 
You muſt have been made to feel the truth, be- 
fore you admit it. 

It is now five days ſince Frank came home, 
and in a ſtate that made me equally fear for his 
life and his reaſon. In his abſence I had pic- 
tured to myſelf every thing that was horrible; 
and my joy at ſeeing him was much greater than 
juſtice or judgment approved. He has told me 
all; and I have been compelled, by the perhaps 
foundatiobllbia aſſurances of thoſe who attend 
him, that my lenity is neceſſary to his recovery, 
to promiſe him abſolute forgiveneſs, on no other 
condition than future good condudt. The phy- 
ſicians flatter me that his diſorder yoo now ter- 
minate fayourably. N 

He begs me to teſtify his ſenſe of your $6962 
neſs. 'You have indeed, my lord, been a gene- 
rous friend to him. I ſhould have thought you 
a more prudent one, had Po let me into your 
confidence. 0 

I here the bossur to be; with great” de- 
ference, 


Tod lordſhip's moſt obedient 
Humble ſervant, 
THOMAS BELVEDERE. 
E 3 © LETTER 
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LETTER XVIII. 


6 LORD PORTHURST TO MR. F. BELVIDERR. 


| Lymington, 9th September. 
. DEAR FRANK, | | 
1 this reaches you, I would have 
been with you; but a moſt unlucky fall 
from my horſe, which, without breaking my 
bones, has bruiſed me exceſſively, detains me. 
On the receipt of your father's letter, I con- 
ſulted the ſurgeon on the practicability of my 
getting to London. He ſays a fever would 
enſue, which, at leaſt, would confine me; and, 


for this reaſon, nnn 
write. 
What ean have reed you and Do? I 
cannot tell what ſort of conſolation to admi- 
ſter, while I am ignorant of the cauſe of your 
misfortune, Whatever it is, I am perſuaded 
you have acted properly; and I may venture to 
add my intreaties, that you would exert your 
fartitude, ta your father's wiſhes for your reco- 
very. | 
My arm is ſo abominably Riff I cannot uſe 


it. Lady Porthurſt would an the pen; but 
it 
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it is perhaps prudent to obſerve the caution we 
have hitherto uſed, 32 

If you cannot write in a few "i, beg your 
father, or ſome other friend, to let me have the 
ſatisfaction of hearing you are mending. 

Vour being abſent from town when your fa- 
ther returned, was as unfortunate as unexpected, 
and muſt in all probability have produced the 
effect that we lament; but Dorothy's having 
quitted her abode, is to me inexplicable. Sure 
ſhe has not jilted you? If ſhe has, rejoice in 
your eſcape. If ſhe has done nothing wrong by 
you, from the temper in which your father 


* writes, I ſhould hope your ſeparation” is only 


temporary, and may bring 125 more ſarisfac> 
torily together, 

My wife is extremely forry to hear you e 
ill, and joins me in wiſhes for your ſpeedy re- 
ſtoration, Make my beft compliments to Mr. 
Belvedere, and return him my thanks for his 
letter, and the covert admonition it contained. 
Tell him I was only a refraftory nepherw, and 
that I am moſt ſinncerely, his, and his fon's | 
very faithful humble ſervant, 

E PoxTHURST, 


LETTER 
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MR. F, BELVEDERE.? TO LORD PORTHU RST. 
3 SELLS . September, 1765. 
MY DEAR LORD, 
T5 is the firſt time of my raking up. a 
pen ſince my return home, and I have a 
tale to tell you, that 1 fear will force me often 
to la it down. 1 am recovering gradually, 
and 1 think my body will be well beſore my 
mind. I have not yet tried my fortitude ſo 
ſeverely, as in a recollection of pungent ſuffer- 
ing. If I ſtand this teſt, I ſhall prove myſelf 
what I doubt I am not. 
I told you the arrangement I had made for 
g into Berkſhire, and that Miſs Wyrne (for 
ſhe is no longer my Do.) would forward ſuch 
letters to me as required immediate returns.— 
This precaution was our ruin. My father de- 
parted from his reſolution of naming Charlotte 
Denck no more. Mr. Denck, finding his 
daughter s danger increaſe, had again urged 
him, and made another application to me, ne- 
ceſſary to ſatisfy him. This fatal letter my 
ſweet girl opened and read. She incloſed it to 
me in one from herſelf, which J ſend for your 
| peruſal ; 
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rerufal j for I could ſhoot myſelf through the 
head with more ſteadineſs than I could copy it. 
It brought me inſtantly to town, I hoped to 
de time enough to prevent the miſchief it 
threatened; but ſhe was gone, and whither, 
could not learn! My father was not then 
come to town, and I loſt ſome hours at the 
compting-houſe, detained by buſineſs,” which I 
was as fit to tranſact as if I had been aſleep. I 
knew nothing ; I could ſee nothing; I could 
think of nothing but Dorothy 3 and was oy 
glad when "thoſe who had ſtopped me, le 

under an idea, I dare ſay, that I was either drunk 
or mad, 

The improbability of her going to any other 
place, made me reſolve on ſeeking her at her 
father's in Bedfordſhire, Thither I haſtened - 
but O, my friend! how can I tell you! 
found that her father was almoſt in his laſt mo- 
ments, and had reaſon to believe he was dying 
of the affliction I had cauſed him; for he was 
not, as artful Alice had written, at all recon- 
ciled to our flight, He had never entertained 
a thought of admitting us to his forgiveneſs ;- 
but was immoveably exaſperated. 

I was right in my conjecture that ſhe had re- 
turned home: ſhe was there; but in a ſtate that 
maſs my ſeeing her ſuddenly, dangerous to 

E 5 her. 
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her. ' I wrote a ſew lines, begging to be heard, 
My requeſt was not inſtantly anſwered. 1 
could not bear delay.—I flew to the room 
Whither my-note had been carried, and ſaw my 
Dorothy ſcarcely alive, lying on her fordid 
bed. I do not know what I ſaid to her: — ſhe 
ſhook her head, and her eyes cloſed on me. 

At the time of my abrupt entrance, there 
was fitting by her, Mr. Melros, the curate, 
from whom you know I boaſted having reſ- 
cued her. Had not my attention been wholly 
dg ed to her, I ſuppoſe my vengeance would 
have fallen on him z but I did not perceive him 
till he roſe to call Dorothy's ſiſter to her, Then 
it was, that I felt my indignation boiling, and 
my tongue was ready framed to the bittereſt 
- reproaches, when, in terms that awed me, he 
bid me be calm, unleſs I meant to finiſh the 
miſchief I had done, by murder. 

If ever injuſtice is fitly puniſhed, what will 
be the retribution I may expect for that I have 
done this good man, not only by taking his 
contracted wife from him, but in the opinion J 
formed of him? Confounded as I was by his 
reproof, I had no longer any power to contend, 
The ſpirit that had inflamed me, was ſubdued; 
and I ſuffered him to lead me out of the room. 


When we were alone, he, in few words, and 
Os | with 
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with indications of the tendereſt grief, told 
me what were the conſequences of our violent 
proceedings. It had been Wyrne's misfortune 
to loſe his wife at the time when his affliction 
for his daughter's elopement was moſt. poige 
nant; he had ſunk under the aggravated mif- 
fortune, and was haſtily departing to another 
world, Melros then very forcibly repreſented 
to me the extravagant folly of my own con- 
duct, and ſhewed me how much I erred in ſup- 
poſing I did an honourable action in robbing 
an honeſt poor man of his daughter. Fo 

ſelf, he ſaid, his ſole view in propoſing to marry 
Dorothy, was to relieve her poverty, and 
lighten her father's load. She- had not, he 
ſaid, experience enough to direct her choice, 
either of good or evil. She was naturally vola- 
tile; and from her want of ſteadineſs, it was 
difficult to diſcover her real inelinations. He 
was well aware, he ſaid, that the diſparity of 
his age to her's might be, in the general opi- 
nion, regarded as an inſupportable objection; 
but ſhe had had no opportunity of learning 
general opinions. Poverty was the evil ſhe 
had to fear; error, the conſequence of that 
poverty, was what her friends had to fear 
for her. From this fear, and this danger, 
which racked her father's breaſt with torture, 

| E 6 that 
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that inereaſed with her years and her attrae- 
tions, he had propoſed to exonerate him, and 
ſecute her, by marrying her. He could not 
expect, he owned, that ſhe would accept him 
as if ſhe had choſen him; but, as even the 
worldly perfection of happineſs was not to be 
looked for, by one placed in ſo humble a. ſitua- 
tion, he had flattered himſelf into an opinion, 
that he could place her in a ſtate of eaſe and 
content, that muſt, with all its abatements, be 
acceptable to her. He concluded by ſaying, 
had been aſcertained of Dorothy's reluct- 
ance only by her flight; — that though ſhe had 
ſometimes diſcovered ſentiments of averſion to 
him, they were {6 eaſily overcome, and ſo little 
indicated a fixed diſlike, that he could not ſup- 
poſe himſelf guilty of any thing like cruelty 
in urging her to accept what he offered her, not 
more from love to her, than a deſire to be- 
neſit her and her family, in the only way her 
father's independent ſpirit left him. | 
All this, and his aſſurances, that we widely 
miſtook! him, if we imagined he would have 
married her againſt her conſent, I heard with 
candour and contrition; but with a firm re- 
ſolve, ſtrengthened now as much by conſcien- 
tious motives, as thoſe of paſſion, that ſhe ſnould 
be my wife. This I avowed to Melros; and 
Ep . 5 was 
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was thunderſtruck when he replied, that if her 
concurrence was neceſſary, I muſt be diſap- 
pointed; for to refuſe me was a meaſure — 
ſeemed determined on ! : 

Every reaſon I could adduce, every argument 
I could urge to convince him of the expediency 
of our marriage, every intreaty I could frame 
to intereſt him 'to adviſe her to it, I employed 
with all my might :—he heard me, but would 
promiſe nothing farther than that, if ſhe in- 
clined towards it, he would not oppoſe it; and 
that he would, on. condition of my immediately 
leaving the place, communicate to me her fu- 
ture reſolutions, and inform me of the ſtate of 
her health. He then, after a converſation "in 
which I confeſſed to him all the diſtracting 
circumſtances of my embarraſſment with re- 
ſpect to Dorothy and my father, preſſed me to 
return home, He 1 . e. on me; and 1 . 
out. 
When I arrived "ES the ft en IG ſaw 
was my father, The meditations 'I had been 
left to during my journey, had partially de- 
ranged my intellects, and it was not till the 
next morning that I could give any account of 
myſelf. I-then anſwered his queries, and ſa- 
tished his aſtoniſhment at my abſence, by lay- 


ing 
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ing the whole * 4 the eneloſed letter, be- 
fore him. | 
- Undeſerving as 1 am, and . to myſelf as 
I muſt ever be, after having trepanned an inno- 
cent. creature- from her home, murdered her 
parent, and abandoned her when the moſt 
needs protection and ſupport, my father has 
overlooked theſe enormities and forgiven me, 
He has to-day allowed me to ſee two letters of 
Melros's. Mr. Wyrne is dead, and his daugh- 
ter I fear in a ſituation little removed from it. 
If ſhe perſiſts, as ſhe yet does, in her reſolution 
to reject me, I believe J ought to pray God to 
take her; for what a life of remorſe and miſery 
have I planned out for her! Perhaps 'to re- 
nounce her might be a virtuous ſacrifice :—it 
would be a bitter one. I could part with my 
life more eaſily. Adieu. Return me her letter 
when you have read it. 
| Thank lady Porthurſt for her regard but be 
. as. prudent as heretofore. I am very ſorry on 
all accounts for your accident, yet I hope you 
will ſoon recover it, if you are careful. Your 
bruiſes, my dear George, are not ſo deep as 
mine. Still I am, and in all preſſures ſhall be, 
Vout's moſt faithfully, * 
FRAxcis BELVEDERE, 


- TO 
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TO MR. SMITH. a bt 


DEAR alk, 

| HAVE done as you directed me. I ſent 
for the letters. The laſt I opened is this 

1 ſend. - How ſhall I tell you what * ſight 

of it has coſt me ? 

You have concealed from me * you ought 
to have told me. I learn—for theſe are your 
father's words—that iſs Denct's danger grows 
greater; that you know it is in your power ta ſave 
ber; that you. are called upon by duty, love, and 
' pity, to bow your flubborn ſpirit; that you are 
' guilty of the moſi horrible cruelly, in depriving a 
worthy man of an only and mofl amiable chili; 
that there certainly was a time when you were not 
indifferent to Miſs Denck ; that her father. offers 
you your own terms, if you will marry her ; and 
that, if you do not either comply, or give ſome ſatis= 
factory reaſon for your non-compliance, you are an 
alien from your father, your family, and friends. 

W hat this means, my heart too well informs 
me. Who Miſs Denck is, it little imports me 
to know, I ſee the obſtacle to your obedience, 
T ought to be grateful for your obſtinacy ;— 
and you ſhall marry her, be obedient, be 
rich, and be happy, if I am the only impedi- 

ment 
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ment to it. Pity for me has made you unjuſt; 
but it is not yet too late. Adieu, eternally. 

I am leaving London. Where I ſhall go I 
| have not reſolved ; but I charge you not to ſeek 
me: it would be in vain, even if you found 
me; for you ſhall neither be cruel, nor difo- 
bedient for my fake. 4 

By Mr. Belvedere's letter, you ſee he has 
heard of your viſits to this place, and ſuſpects 
- the cauſe. 'I tremble leſt he ſhould come, de- 
fore I can get away. 

Neceſſity forces me to make uſe of the mo- 
ney you left me. Mrs. Phillips will not pro- 


miſe to defend me againſt your father's enquiries 


without encouragement. I mall take nothing 
but the money. 

And now, before I renounce you and my 
fond hopes for ever, permit me, dear Mr. Bel- 
vedere, to offer you my humbleſt gratitude for 
all your kindneſs; for your pity, which firſt 
called your attention to me ; for the uninter- 
rupted tender love you have ſhewn me, and 
the ſums you have laviſhed on me, and the 
trouble you have taken in the cultivation of 
my mind. I cannot forget your kindneſs, and 
I will endeayour n to profit by your in- 


| ſtruction. 


J know 
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1 know how ſincerely you love me; and 
what you will feel in reading this, hurts me 
ten thouſand times more than all I ſuffer be- 
ſide, I am afraid you will blame yourſelf—TI 
beſeech you do not: we are both to blame; and 
in accuſing yourlelf, you accuſe me. My ring 
] incloſe—it is not mine—I am not your wife 
—why ſhould I wear it it can OY" 
it cannot make falſehood: truth. 5 

Again, farewell !—If you thinks me wrong 
in leaving you, if you fay I have no right to 
diſpoſe of myſelf, reflect on the danger that 
threatens me. Of me, or from me, you ſhall 
hear ſome months hence. Till thang let us reſt 
in ſilent ignorance. watt 

| I aſk but one favour:—let nothing ents 
you to doubt my gratitude, my fidelity, or my 
love; for indeed I am, with nn _— 


tion, 


Dozoruy Wyaaz, 
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LETTER XX. 


- MR, BELVEDERE n PORTHU RST. 


Dope fun, 23d September, 1765. 
MV DEAR LORD, 


OUR kindneſs in coming to me on Tuck 
day, I ſhall be happy to hear you have not 
had cauſe to repent. I hope I am a little for- 
warded by your viſit and conſolation ; but 
much-yet remaifis to be done before I can feel 
grateful for my exiſtence. I have written, as 
my father permitted me, to Dorothy, conjuring 
her to tell me what, that I can do, will be moſt 
acceptable to her. Should ſhe call me to make 
good my vows, peace and myſelf may perhaps 
meet again. Should ſhe, as I have too much 
reaſon to fear, ſtedfaſtly refuſe me, I ſhall be 
anew expoſed on the wide ocean of calamity. 
I have heard, with the novel ſenſation of 
pleaſure, that Charlotte is in a leſs dangerous 
condition than when ſhe left London, Her 
perfect recovery would, I flatter myſelf, remove 
Dorothy's ſcruples; but of this I am far from 
certain, Wyrne is dead; and his daughter may, 
in equity, look on me as s the cauſe of it, Little 
diſpoſed 
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diſpoſed will the then be to receive me for hey 

huſband. , a 

When I reflect on the diſtreſs I hives ocea- 
ſioned, when I behold the veſtiges of that peace 
] have ruined, I am equally angry at my ſuffer- 
ing myſelf to be fo lulled on by ſpecious ap- 
pearances of honour and heroiſm, and aſto- 
niſhed at my temerity. If to have ſaved the 
dear girl from a compelled marriage, had been 
my ſole intention, ſurely a much ſhorter and 
W leſs dangerous path lay before me; but ſelf- 
gratification mingled: its cares with my endea- 


yours to liberate her. I deceived myſelf, by 


E thinking I was diſintereſted, Had I once 
aſked my own heart, what ſatisfaction it would 
feel when I had accompliſhed the oftenſible 
purpoſe of my interference, I fancy the ooun- 
ſellor within would have told me, that if I did 
not ſave Dorothy Wyrne for myſelf, I ſhould, 
after all my boaſting, fit down diſappointed. 
So treacherous, George, is the human heart, 
that it preſents to us the moſt fatal vices, under 
the ſemblance of ſuperior virtues. 

The promiſe of implicit obedience which. I 
have made to my father, will, I believe, give me 
no uneaſineſs. I ſubmit willingly, under a full 
conviCtion that I am not fit to guide myſelf, 
As Miſs Denck's health is rather mended, and 

| | — \ It 
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it is poſſible ſhe may recover, he has hinted to 

me for my comfort, ſince I wrote to. Eadlip, 
that if, when Charlotte is out of danger, Do- 
rothy's inclination. ſhould change, and ſhe re- 
quire me to fulhl my engagement, he would 
not obſtruct it, as I have bound myſelf in con- 
ſcience to her; but, be ſays, he ſhall behold 
our union as a mariner ſees a; ſhip in which 
he has ventured his all, foundering without a 
poſſibility of ſaving it. This ſenſation I 'ſhould 
be extremely ſorry he felt. I hope it will be 
0 accute when he 2 the Wee reſolved 
on. 

Vou ſaid you ts, if poſſible, call 4 wh to- 
morrow. If you cannot, this will give you all 
the information I have to communicate, there- 
fore I conjure you run no riſ que. 

1 ſend this by a ſervant whom 1 ſhall in- 
cmtruct to make particular enquiries after your 
health; and am, with all poſſible _ and 
| e ee my dear lord, 
- > Your obliged * em 
FRANCIS — 


” 
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7 I 11 f 1 
MR. BELVEDERE To- Lonp FORTHURST. 


| ** September 1765+ 
PEAR PORTHURST, , 7%. 
A as ſoon as you. Tr) left.1 me 25 5 
terday, the poſt brought me a letter from 
adlip, in which Dorothy Wyrne firmly and 
oncluſively refuſes to complete our union. 
WShe ſays, time and ſolitude, muſt be her only 
medicines ; that ſhe ſhall be leſs unhappy in 
her preſent ſtate, than in one which muſt every 
moment reproach her with her paſt miſcon- 
duct; and that ſhe ſhould look on becoming 
my wife, as accepting and enjoying the wages 
of iniquity, _ 

My father expects my acquieſcence in this 
deciſion againſt me, and indeed, unleſs I 
could be baſe enough to enforce my claim to 
Dorothy at the expence of her peace of mind; 
I know not how I can oppoſe it; for, if ſhe is 
ſincere, it would be a ſerious injury to her. 
She has won much of my father's good opinion, 
by urging me to look on his favour. as the: moſt 
important bleſſing of my life. If I have loſt 
her, it is indeed the greateſt that remains to 
. - | . me. 

\ a 
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me. 

Were the world acquainted with the my. 
texies of our houſe, how cenſoriouſly ſhould 1 
be blamed for this puſillanimity of duty !—ty 
give up the object of my warmeſt affeRionz, 
from motives of repentance and obedience, | 
would be deemed the moſt paltry cowardice; 
but my actions are not to be ſquared by popu- 
In. 

Adieu. Believe me, dear Porthurſt, 

Ever your 
| FRANcis Dastuntnr 


= —— = : 
CET THE XS. 
MR. BELVEDERE TO LORD PORTHURST, 


Ockober 20th, 1765, 

HE internal ſtrife is over, and my mind 
feels a deſolated expanſe. I have obeyed 
my father to the laſt jiota, To Dorothy I have 
ſent a releaſe from all ties that connected us; 
and I have conſented to my father's ſeeing Mr. | 
Denck. He has ſeen him. He has declared my 
Nl to marry Charlotte; and it has been 
mentioned 
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mentioned to her, She has poſitively refuſed 
me; and the diſturbance this overture has ocea- 
ſioned to her mind, having brought back her 
complaints, Mr. Denck is almolt frantic again 
with his fears. I have written to her to-day, 
in terms that will perhaps revive her to hope; 
and I think I may now ſay, I have left nothing 
undone that could be expected of me. The 
iſſue is not in my hands. 

T hat greater merit than I can boaſt, may not 
be aſcribed to me, I muſt fet before you, my 
dear friend, the inducement and encouragement 
held out to me. I was ſatisfied that Dorothy, 
in rejecting me, had ſacrificed inclination” to 

virtue; and that this preference alone, would 
make her far happier than I could :—this inclin» 
ed me to yield to it. My father then offered, 
if I would turn my thoughts towards Charlotte 
Denck, to allow me to ſettle on Dorothy an an- 
nuity for her life, to the amount of the income 
Tam now entitled to. To this I agreed, after 
ſome conſideration ; for I purchaſed a compe- 
tency for her at a ſmall price, if my own hap- 
pineſs was the only premium demanded, 
| Melros has ſhewn himſelf, both to Dorothy 
and myſelf, the trueſt friend that could ſerve us: 
| he is her guardian, and will take the place of 
her father. Through him I ſhall hear of her; 
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and this will till the 1 0 of my death give me 
1 
ſihall ſhortly accept your invitation to ſpend 
a few days with you in Audley- ſtreet, unleſs 
lady Porthurſt joins you firſt. I would not loſe 
her good opinion by embittering her gaiety, and 
at preſent I ſhall be a terribly dull companion. 
You, I know, will forgive my dullneſs; for 
you are ſo kind as 0 bear with all wu aer 
on of 
_ Your moſt obliged 
|  FRANCIs BELVEDERE, 


P. 8. Since I wrote the above, Mr. Denck 
has been hete, Charlotte is better again. She 
does not promiſe to accept me, but has conſent- 
ed to ſee me to-morraw noon,” I fear it will be 
a trying ſcene for us both; but I have neither 

will nor ehoice . She ſhall not die for me, 
Lean fave nne 
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NR. B BBLVEDERE 10 Lonp > yoRTAVRST, 


W 


| ona. 2. M. 
DEAR N PORTHURST, : 
1 CANNO go to bed till I have onbarthen- 

ed my mind to you; and I much doubt whe- 
ther even my having done ſo, will enable me to 
lleep when I am there. My paſſions haxe been 
ſo irritated, and my ſpirits are ſo jaded, that by 
the firſt I am. put in a fever, * laſt un- 
nerved into a palſy. A. 

The day has been devoted to the Ea: cir- 
cumſtance of viſiting Miſs. Denck. I dined 
with her. father, ſaw her both in the morning 
and evening, and this is the firſt lain moment 
I have had ſince my return. Tt; 

I am to have her, if ſhe fecovers, which, $a 


precarious, contingency. | You, will not doubt 
the ſincerity. of my concern, if. you. ever ſo tran- 
ſiently conſider what muſt, be my ſituation and 
my feelings, if ſhe dies. I would, as I hope for 
mercy I, would, and I will do any thing to re. 
tore her; and in this, my inclination. will not 
run counter to duty fo my pity, is as much 
Vor. I. K ee 


incerely, gtieved to ſay is, in my opinion, a very 
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intereſted as my conſcience, I feel. that T can 
Jove her; I foreſee that that love muſt increaſe ; 
.and if I know aught of myſelf I can make her an 
affectionate huſband.” Were Tiuncertainwf this, 
ſhe ſhould die -under her preſent ſufferings, ra- 
ther than I Would ſe villainouſly add to them, 
I do not ſay that I fee] for Charlotte, or that I 
ſhall ever ſeel for her, that efferveſcence of paſs 
fron which I have ſo ſmarted for; but whatever 
eſteem and tenderneſs can produee of re 
in me; may the long live to enjoy“ 
Neither ſhe nor her father — he 

_ reaſon for my/outr#condutt than that I had con- 
_ ceived a violent paſſion for à young woman; 
who now refuſes me her hand: this is the truth, 
but not the whole truth; there is a mental re- 
ſervation which I intend never to acquaint Mr, 
Denck with; but Charlotte, if ſhe lives to be 
my wife, ſhall hear it all. In fo intimate an 
union as marriage, I have no idea of ſeparate 
wiſdom, or demi- confidence. If the woman 1 
marry is not fit to to be truſted with the know- 
jedge of what concerns me, ſhe is not fit to be 
my wife, or I am not "fit to be her huſband. 
Charlotte ſhall hear the ſad ſtory 3 ſhe will 
then be ſatisfied that ſhe was, in no wile, to 
dlame; that ſhe did not feel any penchant” for 
me, gll 1 had indeed 1 0 that 
va Sd as 
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4 1 did love her before this obſtacle aroſe, I lan 
tove her now that it is removed. Removed, 
did I ſay ?—O what 4 removal is ſeparation! 
This is 2 ſubject muſk not Tuffer a qc 
reſt on. g I en luck 881 1 

Chaftotte is benness — the lalt Nkte 
of emaciation. I was ſhocked when 1 entered 
her dreſfing⸗Toom, to Which, in due decdrum, 
ſhe had been removed to receive me; ; for, whes 
ther it is the complexion now deem ber on, 
or that the fight of me dtove the ſmall remains 
of circulation to her heart, I cannot tell; -" but, 
I afſure you, # corpſe has often a leſs Ip: 
pearance. I hope 1 omitted nothing, either. in 
what T ſaid to her, or in the manner of Nyin 
it, that could encourage her to cheriſh eit 
ence. In the evening T flattered myſelf ſhe 
was better; but à "caſual obſervation very 
much diſtreſſed me. We were alone, and in 
deep converſation by the light of the fire, when 
he ſervant brought candles: ſhe was fitting, - 
with her head reclined on her hand, when they 


the light of them through the attenuated ſub- 
ſtance of her hand. I believe this horrid diſ- 
overy did me good, It was a ſtimulus; and I 
elt a ſort of momentary CASEY over myſelf 
and my vagrant memory. | 
4 F2 I deſign 


re placed on the table, and I diſtinctly faw _ 


— 


E 
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I defign to viſit my ſick love daily, and to 
entertain her with conſultations on our future 
ſcheme of life. I begin to believe I do not 
deſerve her, not only as I am her inferior in | 
opulence, but as ſhe is my ſuperior in mind 
and intellectual endowments. Her father is as 
grateful to me as if the advantage of the match 
were on his ſide. I vow he thanked me till [ 
was aſhamed of myſelf, _ 

It would, I am perſuaded, give Miſs Denck 
pleaſure if you would honour her by calling 
on her. If ſhe is well enough, ſhe will fee you; 
if not. J will rea egy the obligation. for 
4 Aion, my deze friend. Think . as if 


[ really am, 


Your moſt devoted ; 
FxAxNcis BELVYIDERE. 
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LETTER XXIV. 
LORD PORTHURST Te MR. BELVEDERE. 


Audley- ſtreot, 10th November, 1765. 
DEAR FRANKz {| 8 
1 CALLED again to-day in Broad-ftreet- 
buildings, and afterwards on you, but you 
did not pleaſe to be in the way to ſee me. I 
ſaw Charlotte, and heard you had been there 
juſt before me. She looks almoſt as pretty as 
ever, and I hope will have quite recovered her 
roſes againſt ſhe becomes your property. You 
muſt do all you can to put her in good hu- 
mour with herſelf, for I believe ſhe is angry at 
her want of firmneſs, | 
Southampton- row, and the partnerſhip. in 
Mr. Denck's banking-houſe, ſhe tells me, you 
have decided for, I approve your deciſion ins 


both inſtances ;. and, as to the former, ſhall ne- 4 


ver object to its diſtance from. me while your 
important concerns dwell in the city, When: 
you have realized as much as will pay off the 
national debt, you may live where you pleaſe ;. 
but of all affectation in the world, and God 
knows the world is full of it, none provokes 


me more, than to ſee people manifeſting, by 


F 3. avoiding. 


you! nave” totally abandoned your mad ſcheme 
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avoiding the only place they have any buſineſs 
in, that they are aſhamed of the means by 
which _ live, and without which they can- 
A W's g 
'Your views will be ſo enlarged, and ſo BY 
directed by your marriage, that, I hope, all 
that js paſt will be obliterated from your me- 
mory. Be fatisfied with the confideration, 
that you have atoned for your firſt indiſeretion, 
lif an indiſcretion it is to be called,) by do- 
ing all in your power to render two perſons 
happy. Neither of your laſſes will now die for 
you, and probably one muſt, had {wh en 


the bent of your inclination, 


I have held out your wedding as datt to 


draw lady Porthurſt from her gay party in the 
country. She never thinks how uncomfortable 


it is to me to be turned into a bachelor again. 


| Thete is, however, one convenience in her 

nonchalance » ſhe cannot in juſtice be angry with 
me if I follow her example, and ſeek foreign 
| pleaſure. © Beſides, it ſecures me from the dan- 


ger of having to curſe myſelf for breaking my 
wife's heart: 7 —her” $ is, I fancy, of the nature 
'of cork, Tight and tough ane 1: yore pony 


ſafe. 
I hope that, fince we talked the matter over, | 


of 


(03 

of amuſing Charlotte with the ſtory of Mils 
Wyrne mind, I call her Miß Mrne.ſhe is 
not to be Dorothy any more. As to your fooliſh 

argument about ingenuouſnefs, and your fear 
that ſhe ſhould come by the intelligence any 
worſe way, it is all nonſenſe; None know 
of the affair but ſuch as are too much your 
friends to reveal it; and, for myſelf, I ſolemnly 
give you my honour, never to hint it to any 
body. I think, unleſs it ſhould at any time 
be inevitably requiſite; * we ſhall do well to 
make a reſolution of never mentioning it, even 
to each other; let it all be buried in'6blivion; 
we. have 1 4 uneaſineſs enough dan ad * 
d ener —y ran 
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 Sourhampton-row, 2 F. ia, 1 766. 
MY' Dax lonn, | 
Mr mind is relieved from a grievous 3 
then, and I rejoice in having diſobeyed - 
Jour 'Teiterated- injunctions. My countenance 
| F 4 this 


hazard my conjugal peace. I dreaded what 


% 


this morning betrayed that I was not in goed 
ſpirits ; and at breakfaſt, Mrs. Belvedere very 
gently queſtioned me on the cauſe of this and 
ſimilar fits of the fame gloom, chile has 
obſerved occaſionally to oppreſs me. She 
ſeared, ſhe ſaid, ſhe: muſt look to herſelf as the 
cauſe:—ſhe feared ſhe had made me unhappy, i 
and could not now make me otherwiſe. 
Before I tell you what followed, I ought to 
tell you what preceded, this enquiry. Yeſter- 
day morning I was exceflively ſurpriſed by a 
viſit from Mr. Melros. He had taken the 
trouble of a journey to London to communi- 
cate what, if truſted to a letter, might, he faid, 


was to. follow. I enquired haſtily after Do- 
rothy. My anxiety was removed; but every 
painful remembrance was renovated, all my in- 


diſcretion was brought in full glare to my 


view, when he told me, that ſhe and her /on were 
promiſingly well. This intelligence ſhe her- 
ſelf ſent me, and ber, beſt friend conveyed to 
me. I was ſtruck forcibly with the charity of 
the man I had ſo injured. I would have teſti- 
fied my gratitude ; but he refuſed my thanks, 
and would neither eat nor drink with me. 
All night has the fudject of this embaſſy 
filled my thoughts; 1 the drag; that in = 
21 as X 1. 


— 
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ſeep E might diſcover it to Mrs. Belvedere, 
prevented my trying even to cloſe my eyes. 
It has harrowed the wounds that were healing, 
and but I muſt not divell on it. L am thank»: 
ful for the dear girl's ſafety, though my cares 
are increaſed with her's. An effectual bar is 
oppoſed to the oblivion we courted; but ſub- 
miſſion is the leaſt teltimo#y- * can give of: 
my contrition. 

Thus loaded as was my au.; _ thus jaded: 
as: were my fpirits,. it is not wonderful that 
Charlotte's euriofity ſhould be excited. My 
heart was, at the inftant when ſhe ſpoke, brim- 
ming full, and, by all that is wiſe or prudent, 
I told — every incident of the melaneholy 
tale, I cared not for conſequences; I could 
not endure the ſhackles of ſecrecy, and I love 
her too well to live with her on terms of diſ— 
truſt. She has my confidence, and I am ſa- 
tisfied deſerves it. She heard me with ſteady 
attention, and when I had ended, feverely- 
blamed me for not having ſooner truſted her- 
She told me, that if, inſtead of the letter in- 
which I replied to her dying adieu, 1 had come 
to her and explained my ſituation, it would 
have proved more efficacious- in her recovery: 
than any other means. She has honoured my 
_ TW girl wich her tears, and elaims a 

S. „ right 


4 206 


right of doing every thing that can alleviate 
her deplorable fituation. 

Now, is not this abundantly better than if 
had hoarded the burning ſecret in my boſom, 
and ſubjected myſelf to frequent alarm leſt any 
diſcovery ſhould be made ?—and, is it not bet · 
ter for Dorothy ?- for it has ſecured her a va- 
| luable female friend. | 

Mr. Melros tells me that Mes. Smith > 
Dorothy has re- aſſumed that name) is very 
comfortably ſettled in Northampton. | 
A few words more and I have done. I find 
it imprudent to write on this topic, and muſt 
try to forget myſelf when I have told you how 

I mean to act. My new claim ought not to be 
denied juſtice, though, in my preſent circum- 
ſtances it will be difficult to do juſtice, Nei- 

ther he nor his mother ſhall want, while I can, 
out of my own property, ſupply them; but he 
muſt be contented to remain unacknowledged. 
Not only my reſpe& for Charlotte, and for Mr. 
Denck, prompt me to this concealment; but 
reſpect to the world, and to decency. It is 
not, believe me, my dear friend, that I am cal- 
lous or or indifferent; for I will own to you, 
chat, wore I to be piloted only by my inclina- 
tion, I ſhould, in ſpite of myſelf, ſteer my 


guiſe. inſtantly for ene but this, 
0 depend 


. 
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depend on me, I will not do. Mrs. Belvedere 
has indiſputdbly, though the more recent, the 
ſtronger claim; and I will mourn in abſence 
and in ſilence the miſery of him, who feels the 
firſt riſings of parental nature checked by the 
conſideration ' of 1 and *the 1 of 
. e omen n HN 

* have juſt gien a ng letter to Mrs. 
Smith, in which I think T have exhauſted the 
ſources/of comfort. Charlotte too, in all the 
ſpirit of feminine commiferation and ſuperior 
oreatneſs- of mind, has condeſcended to write 
to her. Every action of this woman forces 


applauſe. What a debt is mine to her! She 


has, I can truly fay, all my love: my pity is, 
Town, and 1 have owned it to her, beſtowed 
on Dorothy. There was à time when the re- 
verſe was the ſituation of my affectionss. 
Adieu. May you enjoy every bleſſing I do, 
and without the alloy all my pleaſures bear. 
Remember, dear Porthurſt, and impreſs it, I 
charge you, on the minds of your poſterity, 
that the whole world cannot give peace of mind 
to a guilty conſcience. This is incontroverti- 
bly felt every moment by «07 [ARIUATLMN 
Your _- Ne fully aff-Qionate a 
FRANCIS BELVEDERE. - 
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LORD: PORTHURT ro MR, —_ — 


| Audhey-ftreet, I 5th March, 1766. 

Wir me joy, my dear Frank, of the moſt 

delicate little blue eyed maid. that ever 
turned out a tyrant! She was: born at ſeven 
this morning; is, therefore, juſt five hours old, 
and, for ber years, a very towardly laſs. She 
ſmiles on this world, and ſeems diſpoſed to ſtay 
in it. My family cares-are,. I feel, much in- 
creaſed by this addition. I have been puzzling 
myſelf at my ſolitary breakfaſt, in deviſing 2 
good match for her. If you ſhould: chance (o 
hear of any body in the ſame diſtreſs about 2 
fon, do me the favour to-let me know. 
Well, poſitively, I ean't tell what is the 
reaſon of it, but I am quite in ſpirits on this 
occaſion.. Surely the arrival of ſuch @ womar' 
in potentia, cannot make much difference? You 
will tell me, I ſuppoſe, that there are implanted 
in us dormant affections, which it is pleaſant 
to feel excited, It may be ſo. I am no na- 
tural philoſopher, nor mental anatomift ; but 
J am palpably convinced, that I am FO 


happy. 


The 
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The lady-mother is, as ſaid the meflengerwho» 
brought the great tidings, charming well. Lmuſt- 
write to halfa ſcore places; therefore excuſe me, if: 
to- you and Mrs. Belvedere L ſay. only that I. . 

Your's, moſt dul. batte 
Ponrnuksr. 


— —— 
LETTER NMvlII.. 
FORD PORTHURST TO MR. BELVEDERE.. | 


© 7th April, 1766. 
BELIEVE I ought now to addreſs my- 
» ſelf to Mrs. Belvedere; for requeſts of the 
ſort I am to make, are uſually, if I recolle& 
rigkt, preſented to the ladies; and their influ< 
ence is the medium of attracting their huſbands, 
Forgive the error, Frank, if it is one, and do 

what I deſire you. Now for the meſſage:— 
Lady Porthurſt commiſfions me to beg your 
and your Charlotte's attendance here to- mor- 
row fe'ennight, at ſeven in the evening, to ſup- 
ply our little girl's deficiency of ſpeech and 
reaſon, and to witneſs her being made à Chriſ- 
tian. Should the day be otherwiſe diſpoſed of, 
we will accommodate you by changing it; 
for 


K N- 


fbr we ooaldmedbc hinged: in our care for the 
young thing, if we did not procure her for 
ſponſors our very beſt friends; and, as Mr. 
Burlew's ill ſtate of health makes him un wil! 
ling to accept the charge, who can I ſo well 
look to as my honeſt Frank? 

This duty of invitation diſmiſſed, I may em- 
ploy a few minutes in giving my pen the rein 
on a ſubject that has conſiderably occupied my 
thoughts. The arguments you uſed in our 
laſt converſation, have not convinced me. I. 
caunot think you will conſult judiciouſly either 
the boy's intereſt or happineſs in ſuffering him 
to. ſuppoſe: himſelf a poſthumous child. As 
Mrs. Belvedere leaves you at full liberty, I ſee 
no reaſon for your ſecreting the relation you 

ſtand in to him. Believe me, who know the 
world, I will venture to ſay, much better than 
you do, or ever will, ſuch things are far from 
ſeriouſly looked on now-a-days. Do you not 
ſee it is the faſhion to make ample-- proviſion 
for children in his predicament? They are 
well educated, well portioned, well married and 
ſuffer no inconvenience that I can perceive. iſ 
Some few indeed are ſo ſqueamiſh as to be 
aſhamed of them; but de vu is in general 


wu * — 
Alter 
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| After all, vou will ſay, it is time enough te 
determine ultimately on this point. Your, or 
rather J ſhould ſay, Ars. Smith's Philip, is but 
a few weeks old, and it will be ſome years be- 
fore he will be able ta judge of  his-ſituation; . 
or can call on you for an e of his 
pedigree.. - , 

Lady porthurſt is recovering her aun 
and charms apace. The little laſs lets every 
thing that is civil or punctilious, but I cannot 
yet underſtand her dumb language ſuſficiently 
to interpret her thoughts. I can however take 
on me to ſay, that if the reſembles her father, 
ſhe will be a 
Your very faithful — ſervant, 155 

ben not) 9 


LETTER XXVIII. 


MR, BELVEDERE TO LORD PORTHURST« | 
oth April, 15167 x | 
vo indeed as Philip i is, I have formed 
my reſolution. It is neceſſary to ſet out, 
in every undertaking, on ſome determinate plan, 
or 


* 
* 
W 
® 
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(my 
or à number of inconſiſtencies will enſue; 
For this reaſon it is, that J have already ſettled 
the buſineſs in my own mind, and ſo, as that 
T think I may defy al} your arguments, per- 
ſuaſions, and diſſuaſions. My opinion has with- 
ſtood all Charlotte's eloquence: I cannot pay 
a lady. ſo bad a compliment as to yield to an 
inferior force; and to ſpare you the trouble of 
importuning me, I. will candidly affure you, 
that no compulſion upon earth can make me 
waver in my principles. I think on the ſub- 
ject as I did at firſt; and can only hope, that [ 
ſhall never, in any other inſtance, be forced to 
refuſe a requeſt made, or an argument urged by 
you, or. by my wife. | 

Philip muſt know nothing of his father, as: 
his father; but I:can, nevertheleſs, be equally 
ſerviceable to him.. His mother will be the me-- 
dium through which all good will reach him: 
with the means I will furniſh her; and what 
injury will he or can he ſuffer by this? 

A contrary procedure would anſwer no be- 
neficial end. If he grows up with-a ſenſe of 
right, (and if he does not, may he not grow 
up at all!) it will hurt him to know his origin. 
If he is of a bad temper, he will deſpiſe the 
vice he perhaps does not ſhun; and we give up 

| | our 


COB) 
ur authority over him, by putting the me- 
thod of retort into his head. If he is ſenſible 
to the diſgrace, we wound his mind; if he is 
bardened to it, we hurt his morals. 

And beſide all this; there is ſurely a decency 
in concealing our vicious imprudencies. Tho' 
candour forbids our denying them, to publiſh 
chem, argues a degree of imprudence ſtill more 
odious. I am diſpleaſed with all people who 
make their natural children conſpicuous: it is 
an inſult to the more reſpectable part of the 
world, I ſhall, therefore, ſuffer the child to 
ſuppoſe me only his friend, at th me time 
that I am taking a truly paternal care of him. 
Should any accident develope the ſecret, when 
he is old enough to judge, he ſhall be privy to 
the whole. If he never knows it, he will be 
the more fortunate... At all events, J am de- 
eermined to keep it as long as poffible out of 
his power to think deten of ba mor 
ther. 

Mrs. Belvedere and. myſelf wil 4 3 
ſure obey your bapti/mal- ſummons, and accept 
the honourable charge. We beg our.congra» 
tulatory compliments to lady Porthurſt on her 
partial recovery, and to the little lady 
on her initiation into this ſublunary ſphere, 

That: 
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Phat ſhe may enjoy and diffuſe afl poſſible ons 
Pineſs, is the ſincore wiſh ß 
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T HAVE juſt now received ſuch intelligence 
as bids me write inſtantly to you, and, at 
he ſame time, almoſt incapacitates me for uſing 
2 pen ; but tis ten ate. ono if I meet with you 
at home if I call on you, ſo I am driven to 
yyrite, or be ſiſent . 
My conſent is requeſted to Miſs Wyrne' 
marrying . Melros's for has ſeen her. by acci- 
dent, and is paſſionately enamoured/ of her, 
He took: her for a widow hen he was firſt 
ſmitten, and a diſdlòſure of her ſituation has 
nbt cooled him. He has the rank and pay of 
- major in the army, is a man of regular Wy 
181 8 | 
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and good charscher cat maintain ber in com- 
fort, and makes the moſt explicit promiſes of 
love and tenderneſs. His father approves the 
match; and my ratification is all ſhe ſtays for, 
before ſhe finally engages herſelf. © The major 
agrees to wait ſome months, that the requires 
for a ſacrifice to — We" . takes he? 
for his wife. den | 

But I can perceive by a letter he has written 
to me on the ſubject, that though ſhe is highly 
ſenſible of major Melros's merit, and particular 
kindneſs to her, ſhe is entirely out of the reach 
of that ſpecies of affection ſhe accepted from 


al 


me. She ſays, ſhe believes ſuch” a match 


would the moſt effectually rid her friends of all 
care for her; but that if I have the ſhadow of 
an objection to urge againſt it, the will imme 
diately diſmiſs it from her thoughts. I can 
have no reaſonable objection; and yet may I be 
hanged if I ean think, without pain, of her being 
the wife of another, I have, however, con- 
ſulted Charlotte, and ſhe adviſes' me to forward 
it: I therefore need not tell * what 1 halt | 
do. „ 2 
A citcumiſtulace Aill more extraordinary re- 
mains behind. Major Melros will, in the 
ſpring of next year, be called away to Gibral= 
I tat. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


iaclination, but neceſſity. It is only on con- 


will the ſame memory haunt me, and the ſans 


not at all abate for being ſtifled, 
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For the ſake of — dae : 
— regiment, and will, by conſequence, embari iſ 
with ſtrangers. He has been ſo long out of i 
England, that. he has few connections here, 
and, under favour of theſe particular co-inci-M 
dences, he has offered, as a ſtill farther induce. 
ment to Miſs Wyrne to marry him, that Phily 
ſhould aſſume the name of Melros, and pai 
for their ſon, which may be eaſily made credi. 
ble by concealing the time of her marriage, if 
or his birth. In this I acquieſce, not through 


dition that he never trenches, in a pecuniay il 
way, on the family. : 
Thus, my dear friend, am Lin a fair way uf 
be rid of a part of my anxiety, Still, however, 


«<S AA 


claims hold me; for the ties of nature are in-W 
diſſoluble. I ſhall continue to regard Philip 
with che eye of a father, and my fondneſs wil 


I muſt now break off, to ſet about my N 
to the propoſal. Our houſe at Aſhholm will be 
ready for us in a few days, and we ſhall joy- 
fully retreat to it, in the expectation that you 
and lady Porthurſt will perform your pro- 


. of * to us early. in next month. 
481 With 
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wich due compliments to her ladyſhip, and 

| lady Helen, 1 am, my dear lard, 4 65 
Your obliged and faithful, 

Fa ANcis BELVEDERE, 


- - 
* 
* 
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LETTER XXX. 


MR. BELVEDERE TO LORD PORTHURST» 


| Aſpbolm-park, 24 Nowember, 1766. 
| QUREET the nature of things needs a little 
correction. A load of bufineſs, and an op- 
preſſed mind, ſhould never be found together; 
1 and yet we ſee them in frequent company for - 
even mortality makes buſineſs; and he muſt 
have lived, either without poſſeſſions or regard, 
whoſe death does not find employment for his 
heirs or his friends. The loſs of my father hangs 
heavy on my ſpirits ; heavier, I believe by 
much, than it would have done if my conduct 
had been ſuch as allowed a retroſpedt. Could 
I fay I have loſt a father I never offended, re- 
ſignation would inftantly apply her balm. 1 
offended him but once, and that once” would vi- 
tate a Whole life of duty. "Admit theſe 3 þ 
185 L and a multitude of occupations, 
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an extuſe for my late ſilence, and I will diſ. 
miſs complaints hilft 1 sy- _ of what 
has occurred. 
The whole of one portant buſineſs i is con- 

Geded- Miſs Wyrne is Mrs. Melros, as I am 
informed by a letter from her and her huſband, 
Charlotte aſked me if I did not think it would 
be proper to invite them here for a few weeks; 
but I declined it. I cannot truſt myſelf yet, 
Perhaps when they return from the Gibraltar 
Ration, I ſhall be able to ſtand it; at preſent 
it would be very injudicious. While they are 
abſent, my mind will, I hope, gain ſtrength; 
if.it does not, 1 am for ever precluded the light 
of Philip, and I now feel no trifling reluctance 
f at ſuffering him to leave the kingdom. WS: | 

Mrs. Melros profeſſes herſelf pleaſed, with 
the necefity of goink abroad. J ſuppoſe, poor 
girl, ſhe thinks new ideas will chace old ones. 
Whenever ſhe e may it be to N and 
comfort! 

My obligations to As. . increaſe 
| every day; and the whole of her conduct, while 

it reproaches me, tends to reconcile me to the 
facrifice /I . made. ., She bas reminded. me of 
many inſtances in, Which I was more explicit 
in my declarations than I remembexed to have 


been; lsst. Sol rather deſerved her 
hatred 


ES .. 
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hatred for my apparent duplicity, than any 
continuance , ef her regards but the has for- 
given all. I fear her conſtitution has ſcarcely 
recovered the dagger I brought it into; yet. 
am willing to flatter myſelf it gains ground. 
That I have a much greater portion of hap- 

pineſs than I merit or expected, is an ohn 

Iwill moſt readily ſubſoribe to. Without 

poſſibilities could be wrought, I know not any 
thing Pcould aſ for. This is a ſituation fe- 
can boaſt of; nevertheleſs, it is not to me the 
felicitous pinnacle it appears; but if I have 
wantonly poiſoned" ehe fountain of delight, whe 
will hear * complaint that the water is bit 
ter? fobnodl ni slide 5 oin ummog of gin: 
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ac erty 9 % lecd, 1768. | 
ow much, my dear Frank, are times and W 
our ſituations altered, ſince we uſed to 
convey our thoughts to each other, almoſt 
duced a letter, and the friendly poſtman was 
eternally on the tramp for us; but now, a 
carriage, à pair of horſes, and another of ſer- 
vants, are employed whenever we have any 
ching to communicate while in London, and 
in the country, as we ſee cach other long and 
often, we reſerve our intelligence or conſult- 
ation for next meeting. Our affairs are not 
indeed in the prefling ſituation we groaned un- 
der, ſome few years ago. I have no tyrannic 
_ Miſs Burlew to court, nor you a Miſs Denck 
to ſooth. The path before us, admits. ſcarcely 
of choice or deviation; we purſue it without 
the 'fears that uſed to alarm us; and, for my 
own part I can ſay, without the hopes that 

. uſed to encourage me. The mind, at leaſt my 
mind, muſt have ſomething to aim at. *Tis 


the goal that excites ſpeed, Now, in the dull 


KA | rotation c 
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rotation of every-day occurxences, there is no- 
thing to impel or attract, and we conſequently 
take poſſeſſion, of the bleflings. chance prepares 
for us, with Jangour- ande apathy, if not with 
diſguſt. 2919 1 141 77185 s to 1843 mud 

Mr. Burlew' 8 lacks * 3 the beſt epiſode 
that. has fallen in to amuſe the dull mgnotony 
for. ſome time; but here was little novel enjoy- 
ment. 1 am nemnally . ſome. thouſand pounds a 


gainer by it. I ſhould; have been really-ſo, if 
anticipation had not leſſened the advantage — 


in ſhort, the money as ſpent, before it came; 
and the chief pleaſure I experienced in diſburſ- 
ing it was, the diſcharging ſome clamorous raſ- 


cals, who, were ſo, ignorant. of the manners of 
the world, as to, aſk, for their maney+ ........, 11; 
Lady! Porthurſt and Helen are at her uncle's, 
in Kent. We find it prudent to be a little at- 
tentive there, though. we are as yet hopeleſs z 
for, this Mr, Burlew is as hale and hearty as 
any Kentiſh drover ;, . however, he. may perhaps 
do ſomething for Helen; by the time he is 
"218 bas duit the Kage, the * bs Ln 
on Mari 19h 62200 1 INdguch 
I am, as you will, perceivey, in a very ill hu-, 
mour. The: weather is ſo bad, that I am a pri- 
loner, an 1, never in my life could, find much. 
amuſement at home. L. ae ſenla⸗ 
Vos. * tion 
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tion which I remember to have ſuffered in a 
viſit to my uncle Porthurſt, when J was a boy. 
He uſed to take me with him in his airings; 
for he was infirm, ahd could uſe no exerciſe 
but that of a carriage; and this ſpecies of paſ- 
time was fo little congenial to my nature, that 
J have many a time heartily wiſhed the coach 
would break down or overturn, merely for the 
fake of variety. But in all weathers, humours, 
and ſituations, I think "With plealute on be- 


10 


ing 10115945! 
* Vour very affectionate 
La | TOENWkor: 


wil 8. voa. will 1 me of having, in my 
ill humour, forgotten that you have a wife, to 
whom ſome expreſſion of civility is due. Tam 
apt to be a little negligent, I confeſs, but not 
to ſo heinous a degree. Tell Mrs. Belvedere I 
think of her very often, and as often of the 
compact made between us. Lady Porthurſt 
had not given up her reſolution, when the left 
me, that her ſon ſhould be ſome weeks older 
than Charlotte's daughter. I voted for mutual 
complaifance, and an agreement that the) 
ſhould be born on the ſame day, but her lady- 
ſhip inſiſts on it, that the over ought to de 


en * 1 njiſtreſs;—foÞ-mult 
f.- | ſubmit, 
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fubmit, which I believe I can do very becom - 


ingly, provided our ladies do not in the end 


8 N II'S us. 
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LETTER XXIII. 


MR. N Re LORD PORTHURST. 


Aal, 234 Augap, 1768. 
My DEAR LORD, 

ASE. Providence 155 Veſt us; but I 
hardly dare proclaim the bleſfing, . 

like the former one of the ſame! nature, 
mould be ſuddenly ſnatched from us. Mrs. 
Belvedere has a daughter; and we flatter ours 
ſelves with the hope of keeping her, as ſhe pro. 


miſes rather better than her predeceſſor.” If we 


had not been unfortunate, we ſhould' not be 
thus ungratefully ſuſpicious ; but diſappointed 
as we were laſt year, we are fearful of intereſt» 


15 ing ourſelves, or fixing our affetions;/ "a ſort 


of caution which, I-verily believe, intereſts us, 
and fixes them, ſtill more firulʒ:: 50 


* Mes. Belvedere is; I am aſſured, in no dan» 


kd yet I am ſo anxious about her, that I can 
a ſay 


(224 )) 
| og no! more than that 1. . * due te- 
"Your lordſhip? s very 1 e 207 
FRANCIS Bs. 
— b. — — 
N en er 
LETT E R XXXIII. 
„Ire Gon or 25 I 
LORD PORTHURST ro MR. BELVEDERE, 
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deal Sree 20 5 Aug us:. 1768. 

I DRAR FRANKS o 0 HAD -/þ 
T WAS juſt Geting th yeſterday to expreſs 
to you my joy at hearing of your cara /poſea's 
ſafety, and your new acquiſition, when a con- 
cern ſtill nearer, diſturbed, me. I had been 
rallying lady Porthurſt in the morning for ſuf- 
ſering herſelf to be ouiſttipped in the race, after 
all her boaſting chat her ſon ſhould be ready to 
receive your daughter, and I left her as well 
as ſhe had been for ſome days; but ſhe ſoon 
after revenged herſelf on me for my raillery, by 
very ſeriouſly alarming us. She has kept me 
in the rack all nigbt, and at high-noon to- day 
both pleaſed and balked me by a preſent of a 
1 lady 2 of a fine gentleman. Thus, 
& xg you 
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you ſee, all our fine ſchemes are blown up: 
the match muſt go off, and our children be 
friends only. And yet, vexatious as it is to ſee 
airy caſtles demoliſhed, I cannot, for the liſe of 
me, be diſcontented, though I think I may be 
a little angry too. Why did not Charlotte 
make her production a ſon? and then all would 
have been right. Her negligence in not ac- 
comodating us, which certainly ſhe might have 
done, in ſome meaſure reconciles me to the ne- 
ceſſity we are under of naming our bambina La- 
vinia, after an antediluvian aunt. 
| You muſt forgive me for prating about my 
own poſſeſſions, before I notice your's. | I would 
refer you to your own feelings; but your large 
heart can contain at once all the affections it is 
aliveto, You can look on Mrs, Belvedere and 
her infant, and, at the ſame time, think of your 
friend and his bleſſings. I, on the contrary, 
when only my thoughts are called towards/lady 
Porthurſt, am ſo wholly monopoliſed, that I can 
| ſcarcely admit any other remembrance. » Somes 
thing muſt detach me; ſome ſtimulus; muſt 
move me, and then I am, for a YO 
Frank Belvedere's. Dein ol 8126371 
But though I poſtpone my „ 
my joy and my diſpoſition to congratulate you, 
are not the leſs fervent, or ſincere. Next to 
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| my wife, the woman on earth in whoſe liſe and 

welfare J am moſt concerned, is your amiable 

Charlotte; and it is with-a degree of pleaſure 

| that is the privilege of friendſhip alone, that I 
hear ſhe is ſpared to us. Tell her, though our 

wiſhes are now croſſed, the agreement may yet 


| hold good :—we may plan another match. 


As ſoon as our dames are moveable, we muſt » 
project a ſcheme of meeting, that we may ſhew 
our new : comers, and compare eyes and lips, 
and ſee who is likely to make mot hayoc 
amongſt our fex. 1 aſſure you, Helen is fo 
admired, and ſo flattered, that, unleſs her head 
is very ſtrong, ſhe ſtands a chance of having all 
the vanity of ſeventeen before ſhe is ſeven; and 
the little creature already ſeems to know very 
well what is meant when ſhe is told that ſhe is 
a beauty. This fagacity ought to be repreſſed, 
aud yet 1 fear I am acceſſary to its encourage- 
ment; but little Lavinia will now ſhare wy 
| 3 may be the eter for 
2 a ſiſter. * 

Let me bear again ſoons and believe me, with 
whey wiſh for your happineſs that you can en- 
tertain LIT Rk” 
10 eee te, 
ag gn 02 | Porruuner, 
07 TX9OF1 - +S130HED JO aden A 241 $08 4 
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un. BELV BDBRE TO-LORD: PORTAUBST 


W Asbeln park, 100% September, 1768. 

OUGHT. to have written to you, my dear 
[ lord, ſome days. ago. Let my cares plead in 
mitigation of my puniſhment for the neglect. 
Mrs. Belvedere has occupied my whole atten- 
tion; but I find now, that, as every circum- 
ſtance reſpecting her depends on the little one, 
I muſt look to the latter as the arbitrary ruler of 
our happineſs. If Gertrude i is ailing, her mother 
is dying if Gertrude is in health, her mo- 
ther begins to recover; ſo madam Gertrude 
muſt govern... I believe the life of no child was 
ever more ardently deſired than I deſire that of 
| Gertrude... Not that, for my own part, 1 ſee 
any thing ſo affliting i in the removal of an in- 
nocent creature, whoſe. ſtate, of bliſs muſt be 
more perfect for its ſhort abode here ;—it is a 
loſs we have before known, and I confeſs I 
have no ſanguine expectations of our eſcap- | 
ing it in this inſtance; but, as I am fully 
perſuaded that, ſhattered as are Charlotte's 
nerves, that ſtroke that ſhall again leave us 
childleſs, will rob me of my better ſelf, I do, 
._ with 


4 


with all the earneſtneſs that ſo dreadful an ap- 
prehenſion ean inſpire, pray for the child's con- 
tinuance in this world. I hope we omit no- 
thing that can ſecure us. All that vigilant at- 
tendance and the utmoſt care can do, ſhall be 
done ſor the laſs, if ſhe will but live, Other 
anxieties muſt not be thought on, till we have 
in ſome meaſure inſured her exiſtencte. 
I have endeavoured to impreſs on the mind 
of every ſervant to whoſe care Gertrude is 'ever 
likely, for a moment, to be committed, the great 
importance of the charge. Their love for their 
miſtreſs will, I believe, operate with ſufficient 
force, for the child ſeems already to be confi- 
dered as an object of every one's thought. She 
will have abundance of nurſes, and is as much 
enquired after as if ſhe were TH (page _ 
in Europe. | 
With this exceſſive ſolicitude about me, you 
will not think I am the happieſt parent in the 
world. It is not fit that I ſhould” — 
name of father, ought always to humble me: 
it ought to make me penitently recollect what 
your good- nature will not ſuffer me to allude 
to. I have had one letter from major Mel ros 
ſince he reached Gibraltar, and he tells me his 


Wike 20 re are as I an rr W {126 
| I hope 
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I hope you experience all my pleaſures and 
none of my pains Your lady Lavinia is, if ſhe 
is what I deſire, likely to live and thrive in an un- 
interruped ſtate of health and happineſs, and lady 
Porthurſt has, by this time, nearly forgotten how 
young her daughter is. Mrs. Belvedere is prepoſ- 
ſeſſed againſt London air, and therefore I can- 
not attempt to perſuade her to remove Gertrude 
thither. If you and your counteſs have not : a 
ſimilar prepoſſeſſion againſt country air, we ſhalt 
expect to ſee you, the three ladies, and their atl 
tendants, whenever you are inclined to oblige 
us. : 2 dsti ria 

My Chatlotte charges me with reſpectſul 
compliments to our honourable friends, and 
love to the noble laſſes, in which the is 3 
moſt ſincerely, by ß 
- __ wa Bo obedient and afcionate 

. Francis Barren 
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"LETT "BR XXNV 
{+ MR. BELVEDERE TO MR. DENCK. 


Yon d Abbela-park, 3% O@vher, L0G 
. DEAR SIR, 

OU know Jap, well how ſincerely I lane 
pour daughter, and how intimately, my 
peace and her welfare are connected, to require 
my ſaying how greatly I am grieved in finding 
her health ſtill fluctuating. The beſt phyſi- 
cians have been conſulted on her caſe, and they 
are unanimous. in their opinion, that a milder 
climate is neceſſary. They recommend her to 
the air of Provence, or Languedoc, and I wait 
only for your concurrence to make the prepa- 
ratory diſpoſitions: for leaving England. 
Ihe grand objection my wife had to this com- 
pliance with advice, is, I hope, to-day overcome: 
* this was, as you will immediately gueſs, the 
leaving Gertrude; for the climate that is to re- 
ſtore her mother's conſtitution would probably 
debilitate her's, and, therefore, we have not a 
thought of taking her. To conſign this trea- 
ſure to the cuſtody of ſervants, was equally dan- 
gerous ; but Mrs. Belvedere has juſt been talk- 
ing with a neighbour of our's, a widow gentle- 
Ar: | | — 
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woman, in eaſy circumſtances, and who is 


a perſon entirely to be truſted, and ſhe has 
moſt charitably offered to undertake the import- 
ant office, and to reſide here. with Gertrude. 

Lord and Jady Porthurſt, who have ſpent 
ſome time with us, are ſo truly friendly as to 
inſiſt on accompanying us into France, and 
abiding with us till our return, They will, 
for this purpoſe, put their elder daughter under 
the care of à relation, and their younger here, 
with our girl, under the 3 — M. 
Sales o bai 4 

If you dd beer „ 
for a few days next week, we ſhould be happy 
to fee you. | My wife ſays the cannot go con- 
tentedly without this ſatisfaction, and, preſum- 
ing on your love for us, we expect you. Char- 
lotte joins me in duty to you. I hope there is 
nothing alarming in her ſymptoms; but a huſ- 
band!s intereſt is a convex which 3 


infinity. 
Ki I dear ſir, widh analy centered reſpect. 
9 Tour moſt obedient 
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"MR. BELVEDERE TO MR. eds o a0 
31129} 34101316 a bas 910 
e iam: ker 20th die. 1768. 
* DEAR wh, 070i. i noaiynggumeo22s no ale 
E arrived here this Ang ene ey 
tolerable paſſage, and your daughter is, 
on the whole, I think no worſe than when ſhe 
ſet out. She ſuffered a great deal in parting 
from Gertrude; but as ſhe is convinced of the 
neceſſity ſhe ſubmits to, and conſiders this tem- 
porary abſence as the only means of future en- 
joyment, her reaſon has conquered her afflic- 
tion, or elſe her regard for me enables her to 
ü u. d e en 10 ei b 
We ſhall hear from -Aſbbolm- Ss; 
when we are fixed; and have directed Mrs. Sale 


to give you now and then a certificate W 


: en Ae health. 


As ſoon as Mrs. Belvedere recoyers * fa- 


tigue ſufficiently, we ſhall leave this place, and 


proceed, through the heart of France, to Mont- 
pelier. If that air does not quite ſuit her, we 
ſhall try Aix and Avignon. 

Lord and lady Porthurſt preſent their com- 


| pliments to you, Charlotte bids me ſay ſhe 
- *. © i hopes 
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hopes ſoon to write herſelf; at preſent I muſh 
an —— en bits : 5 
E ene, iv 1 12219] 2 rodent 
| Your very obedient- humble ſervant, 
19 1952 4a Q pee BELVEDERE: 
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MRS. BELVEDERE TO MR. bkxex. 


1 af yr | 55 109 7 1970 


A Monthelitr, 27th December; 5768. 
My dear father will, I am ſure, be rejoiced 
to ſee by whoſe hand this is directed to 
him. When it is brought to him, he will 
glance eagerly at the outſide, and ſay to him- 
ſelf—O this is from my Charlotte I may 
hope for good news, ſince ſhe" wtites herſelf. 
Mr. Belvedere would have written, and I woul# 
write. J armed myſelf with all my female rhe- 
toric and obſtinacy, and ſueceeded ſo well, 
that I am determined henceforth to be very ob- 
ſtinate and tyrannical * he is as * as a lamb, 
now he is ſubdued. I told him, if he muſt 
be ſeribbling, he might ſeribble to the damſel 
at Aſhholin, He will, at leaſt, have this ad- 
— ad that ſhe can neither find fault with, 
contradict, 
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eontradict, nor take offence at any thing he-can 
ſay; and as to the reſpect ſhe will ſhew her 
father's letter, I will venture my head, that, if 
it is once put into her hand. ſhe will carry it to 
her lips before ſhe reads it. O my ſweet pretty 
little Gertrude—if I had you here 
You will ery,-Plhamb-at my nonſenſe, and 
bid me have done with it, and tell you how the 
grand buſineſs of ſtoring up health for a hun- 
dred years to come, proceeds, and how the air 
of the place agrees with me. To both theſe 
queries a very conciſe anſwer will ſuffice. We 
have been here only eight and forty hours— 
forty- ſeven of which 1 have ſpent in reſting my- 
&lf, and the. renn. des 8 thatihkd 
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owe to one ene in ſpirie Lawite.i IN, - Mes. 
Gale aſſures us of the welfare of our little laſſes, 
and expreſſes ſo, n . about ee 
Jam quite happy. 
No people ever came a dit plagez © on our 
dicagrecatile' errand, under more agreeable cir- 
cumſtances. I can never be thankful enough 
to the good friends. who voluntarily partake our 
baniſhment : their company, their lively good 
humour, and 'obliging attention, have made 
many an ickſpme day end pleaſantly; and lord 
3 particular friendſhip for, Me. Bel- 
| vedere 
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vedere has ſhewn itſelf daily and hourly. Her 


ladyſhip is a happy woman: happy, not only 
as to external advantages, but in her temper 
and conſtitution. Separated as ſhe is from her 
children, I feared. ſhe muſt ſuffer ſome uneaſi- 
neſs; but, though I am ſatisſied her love for 
them is as ſincere as mine for Gertrude, ſhe ne- 
ver utters à wiſh about them: ſhe is perfectly 
contented in her diſpoſition of them, and is ſo 
polite as to ſay they muſt be but ſecondary 
cares till I can return to England. 

Whoever I have converſed with in our way 
hither, on the topic of health, has told me ſuch 
wonders of the air of Montpelier, and given me 
ſuch hopes that it will exactly ſuit my diſorder, 
as flatter me into an opinion, that I may ſee 
roſes, if not violets, at home next ſeaſon. A 
happineſs ſtill greater than the vegetable crea- 
tion offers, I venture to promiſe myſelf that, 
let me return at what ſeaſon I will, I ſhall 
ſee you and my dear little girl. Forgive me, 
my good father, for having ſo little proſited by 
your admonitions, I remember that the latter 
bleſſing is indeed very very fragile—even now 1 
may have loſt-it—but I have an excuſe for diſ- 


| obedience. On this one poſſeſſion I may reaſon» 


ably ſet my heart: the Fates have ſpun” one 


Ae ar mother and child. But 
_ I muſt 


( 136 
J muſt not talk ſo—you will be angry. I am 
ſo out of the habit of writing, that I am already 
weary. I meant to have ſaid a little of our 
journey, but I muſt poſtpone it; and after hav- 
ing preſented my re- — cache with 
profeſſing myſelf 1 4. SHO 
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2 DEAR son, N 

I AM put upon 4a moſt pa 1 
*rand though I am very unwilling to diſcharge 
it; Jam impatient to be rid of it. By a letter 
J received laſt night from Aſhholm, Mrs, Sale 
informs me, and begs I would inform lord and 
lady Porthurſt, that their daughter, lady Lavi- 
nia, died on Sunday, after an illneſs of a few 
days. She aſſures me, neither care nor advice 


was Wanting to ſave the poor child, and inti- 
mates 
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mates that ſhe ſhall be * _ _ hs! an 
acquittal from its parents. 

This melancholy news, 1 . you vill be 
able to communicate more gently than I could, 
by writing ever fo eautiouſly to thoſe moſt inte- 
reſted in it. Gertrude was not only well when 
the letter came away; ſhe is in perfect __y 
Mrs. Sale ſays, and grows fat and lively. 
Il! wait with impatience” for a farther account 

of my daughter. I ſuſpect ſhe wrote in artiſi- 
cial ſpirits, by her breaking off ſo ſuddenly. I 
hear of numbetleſs -ciſcs ſimilar to her's, in 
which the mild climate you are in has been ef- 
ficacious; but it is thought injudicious to re- 
main ſo, much to the ſouth, when the wea- 


ther grows at all warm. A removal to a higher 


latitude in France, is preferable to an imme- 
diate tranſition to our variable atmoſphere. 
The weather here has been ſuch as made me 
almoſt rejoice, in your abſence; the fogs we 
have been ſuffocated with, might have been fa- 
tal to my girl. I feel ſo trifling an inconve= 
nience from having a little more buſineſs to do, 
that I infiſt on your excluding the ſhop and all 
its concerns, from your thoughts. 
Sir Tancred Wilnor called here to-day, and 
made very particular "enquiry after you. HE 
was W N on acount of his grand · mother's 
being 


1386) 
being indiſpoſed; but ſhe is recovered, and 
likely to occupy the priory for ſome years to 
come, ſo he may go on with his farming in 
Devonſhire. He is on his return into Suſſex 
for a ſew: weeks, and then ruſticates in the 
weſt, for for the en asse n 
winter. 1 i 22-311] 

As I never ni n * am not fe- 
quired to apologize ſor ſhort ones. Give my 
love and bleſſing to my dear Charlotte, my re- 
ſpectful compliments to lord Porthurſt and his 
lady, to whom I wiſh I could fend better ti- 
dings, and think me, molt — —_ with 
the n eſteem, oft 

r of We os aſeQionat dakar. | 
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COMMUNICATED thi'triplenſaine bun- 
then to his lady, and am happy to inform you, 
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that, by your care, it had no bad effect. His 
lordſhip has written to Mrs. * and I hops 


her mind will be at reſt. 00 o 

This accident has rouſed my Ates Galicitada 
about Gertrude, and ſhe begins again to talk of 
home; but, before ſhe ventures, we maſt hear 
from you whether the ſpring. in England is 
mild or rigid. Charlotte is undoubtedly. much 
better; her cough gives her very little diſturb- 
ance, and we flatter ourſelves her bad ſymp+ 
toms are departing z. yet ſhe is not in a. ſtate in 
which any thing can be riſqued. This is all L 
muſt ſay about her; for ſhe enjoins me, or ra- 
ther commands me, to tell you only generals, 
and to leave particulars for her, as it is her in- 
tention in a day or tœo, ſhe ſays, to write you 
a letter that would make +a decent pamphlet, 
and which is to contain a full account of all 
the incidents of our journey, and to end with a 
particular deſerintion of N n 
windows. 

To you, Who have lere every — of 
Lak nothing that I can write about this 
country would be new. We begin to form an 
agreeable ſociety with three or four Engliſh-fa+ 
milies who are here for the air, and we have te · 
ceived civilities from many of thoſe reſident 
ene ſo that our time is paſſed without 

. languor, 
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languor, and even when we are left to our. 
ſelves, lord and lady Porthurſt contrive to keep 
the demon of ennui at à due diſtance. Your 
newſpapers reach us, and are now of treble the 
value J ever thought them. Charlotte has ſo 
much the ſpirit of patriotiſm in her, that ſhe 


graſps with avidity at every thing that bea 


the appellation of Britiſh. I wiſh J could pro- 
cure her ſood, ready prepared, from home; 
that might tempt her appetite, but I muſt con- 
feſs we are all ſo plebeian as to deteſt the diſ- 
guiſed ſcraps that are fet before us. L'art di 
cuiſinier is never ſo A- as to an # Engliſh- 
man in France... © 

Medicine, which one i think a particu- 


ox Jar object of conſideration in a place reſorted to, 


as this is, by invalids; is here moſt miſerably 
profeſſed,” French phyſicians, and their ſer- 
vants in pharmacy, ſeem to have no idea of 
comprefling any thing they adminiſter into a 
ſmall compaſs : all comes in the ſhape of ſoups 
and broths. They do not, as with us, give 
the eſſenee of drugs, or, in chemicals, extract 
that quality alone which is ſanative to the pa- 
tient. What you take, muſt have all its natu- 
ral appendages, for they cannot ſeparate them; 
and this, enlarged by the vehicle it is to be 
conveyed in, often makes a plentiful doſe. An 
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Fngliſh gentleman, who has been here three 
or four ſucceſſive winters, tells me, that once, 
having occaſion for a medical preparation of a 
very unpalatable herb, he conſulted a phyſician 
of eminence on the form he ſhould take it in, 
whether as a tincture, a decoction, or infu- 
ſion; to each of which he himſelf objected the 
quantity. The ſage preferred the latter. 'The 
patient deſired to be told, if a medicament, to 
him ſo. nauſeous, could. not be reduced to a 
more compendious, form. Sangrado faid, no; 
and the unfortunate perſon was forced, to drink 
plentifully of this infernal tea. On his return 
to London, he mentioned this to an apothecary, 
who proved to him that any one, properly 
{killed in. Pharmacy, would have adminiſtered 
as much of the virtue in a twentieth part of his 
diurnal bevera 8 

I hope to be 1 . to write ſtill better 
news of our dear Charlotte's health, - Her 
duty, and lord and lady Porthurſt's compli- 
ments, muſt not be omitted, though I have de- 
ferred writing till it is ſo late that I have only 
time to ſubſcribe myſelf 
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Tus Aragon of my ina, and my ins 
ability to think of any one whom I can if 
properly addreſs on this occaſion, muſt plead 
my excuſe, not only for taking ſo unwarrantz 
ble a liberty with a gentleman I am very flight. } 
ly known to, but for intreating you to do whit 
muſt in its nature be very painful. All ou 
Hopes of Mrs. Belvedere s recovery. are blaſt 
by the hand of death. Aﬀter having, to i 
pearance, recovered amazingly, ſhe ſuddenly 
relapſed, and yeſterday morning my poor friend, 
her huſband, received her laſt breath. 
ſe This ſhocking event I am compelled to com- 
municate, as Mr. Denck ougbt to be apprizc 
of it; but I could as ſoon put a dagger to his 
throat, as inform him of the calamity : it can · 
not be done ſafely by letter: it muſt be ſoft 
ened by words; and you, Sir, would do al 
action of eminent benevolence if you would 


rr the arduous taſk, Mr. Denck, whe 
144 he 
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a laſt wrote, Laid you were going into Suſſex, 
and I am ſure you will not gtudge the journey. 
It is not in my own perſon that I make this 
requeſt ſo nearly à ſtranger as I am to you, 
I have no right to expect your attention; but 
Lask it as Mr, Belvedere's friend, and as one 
whoſe reaſon 1 ſupply the n fuſ- 
penſion of his. | 216 ee eee 
It is too i for my Waren have. deter- 
mined on the courſe he will purſue. I ima 
gine we ſhal! return to England, where I am 
ſure he will be deſirous of burying the remains 
of his beloved Charlotte. After the ſubſtance 
of this letter is diſcloſed to Mr. Denck, he 
ſhall immediately u what are 1 Ove. 
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A I truſt you are by this time aequainted 
with a misfortune that | afiQts! me too 
much yet to give [you any particulars of it, I 
think it proper to inform you that Mr. Belve- 
dere has reſolved on returning to England; and 
will ſet out in a few days for Boulogne, where 
he means to embark, and begs. he may meet a 
letter from you, ſignify ing that yon have ſuſ- 
tained the blow as ne could win) 
It is torture to me to be forced to write to 

a father on ſuchſa ſubject; neceſſity alone can 
excuſe the cruelty. The remains of this dear 
woman are to be conveyed with all diligence 
to England. As to the place of her interment, 
my friend leaves it to your choice. 
I know not whither Mr. Belvedere will go, on 
his arrival in England. The circumſtance of 
his daughter's being there, will not tempt him 
to Aſhholm; that place he cannot viſit till his 
mind is a little recovered. If his dejection 
would not increaſe your's, I could wiſh him to 
aur remain 
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remain a ſhort time in London, and then I will 
try if I can get him into Cornwall with me. 
There, as nothing about him would refreſh his 
grief, I hope it may ſpend itſelf; but this, and 
all other of our at are ſubject to * 


control. 
I will not dwell on the melancholy ſubject, a 


nor detain you longer than to 4100 you, that I 
am, dear ſir, . | 
Your very faithful and 
Obedient humble ſervant, © 
PORTHURST» 


LETTER XIII. | 2 


SIR TANCRED WILNOR TO LORD pokr- 
HURST, © 


MY LORD, 
Y 908 requeſt to me, painful as would * 
have been the execution, needed no apo- 
logy. Offices of this kind every one has a 
right to aſk of another, and he muſt be wanting 
in humanity who can ſhrink from them. Im- 
mediately on the receipt of your lordſhip's let- 


ter, I ſet out for London, and came to Mr. 
Vo. I. H Denck's, 


6 246 ) 


| Denck's, intending to break the matter tender. 
ly to him. I found him unwell ; too much ſo 
to juſtify my entering on the ſubjet then, I 
therefore left him, with a promiſe to call again 
in the evening. | 
I did ſo; he was gone to bed, and his ſer- 
vants ſeemed alarmed at his indiſpoſition. l 
Jearnt that the diſorder was the gout in his ſto- 
mach, and while I ſtaid in the houſe, the phy- 
fician, who had been called in, declared, that 
without immediate relief, his danger was immi- 
nent. The next morning, and yeſterday morn- 
ing, I viſited him; but it would have been 
madneſs to inform him of my purpoſe, for he 
was too far gone to be ſenſible of any worldly 
care, and in the afternoon expired, 
Aggravating to Mr. Belvedere's affliction as 
this ſecond ſtroke appears, he muſt, if he rea- 
ſons rightly, perceive that it eaſes him of a very 
grievous part of it. To ſee the father mourn 
his daughter, muſt, to the huſband of that 
daughter, be inſupportably melancholy. The 
calamity might have ſhortened Mr. Denck's 
life, had he heard of it; but now he has left 
the world unconſcious of his loſs. Endeavor, 
my lord, by all means, to extract comfort from 
this for the friend you ſo aſſiduouſly ſerve, and 
are ſo nobly attached to. 
| | As 
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As Mr. Belvedere is Mr. Denek's executor, 
his return to England is wiſhed for. Thoſe 
who have the conduct of the banking buſineſs, 
have ſatisfied my doubts as to its ſecurity, and 
promiſe that no exertions ſhall be wanting on 
their part. I have taken upon me to adviſe that 
Mr. Denck's body be kept from interment till 
his daughter's remains arrive, or at leaſt till 
Mr. Belvedere gives directions for the funeral. 
I do not know that this is right, but in my 
own caſe I ſhould have wiſhed it ſo. ; 

I write this from Mr. Denck's houſe, and 
ſhall in a few hours return home. If I can be 
of any ſervice to Mr. Belvedere, I hope he will 
not ſcruple to call on me; or if my houſe in 
Devonſhire would be an eligible retreat for him, 
he has only to command 

His, and your lordſhip's, 
Very humble ſervant, 
TancrEeD WILNOR, 


P. S. I truſt you will make enquiry for let 
ters at Boulogne, and therefore ſhall direct this 


thither, as Mr. Belvedere __ Nr. Denck 
to do if he had written. | 
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"LETTER YETI. 


MR. BELVEDERE TO SIR TANCRED 
WILNOR. 


DEAR SIR, 
1 HAVE been ten days i in London, and you, 

kind and friendly as you have ſhewn your- 
ſelf, are yet ignorant of my arrival. I plead the 
privilege of wretchedneſs, and am confident you 
will not puniſh my omiſſion, by adding to the 
loſſes I have recently ſuſtained, that of your 
regard, 

Thurſday evening * the corpſes of my dear 
Charlotte and her worthy father interred in one 
grave in this pariſh church. For this mournful 
ſatis faction, which I would have given any thing 
to have purchaſed, I am indebted to your con- 
ſiderate goodneſs. My reſtleſs anxiety about 
getting her beloved remains conveyed to her na- 
tive country is now over, and for the ſake of 
my friends, for lord Porthurſt's ſake, who J 
am ſure has done more than even friendſhip 
could aſk, and for the ſake of the infant to 
whom ] am to ſtand in the place of father and 
mother, I will exert myſelf * the afflic- 


tion I am fated to — 
2 71 ; Ic cannot 
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1 cannot yet think of ſeeing my little girl. 
Dear as ſhe is to me, it would ſo wound me, 
that I fear my love for her might ſuffer ſome 
abatement. I have employed a friend to viſit 
her, and have the comfort of hearing the poor 
little motherleſs thing is likely to live. | 
The ſolitude L am left to is ſhocking, even 
mitigated as it is by lord Porthurſt's aſſiduity. 
There are hours when this muſt be felt; there 
are daily occurrences which makes me * wiſh in 
© vain for Deſdemona.” 0 09 
But awake as I am to the miſeries of my for- 
lorn. ſituation, I am not ſo ungrateful as to ſay. 
I am left comfortleſs. I enjoy one of the 
greateſt conſolations a thinking mind can re- 
ceive. Had, my lamented: love been the reverſe 
of what ſhe was, had her ſhort. life been ſpent 
in folly, or waſted in negligence, I ſhould have 
ſought, and ſought fruitleſsly, for fome balſam 
for my grief; but pious as ſhe was to her ma- 
ker and her parent, affectionate to her huſband 
and her child, charitable, in the largeſt extent 
of charity, to all the world, and rigorous only 
to herſelf, my tears for her are ſhed on the 
wings of hope, and while I deplore my own: 
unbappineſs, I exult in her felicity, Sweet ſpi= 
rit ! caſt not down thy looks to this ſpeck of 
creation ; let not the weakneſs. of thoſe who 
unreaſonably mourn. for thee, diſturb, even for 


+ 0 a moment, 
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a moment, thy ineffable bliſs; but if in the 
wide ſcope of ſpiritual knowledge, thou canſt 
not but regard the world thou haſt quitted, in- 
fuſe into him from whoſe fide thou waſt torn, 
thine humble fortitude, and teach him the path 
by which thou haſt attained to glory ! 


I feel] I am rather too early in truſting myſelf 
with the uſe of a pen. It was my intention when 
J ſat down, only to tell you of my arrival, and 
to accept of part of your offered kindneſs, ' If 
you can indulge me fo far as to allow me the 
privacy my ſituation requires, I will gratify 
myſelf in ſpending a few weeks with you in 
Devonſhire, I cannot deviſe any thing that 
will be ſo agreeable to me; for Aſhholm and 
Southampton-row, are equally. intolerable, I 
cannot bear to embitter all lady Porthurſt's 
hours, and this houſe of Mr. Denck's is a 
feene of painful remembrances. Poor good old 
man !—happy indeed was it for him that he 
died ignorant of his Joſs. I accuſe myſelf 
hourly of ingratitude to him, in ſuffering my 
elder forrow ſo wholly to occupy my mind :— 
ſhe was my wife—that muſt be my excuſe, if J 
fail in expreſſion; — in ſincerity of mourning, I 
hope I am not deficient. 

Ie is at preſent my deſign to take Mr. Denck's 


— into a. ſubordinate and temporary 
partnerſhip, 
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partnerſhip, that buſineſs may not be obſtructed 
by my inertneſs. Perhaps all the world may 
not make the allowances my friends will do for 


the errors and omiſſions of | 
Your obliged and faithful 


FRANCIS BELVEDERE. 


-. 
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LETTER xXLIV. 


MR. BELVEDERE TO SIR TANCRED 


London, 26th July, 1769. 


DEAR SIR, 
FP is incumbent on me to relieve your oblige 

ing anxiety about me, by telling you aug 
plan is at laſt fixed on. My friends are una 
nimous in adviſing me to. go abroad, and lord 
Porthurſt urges me fo warmly, and allures me 
ſo irreſiſtibly by oftering me his company, and 
that of his counteſs, that I have yielded to 
their inſtances, and we purpoſe leaving London 
before the end of next month. What our route 
will be, is not at preſent determined; but 
France, Switzerland, a part of — and 
perhaps a viſit to Rome, are among the things 
and places talked of. Two years, at leaſt, we 
H 4 {ball 
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ſhall-be abſent, unleſs called home by buſineſs, 
or our children. I have made many reſolutions 
and many attempts to viſit Aſhholm and my 
Gertrude ; but they have all ended in engaging 
the perſon who has hitherto reared her, to con- 
tinue her care of her durifig my abſence. I 
ſhall take every opportunity of getting intelli- 
gence of her, and flatter myſelf that I ſhall re- 
turn and claim her, as my Charlotte's memo- 
rial, with pleaſure. I am perverſely mortified 
at being told what ought rather to be acqui- 
eſced in as favourable to the circumſtances ſhe 
is left in. I am told by thoſe who have at my 
-requeſt viſited her, that ſhe does not in the 
leaft reſemble her mother. 

Permit me to repeat my thanks ſor your 
kindneſs and politeneſs to me, and to make 
my beſt acknowledgements to your lady, and 
all ſuitable regards to your little folks. That 
Heaven may never afflict you as I have been 
afflicted, is the wiſh of, fir, 

Your obliged humble ſervant, 
FRANCIS BELVEDERE, 


LETTER 
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LETTER XIV. 11 


MR. BELVEDERE TO SIR PANCRED 1 


WILNOR, 29 
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; | London, 1675 October, 7755 

DEAR SIR, 

60 an interval of upwards of three years. has 
not entirely obliterated me from your re- 
membrance, it will, I am certain, give you 
pleaſure to hear that I am returned to England 
in a ſtate of improved health and reſtored: ſpi- 
rits. The varieties of countries and objects, 
nay, the very difficulties of our journies, have 
been of ſervice to me, and I hope I come to 
my natural element of action with will and 
ability to diſcharge the duties I am called to. 

At preſent I am at the houſe in-Broad- 
ſtreet, which has been during my abſence, and 
will continue to be inhabited by my partner, 
while he is ſo, Our dwelling-houſe in South» 
ampton-row, I diſpoſed of before I went abroad, 
ſo that I have at preſent no town-houſe, nor 
ſhall I, I believe, engage one, till my girl grows 
old enough to wiſh for London. The family 
here are very willing to accommodate me when 
I chuſe to be with them, ſo that Aſhholm will 


Hs be 
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be my ſettled reſidence, though the greateſt 
part of every week muſt be ſpent in London. 
To-morrow I purpoſe going into Surry to 
viſit my little maid, of whom I have beard the 
beſt accounts whenever I ſtaid long enough in 


_ place to have a return from England. I wiſh 


this firſt interview over, and that I had aſcer- 
tained whether my feelings were. pleaſant or 
painful on ſeeing my child. I am fearful that 
the renewed remembrance of her dear mother 


ſhould ale me as to abate my love for the 


poor infant. 
Lord Porthurſt's preſence in Cornwall is 


wanted to the ſecurity of his property there, 


and he therefore leaves London immediate- 
ly. I muſt, at leaſt for ſome weeks, hover 
in the neighbourhood of -it; but as ſoon as 
leiſure permits it, I intend to do myſelf the 
pleaſure of running down to Devonſhire. Pro- 


haps I may make one at your Chriſtmas fire, 


and there © tell of all I felt, and all I ſaw, 


till you are ſurfeited with travels, and diſguſted 


with travelled men. Till then I am, with due 
reſpects to hay nn. and your family, dear 
fir, 


Your faithful-friend, and 

Very humble ſervant, 
FrAnCcis BELVEDERE- 
LETTER 
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LETTER XII. 


MR. BELVEDERE TO LoRD PORTHURST. 


 Afobolm, 13th October, 1772. 

V little girl is gone out for her airings 

and I ſeize the opportunity of telling my 
dear friend, that I am happy in having ſeen her. 
Mrs, Sale would not bring her to me imme- 
diately on my arrival. She very diſcreetly ad- 
viſed me to endeavour at conquering my difficul- 
ties ſingly, and to accuſtom myſelf to being in 
a place that ſo harrowed'my very ſoul, before I 
ventured on a farther trial of my ſteadineſs. 
She let me for -ſome minutes hear Gertrude's 
voice before ſhe appeared, and thus, by degrees, 
ſo broke me in to the irkſome taſk, that I be- 
gan to conſider the child as the conſolation, 
not the aggravation of my ſorrows, and wel- 
comed her to my arms, if not with joy, yet 


with fondneſs. 

1 now felt the advantage of her being unlike 
my Charlotte, and ſhe will feel the advantage 
of it, as my love for her will not be accom- 
panied by that melancholy, which whateyer 
ſtrikes my memory muſt produce, She is now 


in her fifth year, and her appearance credits | 
H6 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Sale's care. She had been taught to ex- 
pect me, but was a little ſhy at firſt, Before 
we parted, we were, however, very well ac- 
quainted, and ſhe would not leave me all day, 
As to her perſon, it promiſes well ; ſhe has a 
prettily turned face, fine dark eyes, and a ſenſi- 
ble look; her temper, Mrs. Sale ſays, is ex- 
tremely bende, and her diſpoſition very prompt 
to learn, ſo that I may promiſe myſelf pleaſure 
and ſucceſs in her education, But ſhe has loſt 
her beſt inftruQor ! 

The perſona who has at preſent the care of 
her, does not think herſelf qualified to ſuperin- 
. tend and cultivate her mind ; nor will it be con- 
venient to her to continue here much longer, 
as ſhe has relations in Wales, who are earneſt 
for her coming thither. The leaſt I can do to 
repay her aſſiduity about the child, is to let her 
depart when ſhe wiſhes it, and I muſt therefore 
look out for a fit ſubſtitute. I ſhall eſta- 
bliſh a little houſehold for my little girl : ſhe 
ſhall have ſervants, and a carriage, as ſhe 
has hitherto had, and the beſt informed female 
J can hear of for a governeſs. I intend Aſh- 
holm to be her only reſidence for ſome years to 
come, till the little pulſes beat for balls, plays, 


and operas; and then to take a houſe at the weſt 
end 
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end of the town, and keep my bar in all be- 
coming elegance. 
Should I not be ſo fortunate as to meet with 
a governeſs every way qualified to ſupply the 
place of a mother, my applications to lady Port- 
hurſt will be frequent. Unleſs we can ſee your 
little Helen often, to copy, at due diſtance, her 
habiliments, we muſt apply to your counteſs 
on the important points of caps, ſhoes, frocks, 
&c, How ſoon a mother is miſled ! | 
Adieu, my dear lord. Let me hear how you 
fare in Cornwall, and how you found your 
daughter when you claimed her. Daughters 
will now be ſubjeQts infinitely important. Beſt 
reſpects and abundant thanks attend lady Nort- 
hurſt for all her friendly attentions. If I am 
not permitted the enjoyment of other bleſſings, 
I can atfeaſt boaſt, that friendſhip has been no 
niggard to 
Your obliged and obedient. 
Francis BELVEDERE., © 
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LETTER XIII. 


LORD PORTHURST TO MR. BELVEDERE. 


Trevelly, I/ November, 1772. 
DEAR FRANK, 
4 — am I, in the midſt of a frightful tin 
country, ſurrounded by a ſet of people 
without intelligence or ideas, peſtered with li- 
tigation, impriſoned by autumn rains, and roads 
worſe than any we met with on the continent, 
wholly cut off from rational ſociety, and in as 
peeviſn a humour as ſuch circumſtances can 
excite in a mind not over- ſtored with philoſo- 
phy. We ought to thank Heaven that we got 
| here ſafe ; but I reſerve my gratitude for our re- 
turn, which, depend upon it, ſhall be as _ 
as poſſible. 

If Helen were not comparatively a firanger, 
and, by conſequence, a novelty, I do not know 
what my wife would do for amuſement, as ſhe 
has not even my buſineſs and vexations to re- 
lieve the ennui of this infernal place. We 
came to it, I muſt confeſs, at a bad time of 
year; but even the beſt is, to my knowledge, 
ſcarcely tolerable, for the ſpray of the fea com- 


mands every inch of land about the houſe, and 
it 
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it is ſo infeſted with a ſpecies of moths and 
gnats that riſe from the water, that, in the 
hotteſt weather, you purchaſe the freſh air by 
admitting millions of theſe ſcoundrels whenever” 
the window is opened. 14 

The lady who has had the charge of our 
Helen, gave us many cautions when ſhe reſtored 
her, againſt encouraging her vivacity by com- 
mendation. She gives her a high character 
for being ſhrewd and cunning, to which quali- 
ties I ſee no objection, while kept within due 
limits. To be ſure, no girl ever ſtood a fairer 
chance of being ſpoilt, both by father and mo- 
ther: for the life of me, I cannot take the trou- 
ble of admoniſhing her whenever ſhe trips. I 
would as ſoon be a jailor; and as for my fair 
lady Porthurft, I ſhould be grieved to fee her 
beauty formed by a frown. Helen muſt go 
her own way, and rule «us—it is leſs fatiguing 
than ruling her. She is a very pretty ſmart- 
looking little woman ; ſhe could tell you this 
herſelf; for a pier-glaſs is a very favourite piece 
of furniture with her; and I am much miſtaken 
if ſhe will not, as ſhe grows up, prefer perſonal 
glitter to ſolid attainment. Be it ſo, I care 
not. She will be noble and lovely, by birth 
and nature ; - rich, ſhe will never be; wiſe, 1 
doubt ſhe cannot be; but ſhe may do very well 

| | without 
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without either wiſdom or riches, in a world 
where ſew is every thing, and reality diſre- 
garded. . | | = ei Þ 
Apropos as to riches—T have been fo ill an 
ceconomiſt, that I muſt reſort to you, and beg 
you to honour my drafts to a greater amount 
than you are at preſent indemnified for, I 
mould have done better if I had followed your 
example in giving up the houſe in town before 
I left England; for three years* rent is an abo- 
minable arrear. I ſhall ſend my landlord to 
you to have it ſettled. 

I have been looking all over my n 
8 here for a good match for you. Marry 
again you poſitively ſhall, if I adopt the ſcheme 
of Prometheus to procure you a wife. My en- 
quiries hitherto have not been ſucceſsful, tho 
am very moderate in the qualificatiths I ex- 
pect. I aſk nothing more than an union of 
beauty, virtue, good ſenſe, good temper, and a 
good landed eſtate; but, common as all theſe 
things are, I have not yet ſeen them concen- 
trated in Cornwall. 

Lady Porthurſt, with her W and 
beſt wiſhes, bids me offer you. every ſervice ſhe 


can render you or your little unique. We are 


both very anxious to ſee her, and to judge for 
ourſelves who ſhe is like, Helen ſhall be taught 
| | to 
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to love her, and to entertain the ſame —— 
for Gertrude's father, as does | 


His very affectionate friend, 
| ven 


LETTER XLIVIII. 


MR. BELVEDERE TO LORD f PORTHURST, 


Afthilm-park, , 10th December, 
MY DEAR FRIEND, | 
HAVE news to tell you that will furpriſe 
you, and to which all other communica- 
tions muſt be poſtponed. Yeſterday morning, 
while I was getting ready to come hither, a- 
note was brought to me from major Metros, in 
which he told me that he had been but a fem 
days in England, and that he ſhould be happy 
if I could;” without inconvenience to myſelf,” 
admit him and his /on Philip, to pay their re- 
ſpects to me. The meſſenger waited for an an- 
ſwer, which I was not very well able to give 
on a ſudden. However, a few minutes“ conſi- 
deration determined me. I put off my journey, 
and begged the major's company, with the boy, 
at een I took care to have no other gueſt, 


and 


-- the child himſelf, the reſpect due to his kind 
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and fortified my mind as much as I could, for 
the ordeal trial it was to undergo. | 

The ſufferings of this interval could only be 
exceeded by thoſe of the moment when Philip 
was led in by his ſuppoſitious father. The 
emotions that gave a pulſe to every fibre about 
me, the reſtraint I was. forced to on account of 


friend and voluntary parent, the remorſe that 
overwhelmed me, the ſhame, the contrition that 
humbled me, and the remembrances that pre- 
ſented themſeves in horror te my fight, produced 
altogether an agony ſo keen, as might atone 
for all offences but my deadly folly. | 
Major Melros's intention in procuring this 
interview, was ſolely to introduce himſelf and 
Philip to me, that there might not be between 
us, that aukward ſtrangeneſs. which would al- 
ways make us ſhy of each other, and, in the 
end, deprive the boy of my perſonal regard. I 
enquired cautiouſly after Mrs, Melros. She is 
in the country at preſent, I deſired not to 
know where for I was perfectly ſatisfied with 
hearing ſhe was well, and not unhappy. She 
has with her two ſons born at Gibraltar. 4 
We have agreed, that Philip ſhall be imme- 
diately put to ſchool. I ſhall occafionally viſit 
"wu as his father's friend, and ſhall ultimately 
provide 
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provide for him. All arrears have been paid, 
from time to time, to the regiment's agent, 
and no one ſhall ever have cauſe to ſay, I was 
niggardly to my unfortunate: charge, though I 
muſt be ſo far unjuſt, as to deny him his: no- 
minal birth-right z but, in the end, I am ſatis- 
fed this can be no injury, Philip muſt not en- 
croach on what would be my Gertrude's, be- 
cauſe her mother made my fortune; but he 
ſhall have a competent proviſion. 

As to honouring your drafts, my dear lord, 
your mentioning it was neceſſary only to pre- 
vent ſuſpicion of deception. No aſſiſtance I 
can ever give you in pecuniary difficulties, will 
repay your friendſhip when I 2 ſo greatly 
in need of it. 

I cannot be ſo civil bee 
ing a wife for me. If you would not drive me 
to be downright rude to you, ſtop your enqui- 
ries, I have deceived one woman, and another 
I fear owes her death to me; and when I make 
a third oyerture towards marriage, may my re» 
maining comforts abandon me 

Philip has his mother in every feature ; and 
is a fine ſtout boy, with great life and ſpirit. 
To my enquiring what he would be, he an- 
ſwered, a ſoldier in Gibraltar, The firſt de- 
pron may perhaps be a good diſpoſal of 
| him; 


— 
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"him; for the laſt; he muſt take his chance, 
The major offered that I ſhould ſee Mrs. Mel. 
ros; but I declined it, and ſhall always decline 
it. I ſuppoſe he made the offer to try me, 
My mind feels relieved by —_— ſeen the 
child. Lahe 
— my little ne Gertrude, grous 
fond of me. She is come, and I muſt only ſay, 
that I am, with all poſſible en to you 
and the counteſs, _. 
. Your el obedient 
„„ + 2»  PRANCIS BELVEDERP, 


P. S. I am going ſhortly to fir Tancred 
Wilnor's, in Devonſhire; and, if I can, I will 
peep at your anti-paradiſe, Vour being there, 
will make it pleaſant to me. If you do not 
ſee me in ſix weeks, e, 1 cannot come. 
ere N | "y | 
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UTTER FLEE 


MR, BELVEDERE'TO LORD hater ues 

| 2 

Abbolm-park, 616 March, 1773s 
MY DEAR LORD, | | 3 
* I know you feel an ni in even my 
moſt minute concerns, you ate often 
troubled with intelligence that, to an uninter- 
eſted perſon, would appear impertinent. That 
I have found a proper ſuperintendant for my 
little girl, is in itſelf a matter below your no- 
tice; but I am convinced, that it will give you 
pleaſure to be told, that my mind is at eaſe in 
this, to me, important particular. I ſhall now 
be not only certain that ſhe is properly at- 
tended, but that ſhe is not trifling away the 
moſt valuable years of her life. As fbe has nei- 

ther honours nor deſcent to boaſt, we muſt give 
her ſomething to recommend her. You know 
you and I are not entirely agreed about educa- 
tion, I wiſh you may not repent your - 
chalance about lady Helen. Surely, let a wo- 
man be in ever ſo exalted a ſtation of life, it is 

fit that her mind be cultivated. 

Ihe perſon I have engaged with, is the wiſe 
3 now with the fleet on the Me- 
op diterranean 
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diterranean ſervice. Her name is Thirpley; 
ſhe is ſive and twenty years old, and is recom- 
mended very ſtrongly to me, as being a woman 
of good underſtanding and conſcientious prin- 
ciples, acquainted with every branch of female 
tuition that a female can ineulcate, and as one 
' who may, advantageouſly to myſelf, be truſted 

with this ineſtimable relic of my Charlotte's 
love, Her face and figure, though far from vul- 
gar, are ſufficiently homely to acquit me; and[ 
now look upon myſelf as ſaved farther ſearch, 
She will enter on her office at Lady-day, and 
before that time, I will make good my promiſe 
of ſending Gertrude to Audley- ſtreet for a few 
days. As this will be the young lady's firk } 
viſit, I cannot be reſponſible for her conduct. 
I have wiſely told miſs my intention, and am 
conſequently required every minute to anſwer 
ſome queſtion about London, or lady Helen 
- Storford, which always is concluded with— 

When thall I go, papa? | 
From the dawnings of her mind, I flatter 
myfelf that my girl will prove herſelf amply 
gifted with the favours of nature. And yet, 
delighted as I am to ſee her in the midſt of her 
moſt perfect enjoyments, a melancholy thought 
will often croſs me, that perhaps I am bring- 
ing her up to ſhare the fate of one of the only 
f | twW O 
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two women I ever looked to with an idea of 
matrimony. It may be, ſome vicious or hot- 
headed fool, like myſelf, will ſeduce her from 
her father's houſe and love, and deſert her as I 
deſerted Dorothy ;—or, if ſhe ſhould inherit the 
tender ſuſceptible heart of her mother, the 
man ſhe gives it to may be as unworthy and as 
inſenſible as myſelf; and then my poor Ger- 
trude may waſte and pine, and bury all my 
hopes in a youthful grave, Theſe fears and 
terrors are the lot of anxious parents, and are 
placed in the oppoſite ſcale to that which 
contains their pleaſures. My enjoyments as 
they do not need, can hardly ſupport this 
counteraction. A flight retroſpect of a few paſt 
years will, at any time, prevent my 3 '$ turit- 
ing giddy with delight. 

I am, my dear lord, with reſpeful . 


ments to your lady, and love to your young 
lady, 


Your obliged and faithful 
- FRANCIS BELVEDERRE. 


P. S. As I was cloſing this, a letter was 
brought to me from major Melros. He has juſt 
Joſt his father; a loſs' I am ſincerely Fo, 
becauſe his wiſe will fee i deeply 15 i 
LETTER 
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LETTER 1. 


We BELVEDERE TO LORD PORTHURST, 


Branch Areet, 81 22 1776. 
- MY DEAR LORD, 2: 
| 1 KNOW not how 1 it is . laſt took 
up a pen in your ſervice. It is a neceſſity 
that ſeems nearly to have worn itſelf out; for 
as we are never many hours aſunder when in 
ton, as I have accompanied you in yur jour- 
mies, and been favoured with your preſence at 
Aſhholm, the medium of writing is not required 
for the conveyance of our ſentiments; but what 
I now have to ſay, I wiſh to relieve my mind 
by ſaying directly, and unleſs I can fee you 
alone, a viſit to you would not avail 'me. 
Poor Mrs. Melros is a widow! By the ga- 
zette-liſt of thoſe who fell in the American 
victory we are rejoicing for, I ſee her huſband 
was one. I have made enquiry, and my en- 
quiry has produced confirmation of the fact. 
As ſoon as I have finiſhed this, I ſhall ſet off 
to ſee Philip, and learn of him where his mo- 
ther is to be found. Do not, however, infer | 
from this, that I, or my prudence, are in any 
danger. I can truly ſay, that ſince the hour 
147121 8 when 
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when my dear Charlotte conſented to be mine, 
I have never felt any thing more than the ſin- 
cereſt and moſt chaſtiſed friendſhip for Mrs, 
Melros. I am- ſatisfied, that if ſhe entertains 
| any regard for me, it is as limited as this; and, 
though I would not make the experiment, I 
could venture all I am worth, that ſhe and I 
might be next-door neighbours, and ſee each 
other daily, without my daughter's having the 
leaſt cauſe to fear my introducing a ſtep-mo- 
ther. Such a folly, for a folly it would be 
now, muſt be an inſult on the memory of Mrs. 
Belvedere; and I hope my love for her will 
ever prevent even my ſligbting her memory. So 
far as this I would g0:—if I diſcover, at a fu- 
ture time, that Mrs, Melros's peace needs this 
imprudence on my part, I will, as ſoon as Ger- 
trude is diſpoſed of, make her an offer_of mar- 
riage ; but not till then. I am very much miſ- 
taken if- ſhe would not unheſitatingiy 9 
me. 

My — i in procuring her addreſs is, I 
own, to write to her, and tender her my beſt 
ſervices in ſettling her affairs, or procuring 
whatever is her due. All this may be tranſ- 
acted without an interview, and as, God knows, 
ihe may have no other able friend, it Noun be 
brutality to do leſs than this. 


Vor. I, I I left 


e 


1 ‚jeft Aſhholm yeſterday, and my girl in 
health, and the full enjoyment of her thought. 
leſs age. She grows very tall, and is daily 
improving under the care of Mrs. Thirpley, 
with whoſe conduct and qualifications I have 
every reaſon to be ſatisfied. | 
Farewell. Believe me, though in too much 
haſte to be civil, very truly and reſpectfully, 
Your lordſhip's 
FRANCIS BELVEDERE, 


LETTER LI. 
MR. BELVEDERE TO MRS. MELROS, 


Broad-ftreet, London, gth February, 1776. 

DEAR MADAM, © 
F you feel either irritated or intereſted when 
- you caſt your eye on the ſignature of this 
letter, I conjure you to deſtroy it, and not to 
grant it your attention for a ſingle moment. 
Perhaps you may learn its contents before you 
know its author, unleſs I anticipate that know- 
ledge.—Belvedere is the man who has the te- 


merity to addreſs you. Penitent as he is for 
the 
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the follies of his youth, and aware as he is that 
he merits your contempt and hatred, he dares 
to offer his ſervices, in confidence, that the ſe- 
vere misfortunes with which he has been af- 
fitted, have wrought all the change in his mind 
that is neceſſary to acquit your diſcretion, and 
ſecure you, in liſtening to him. 

The public accounts have informed me, that 
you are in a ſituation which aſks the condolence, 
and, it may be, the exertions of your friends. 
No one can more fincerely deplore the calamity 
than I do; no one has ſo much reaſon to de- 
plore your loſs as I have. For every ſiniſter 
blow of fortune that reaches you, I am reſpon- 
ſible; and, if the world afforded a ſufficient ſa- 
crifice for my errors, the atonement ſhould be 
inſtantly offered; but the miſchief 18 irreparable; 
there is no equivalent atonement ; and I can 
only prevent the aggravation of them, Negle& 
of you, my dear madam, is as far from my in- 
clination, as from my duty. I aſk nothing 
within the reach of poſſible gratification, but to 
be made uſeful to you. 

If you have patience to read. what I write, 
and confidence enough in me to believe that I 
have, learnt integrity, I flatter myſelf you will 
fayour me with a reply, ſtating any difficulties 
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you may wiſh cnt: and candidly b 
ing me how I can ſerve you. 
I am, dear madam, -* 
Your very fincere friend, 
FRANCIS BELVEDERE, 


* | | Z - a 
LETTER LI. 
LORD PORTHURST TO MR. BELVEDERE, 


Azdley-Freet, T. beet 

O UV are walking, Frank, on a ſubterra- 
neous volcano, ready to burſt under your 

feet, For God's fake, give up your wild ſcheme 
of renewing a correſpondence with Mrs. Mel- 
ros; and, if ſhe needs aſſiſtance, let me aſſiſt her. 
You do not know how this fooliſh ſtep may em- 
barras you. It may, notwithſtanding all your 
reſolution, make you contemptible in the eyes 
of the world, unjuſt to your daughter, and mi- 
ſerable as long as you live. You will marry 
Mrs. Melros ;—I am ſure you will. You pleaſe 
yourſelf with your notions of friendſhip and 
ſubdued feelings; but, depend upon it, you 
know nothing of the temper you are influenced 


by. You are as much in love with her as when 
=. 
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you carried her off; and you are taking the 
moſt effectual way to degrade. yourſelf, and for- 
feit the good opinion of your friends. Mine; 
as it ſtands foremoſt, will, I affure you, depart 
firſt. | 
What is all this nonſenſe of liftreſs and aſ- 
ſiſtance to end in? Is there nobody in the 
world that can procure payment of Melros's . 
arrears, or ſettle his debts, but you If you 
are indeed the only able perſon, at leaſt think 
of your own character while you are thus ſtre- 
nuous ; and diſcharge the duty by a ſubſtitute. 
You cannot ſuppoſe I ſhould value any trouble 
I could take for you, or thoſe. dear to you; and 
certainly, whatever is done, had better be done 
by another, than by you. 

When your correſpondence has continued a 
ſhort time, you will perſuade yourſelf, that no 
harm could enfue from your meeting. No—fors 
tified as your heart is, and ſteeled as it is by 
the remembrance of Mrs. Belvedere, it is im- 
poſſible that any paſſion can revive in it. As 
foon as you have cajoled yourſelf into a firm 
belief of this, you will go to her,—find her in 
tears, and yourſelf all tenderneſs. You conjure 
her to accept your conſolation, and to cancel 
your former diſappointment, by a freſh engage- 
ment, She refuſes you, and will hear of no 
ele, I 3 ſecond 
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ſecond marriage; you offer to wait till her 
mourning is over ; you repreſent how much her 
conſent would be for the advantage of Philip; 
ſhe liſtens, in filence and ſorrow; and, before 
you part, your daughter is doomed to ſubmit to 
one who has no natural right over her. 
Or ſuppoſing you do not proceed ſuch 
lengths, and that you adhere to your romantic 
reſolution of poſtponing marrying till your 
daughter is married ; what a pretty embarraſs- 
ing ſituation you will be in! If miſs Belve- 
dere is entruſted with your deſign, ſhe muſt be 
miſerable to know herſelf an impediment to it. 
Sbe will either be leſs attached to you, for 
placing her in ſo odious a point of view, or ſhe 
will throw herſelf away, to rid you of an in- 
cumbrance. And if ſhe is kept in ignorance 
by you, and any officious friend were to diſco- 
ver your correſpondence with, or viſits to Mrs, 
Melros, depend on it, your daughter would be 
made to believe you had a connexion not to be 
avowed. How much of her reverence for you 
would remain after this ſuppoſition had rooted 
itſelf, or how you would anſwer any queſtion 
ſhe might innocently put to you for her own 
ſatisfaction, I leave you to determine. 
As yet, I hope the unfortunate event that 


Wie you winds with Mrs. Melros 
(whole 
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(whoſe merit I declare I do not mean to dif- 
parage by my caution) does not threaten far- 
ther uneaſineſs; but this wholly reſts on your 
diſcretion. Be, for once, adviſed by me. It is 
not often that I obtrude my counſel on any 
body. Avoid all epiſtolary, as well as perſonal 
intercourſe with Mrs. Melros; and reſolve, as 
ſoon as Philip is of an age that may be truſted, 
to let him know who he is. 

In theſe two points, I inſiſt on your impli- 
citly obeying him who would, on any ſubject 
reſpecting himſelf, adopt your opinion in pre- 
ference to his own, and who is, with a warmth 
of attachment ſufficient even to * the alpe> 
rity of his admonition, | 


Ever your's, 


PoRTHURSTs 


14 | LETTER 
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LETTER LIN. 


MRS. MELROS TO MR. BELVEDERE. 


- Hampſtead, 12th February, 1776. 

* SIR, | 
1 SHOULD de the moſt ungrateful woman 
on earth, if I did not regard your generous 
offers to alleviate my ſorrows, as ſingular and 
unmerited kindneſſes. Did J need your aſſiſt- 
ance, I would accept it; but a friend of my 
huſband's will ſettle his affairs for me, and your 
liberality has kept me in continual affluence. 

Delicate as is our fituation, I hope we may 
confidently rely on the integrity of our own 
hearts, that, at this time of life, when we can 
neither plead youth nor inexperience, we ſhall 
prefer the path of rectitude to every conſider- 
ation; but athirſt as the world is for novel 
flander, we muſt not look wholly to our inte- 
grity for ſhelter. It behoves us to be, not only 
virtuous, but prudent. . 

Under this conviction, I venture drawing on 
myſelf a ſuſpicion of ingratitude, by entreating 
you, fir, to let this reply, again cloſe our correſ- 
pondence. A ſhort inquiry of yourſelf, what 


Can be my motive for ſo unhandſome a _— 
. wil 


7% 
will, I hope, ſatisfy you, that I am right. 


in making it. I will apply to you for money” 
when I want it; and, till then, ſhould always 
wiſh it to accumulate in your hands for the 
future advantage of Philip, who is now my 
only care, it having pleaſed Providence to 
recall my other children a ſhort time before 1 
knew of the death of their father. * 

I hear miſs Belvedere fpoken of as a very fine 
little girl, and of promiſing expectations. May 
ſhe prove a ſource. of comfort to you, and may 
my Philip never give you a moment's uneaſi- 
neſs! Aquit me of being ſo ungrateful as to 
ſuffer a thought of reproaching you, to enter 
my mind. I owe you much. We were im- 
prudent, and were puniſhed for our imprudence; 
but if our misfortunes have taught us wiſdom 
and humility, who ſhall Gs that * are 
bleſſings? 

Should you chuſeito-write again base id 1 
have ſaid above, you muſt forgive me, if your 
letter remains unnoticed; for I owe à duty, 
ſuperior even to that I owe you. It does _ 
however, forbid my now ſubſcribing myſelf, 

Your very humble ſervant, 
- DozoTHy MELRos, 
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LETTER LIV. 


"MR. BELVEDERE TO LORD PORTHURST, 


Abboln, 15th 88 WY 

ORD Porthurſt never did his friend half 

ſo much injuſtice as in the laſt letder he 
wrote to him; but the motive would have ex- 
cuſed it, even if the aſperity could have been 
greater; and his admonition ſhall. be IP re- 
_ 
In truth, my dear lord, as we are never more 
likely to err, than when we are poſitive we are 
right; there is no time when advice and reproof 
are more ſeaſonable, than when we are inclined 
to condemn them as uſeleſs and impertinent. 
I have read your truly friendly letter more than 
onde, and with a reſolution to adhere to the 
Tules laid down in it, as far as is in my power, 
All that relates to Mrs. Melros, ſhall be ſtrictly 
obſerved. You will ſee by her anſwer, which I in- 
cloſe, that her ſentiments and conduct are what 
you would wiſh them. But as to the diſcovery 
you again urge me to make to Philip, it is not 
to be done. To ſee his aſtoniſhment at finding 
him whom he had perhaps loved and eſteemed 
as a on, not even reſpectable as a man; to 
* avow 


a (a9) 2 
avow myſelf a criminal to one, who, if he 
knows me as his father, ought to revere me; 
to expoſe myſelf to a boy who, if at all viciouſly 
inclined, may be encouraged in wickedneſs by 
my example, and, it may be, with a ſneer, re- 
tort my confeſſion whenever I preſume to re- 
prehend him. O Porthurſt! this indignity, 
this infamy, my ſpirit will not bear. To the 
' Deity my follies and my crimes offended, I do, 
in all contrition bow myſelf, and acknowledge 
my manifold offences. To you, and to the 
woman they injured, I am content to appear 
what I am; for you can judge of the degrees 
by which I departed from virtue, and, if there 
is a palliating circumſtance, you know it ; but 
to have a ſtripling commit our unfortunate 
ſtory in brief ſeverity to his mind, remembering 
only that I ſeduced his mother from her home, 
from her parents, and from her innocente— 
and then abandoned her! May the earth gape 
before me, and incloſe me, ere I am brought to 
this abject miſery | 

Urge me then no more, my friend, on this 
head, unleſs you can endure to ſee me, whom 
you have adhered to with all the fidelity of 
friendſhip, and ſuſtained with all the tenderneſs 
of conſolation—unleſs, I ſay, you would ſee me 
the victim of inſanity, and the perpetrator of a 

_ crime 
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crime human nature ſhudders at !—1 will not 
live infamous n: 
I ſhall come to you early next week, that 1 
may be aſcertained of the continuance of your 
regard to your obſtinate friend; for ſuch I 
know you will think me. Our attachment is 
not, I truſt, ſo ſlender, as that a difference of 
opinion, and a conſequent oppoſition in one 
point only, ſhould diſſolve it. 1 do not know 
another requeſt that I could refuſe you; for, 
However untoward you may at this moment 
think me, I am, moſt truly, 
| Your very grateful humble ſervant, 

FRANCIS BELVEDERT, 


LETT BR LVe. . 


LORD PORTHURST TO MR. BELVEDERE. | 
Audley-ſtreet, 17th February, 1776. 
XIV honeft Frank muſt not remain in cruel 
doubt, whether he may yet call me his 
friend, ſo long as till he can come to me, If 
I cannot bring him to my opinion, he ſhall en- 
Joy and obey his own, without moleſtation from 
s 424 + 5. | + WS + my 
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my officiouſneſs, and without the leaſt 2 
tion of my regare. 
Fou have terrified me, Mees into two 
| reſolutions : the one, that I will never ſpeak to 
you again on the ſubje& 'of the, diſcloſure I 
urged ;—the other, that this ſhall be the laſt 
time of my writing to preſs that ſubject. I 
wiſh only to ſtate to you ſome poſſible difficul- 
ties, which you muſt think on before you can 
overcome, and when I have diſcharged this 
duty, ſhall diſmiſs this irkſome topic into obli- 
vion; for, as 1 cannot nn you, 1 will 
never betray you. 3 
- The prineipal difficulty that I fear; reſpects 
your daughter. She is now of an age that pro- 
duces little diſquietude; but a few years will 
make a wide alteration in her, and the ſpecies 
of anxiety you feel for her. To- day, if ſhe 
appears in health, you are ſatisfied; if ſhe 
droops, you apply to medicine, and. relieve her. 
But ſeven years—aye, leſs than ſeven years 
hence, appearances will be leſs certain, leſs ſa- 
tisſactory. Every change of colour, or of coun» 
tenance, will alarm you. Diſeaſe may ſeat it- 
ſelf in the mind, and medicine may have no 
power, When you ſee this; when you have 
traced the effect to its cauſe, and find; that no 
greater ſacrifice, on your part, is required to 
E904 reſtore 
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reſtore your darling child, than the renunciation 
of elevated deſigns and golden proſpects, you 
will acquieſce in the neceſſity, and rejoice in 
the poſlibility of retrievipg her. 

Thus far,. my dear Frank, that is to * 
while a power of this ſort remains within you, 
I grant, there is little room for diſmal appre- 
henſions; but tell me how you will feel and 
act, if it ſhould fo happen, and it is not an 
impoſſible caſe, that any accident brings your 
daughter and Philip into acquaintance, and 
that their affections, prompted perhaps by con- 


fſanguinity, ſhould reſt on each other. Will you 


be perpetually vigilant towards this point ?— 
will it be within the ſcope of ſagacity to fa- 
thom their hearts? and will you take early mea- 
ſures to prevent ſo untoward a circumſtance ? 
or- do you prefer ſuffering them to remain in 
ignorance, and then, at one blow, ſevering 
them to the deſtruction of their peace? Think 
on this contingency, I intreat you. 

Tou will ſay my fears and my imagination 
hurry me into abſurd prophecy; ſo many 
chances muſt concur. to bring about the mis- 
fortune I am guarding againſt, as are hardly 
ever likely to meet. Moſt willingly would J 
forfeit my prophetical credit, to be certified that 


my nt will prove groundleſs; but 
| | when 
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when I conſider that you are educating your 
girl with a deſign to render her reſpectable and 
amiable; when I look at her, and infer what 
ſhe will be, from what ſhe is; —when JI turn 
my thoughts from her to Philip, and ſee him, 


every one's affection, and that kind of ſpirit 
that at all ages captivates the female heart; 


and, added to this, when I recollect, that he is 


not to be excluded from your houſe and table, I 
confeſs my imagination makes a contingent fu- 
turity, appear to me a preſent reality; and I 
dread the lover, in the brother. | 

All that I augur, may not A PEO 
it may happen; — but the poſſibility that it may, 
ought to make you extremely cautious. It is 
the ground on which I juſtify the urgency with 
which I have ſolicited you guard againſt this 


evil, and I will not call your ſteadineſs ab/ti- 
nacy. | | : 
Unleſs you can come hither ſo ſoon as to 
make writing uſeleſs, let me have your ſenti- 
ments on what I have ſtated ; for whatever con- 
cerns you, is a ſubject of equal concern to 
Your very faithful 


 PoRkTHURSP, l 


recommended as he is by a promiſing per- 
ſon, a ſweetneſs of manners that conciliates 


LETTER 
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LETTER LVI. 
MR: BELVEDERE TO LORD PORTHURST, 


Hhbbolm, 19th February, 1776, 
MY DEAR FRIEND, - 
"OUR letter reached me lrancening; and 
I have thought of little elſe all day. The 
" «vil you point out as probable, has not wholly 
eſcaped me. I am convinced of its poſſibility, 
and particular circumſtances may give it the 
hue of probability; but I have no ſubſtantial 
fears on the ſubject, and I am ſatisfied that a 
little circumſpection will ſecure us. 
In the firſt place, I will immediately give up 
my intention of admitting Philip ever as a vi- 
ſitor at my dwelling houſe. He may ſee me, if 
he chuſes it, at my place of buſineſs; and then 
I ſhall keep him and Gertrude ſtrangers. In 
the next place, it ſnall be my care to make my 
daughter elevate her views, ſo as to repreſs all 
overtures from inſeriors. And, in the laſt 
place, I will endeavour ſo to attach her to me, 
by every ſpecies of paternal kindneſs, that ſhe 
ſhall be perfectly unreſtggined, and ingenuous to 
me, and ſee no advantage in doing any thing 
_ or without my conſent, Theſe precau- 
tions 


— 
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tions will undoubtedly be ſufficient ; and, when 
] have promiſed to obſerve them ſcrupulouſly, I 
hope we may be at eaſe about this buſineſs. 

When I come to you, which will be in a few 
days, I ſhall exact from you a ſolemn engage- 
ment, never to ſuffer your prognoſticating fa- 
culty to get the better of your regard for my 
reputation. You muſt not only. engage to be 
ſilent while I live; but I ſhall make yu vow 
the like fidelity to my aſhes. 

I aſk Gertrude, who ſees me writing, if me 
has nothing to ſend to lady Porthurſt and lady 
Helen? She ſays— Ves, papa, - compliments 
but pray what do compliments mean? *Tis a 
queſtion might embarras a wiſer head. Hows 
ever, the ladies will accept the civility at te 


current pri. 5 
| I am, my 4 lord, 
Vour moſt obliged, 
and very affectionate 


FRANCIs BELYEDERE, 


LETTER 
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LETTER LVII. 
1oRD PORTHURST TO MR. BELVEDERE, 


| Trevelly, Fuly 5th, 1779. 
DEAR BELVEDERE, 


WI are ſo ungrateful as almoſt to repent 
having had the pleaſure. of your ſweet 
Gertrude's company, and the addition of Mrs, 
Thirpley's amuſing ſociety, ſo long. It has mage 
this place, never a favourite with us, leſs toler- 
able than ever, and poor Helen is quite in the 
dumps for want of her friend. We therefore 
. Propoſe removing hence, and making our 
Kentiſh uncle, Burlew, an offer of a viſit. It 
will be prudent to take advantage of this gra- 
dation of dullneſs. Were we to go from Lon- 
don to him, I queſtion whether we ſhould not 
exclaim— Why, this is almoſt as bad as Tre- 
velly ! 

You know full well the motive that prompts us 
to this ſeeming civility. Mr. Burlew muſt not be 
affronted on any conſideration ; and, as we are 
but improvident folks, we cannot claim the 
privilege of independence. I am willing to 
ſooth my pride, by attributing all I do, through 
regard to intereſt, to my care ſor Helen. As 

ia | | to 
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to myſelf, I think I could combat any neceſ- 
ſity, rather than ſneak in hope of a legacy; but 
what may be generous .in an unconnected indi- 
vidual, is madneſs in a father. My daughter's 
rank may prove a ſuccedaneum for money; yet 
a certain quantity of it is ſo convenient, that I 
am as little inclined to forego the advantage, as 
I am able to give her any. 

Kent and Surry are too near for me to with- 
ſtand the temptation of running over occaſion- 
ally to Aſhholm-park. If I do not always find 
you there, I ſhall at leaſt have the pleaſure of 
paying my reſpeQs to your fair laſs, and mark- 
ing her progreſs towards womanhood, I aflure 
you, without flattery or compliment, ſhe con- 
ducted herſelf incomparably well while with 


us; and as to proficiency in accompliſhments, 


the beats our giddy madcap hollow. Helen had 
ſome cauſe, I think, to be jealous, had ſhe been in+ 
cliged that way; but I hope they will form a per- 
fect friendſhip between themſelves. Nothing an 
our part ſhall oppoſe or ſtarve it; for I can anſwer 
for myſelf, and I believe for my wife, that there is 
no other difference in the ſpecies or degree of our 
love for miſs Belvedere and for Helen, than what 
ariſes from a parental ſituation, If we love Helen 


more than Gertrude, it is inſtin that inclines 


W and you may ſet againſt that pro» 


bed | penlity, 
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penſity, the conſideration, that whatever we feel 


for Gertrude is not blind inſtinct, but voluntary 

friendſhip, of the value of which I certainly can 

judge, for no one is more indebted to its fa. 

yours, than he whom you allow to call himſelf 
Your's molt ſincerely, 

_ PoRkTHURST, 


LETTER LVIII. 
| LORD PORTHURST TO MR. BELVEDERE. 


Audley. freet, _ January, I _ > 

' DEAR FRANK, 

1 night, at the on I met 8 

Branlyffe, whoſe father, the veteran gene- 
ral of ten thouſand campaigns, is, in the true 
ſpirit of military enthuſiaſm, buſy in raiſing a 


tegiment, on his own account, for his -majeſty's 


fervice in America. The captain has a tenar:, 


you know, for a diſtant relation of mine, which 


is violently oppoſed by all who wiſh the girl 
well. To propitiate me, I ſuppoſe, he thinks 
would be a point gained; he was therefore very 
affiduous in his compliments to me; and, in the 
courſe of our converſation, told me, that if I 
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had any friend to whom a pair of colours would 
be an agreeable preſent, he was ſure he had ine 
tereſt enough with his father to procure the 
diſpoſal of them. My choughts inſtautly ſettled 
on your Philip, and I requeſted two days to 
deliberate on an offer Which might, I ſaid, be 
highly valuable to me. The truce was granted, 
and I employ the firſt hour after I am riſen, in 
preſenting this opportunity to your conſidera» 


tion. 

From the courſe of tuition you are e purſuing 
with Philip, I conclude his penchant for the 
army continues; if fo, and you have no ob- 


jection to his ſerving. in America, your accept- 


ance of this offer might ſave you four or five 
hundred pounds, and he would be diſpoſed of 
in a way that would rid you of à part of your 
anxiety, But, notwithſtanding my having 
gone ſo far, you are under no fort of obliga- 
tion to follow what I propoſe, and I ſhould be 
extremely angry at your imagining that, be» 
cauſe I ſaid it, you muſt do it, 

The commiſſions go off ſo faſt, that I could 
not decently aſk for a. longer ſpace to conſult 
you in. I am aware that you muſt learn Mrs. 
Melros's ſentiments, and. ſound the lad's in- 
clination, before you can reply, and will there- 

| fore 
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Fore take up no more of your time, than t 
fay, Iam, 


Your's unalterably, 
PoRTHURST, 


k — 
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MR. BELVEDERE TO LORD PORTHURST, 


Broad- Areet, 31/f Farary. Noon, 

F MY DEAR LORD, 
1 CANNOT hope to eſcape inſolvency, 
= whenever the account of obligations comes 
to be adjuſted between us. But I know your 
generous heart will not admit my acknowledg- 
ments; and, therefore, J haſten to tell you, 
that the offer you make Philip, will be highly 
agreeable to him and to me, and not diſagree- 
able to his mother, however formidable a cam- 
paign in America may found in her ears. The 
Iad's thirſt for military glory is ſo great, that 
it would be impoſfible to reſtrain him to the ſi- 
tuation of a peace-ſoldier, and he is delighted 
| with the proſpe& you have opened to him. 1 
have informed him to whom he is indebted, and 
you will ſhortly receive his perſonal thanks, if 
| you 
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you condeſcend to accept a viſit from him. In 
the hope that you will not be denied, if you 
are at home, he will call in Audley-ſtreet about 
o'clock to-morrow, in his way from Chel- 
2 to me. 

Had I ſet down to deviſe the ſituation for 
Philip that would beſt have ſuited our circum- 
ſtances and his wiſhes, I could not have hit on 
any ſo adapted to them, I would not unneceſ- 
farily, or againſt his genius, force my boy into 
the field of danger ; but it is to him the pinacle 
of happineſs; and it will remove him to a dif- 
tance from Gertrude, till I hope ſhe will be 
ſafe, I repreſented to him, as far as was pru- 
dent, the hardſhips and hazards a ſoldier muſt 
encounter at this time; I bid him draw a com- 
pariſon between the ſituations of thoſe who are 
now fighting, or perhaps falling, in 'ſupport of 
their country's claims, and thoſe who are here, 
lolling in the eaſe and inappetency of idleneſs, 
and when he had thoroughly contraſted them, 
then, and not till then, to make his election. 
The blood fluſhed into the boy's cheeks, and 
half riſing from his chair with impetuoſity— 
But fir, ſaid he, whoſe ſituation of caſe and in- 
dolence, can be compared for happineſs with 
the . death of Wolfe ? 


I made 
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I. made Philip himſelf write to his mother 
FIN her approbation of the offer, and incloſe x 
letter from me, deſcribing the advantages of it, 
The envelope I thought in ſome meaſure neceſ- 
ſary to procure me her attention ; for, from the 
uniform brevity of her replies, whenever I haye 
had occaſion to write to her, it is eaſy to per- 
ceive the correſpondence is painful to her. She 
is ſtill at Hampſtead, and, from the accounts 
her ſon has, I fear in no good ſtate of health, 
This, on my word, is my only ſource of infor- 
mation about her. | 

My daughter tells me that lady Helen, in her 
laſt French letter to her, mentions your having 
a deſign of ſending her, for ſome years, to Paris, 
4n order to complete her education. How comes 
it that I know nothing about it? You ſe 
how "ey your goodneſs makes 

A - Your lordſhip's moſt obliged friend, 


FRANCIis BELVEDERE, 


P. S. Be ſo good as to make Philip do what 
is right and reſpectful towards the general and 
his ſon. Tell him whether he ſhall wait on 
them, or write his acknowledgments. You 
know I can only appear as his friend, and on 
that account, muſt not be too officious, He 1s 
a very 
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i very good lad, and, notwithſtanding his ſiery 
ſpirit, a moſt tractable creature; ſo that you 
have only to command him. To my great 
comfort he ſhews himſelf extremely attached to 
his mother, with whoſe compliments of grati - 
tude he charges himſelf to your lordſhip. ger, 
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LORD PORTHURST To MR. BELVEDERE. 


Hedley-ftreet, 4th Feb. 1781. 
DEAR FRANK, menen, 
Y OV were fled to Aſhholm when J expected 

to find you amidſt the ehink of guineas 
and the ruſtling of bank-notes. But you are 
not inexcuſable—a' pretty lady is a ſtrong at- 
tractive. DOE eren e URIC 1:91 
| Yeſterday 1 took our young gentleman to ge- 
neral Branlyffe, and introduced him to father 
and ſon, who have pledged themſelves to be his | 
friends, and given him unlimited invitations, 
His appearance and deportment "ſpoke as mich 
in his favor as any recommendation of mine 
could ; fo that this buſineſs is in train; and you 
boy has two ſubſtantial friends added to the 

Vol. I. K debtor 
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. debtor fide of his account with Fortune. The 
regiment is nearly full, and will embark with 
all poſſible expedition, men being much wanted 
on the other ſide of the Atlantic. This is as 
it could be wiſhed, for you may now bring your 
daughter to town, and, when it is proper, in- 
troduce her to the world without danger, which 
indeed could not have been done while there 
was a chance of her coming acroſs Phil. 
It is true that we deſign to ſend Helen for 2 
" few years to Paris. Lady Porthurſt has a fe- 
male relation there, married to a man of high 
rank, and ſhe has offered to take our laſs, and 
to inſpect the completion of her education, with 
no other recompence than the honor of the 
charge. All things conſidered, though we are 
yery unwilling to part with her, ladyſhip, we 
think it convenient and prudent; for it muſt be 
confeſſed that ſhe has been indulged to a ſhame- 
ful degree of negligence, and this is a com- 
pendious way of making up deficiencies. Helen 
is delighted with the idea of going, and we 
think of taking her ſome time next month ;— 
but not till Phil's buſineſs is ſettled, I promiſe 
vou: — nothing ſhall tempt me out of London 
while my preſence can be uſeful to you or to 


bim. That this intention was a ſecret to yo 
2 babbs asi 1512015 | 18 
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is owing firſt to its ſuddenneſs, and ſecondly, 


to my remiſineſs.r 4TH 
My wife ſaw Philip the other morning when 
he called here, and yeſterday T' detained him to 


dine. She knows ſo much as that he is under 


your particular patronage, and that his mother 
is a widow, but no more; as you may infer 
from her having faid to me this morning, thay 


ſhe ſuppoſed when enen Melros came to be 
colonel Melros, Mr. Belvedere would think it 


time for Gertrude to marry,” Lady Porthurft 
is quite charmed with the lad and his ſpirit, and 
deſires T will countenance him. I aſked Helen 
her opinion of him, and the pert little thing, 
with all imaginable promptitude, replied, tha 
ſhould apr bim a I deat” * in wig __ 
mentals. | So 21 
We abel a week or ten a with 
you before we ſet out; and till IJ ean fix the 


time, 1 am, we all ue! remembrance of Miſs 


— | (208 
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Wen ee Ens 5h 898, 1781, " _ 
DAR FRANK, ä 
O UR ſtay in Paris, nd its peighbourtood, 
has been much longer than I intended; 
and has been rendered uncomfortable by the un- 
© certainty we have lived in. Every week, I 
have ſuppoſed, would be the laſt of our abſence 
from England, and have therefore reſolved 
againſt writing.z, but ſome party of pleaſure, a 
jaunt, or a journey, has always intervened, and 
the. politeneſs of the madame we: have: been 
gueſts to, ſeems to have had for its aim the de- 
taining us till we would be detained no longer. 
We came from Havre, and by conſequence 
landed on the coaſt of Devonſhire. To ſave 
another journey, we have gone on to Trevelly, 
from hence I write, and where I ſhall hope to 
hear ſhortly from you, for my plaguing paltry 
poſſeſſions will perhaps keep me here ſome 
weeks. Let me, therefore, have the comfort, 
after my long faſting, of regaling on one of 
your letters: Tell me every thing that con- 
* Gertrude; and let me know all 
you 


| 17 
9 
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vou know of Philip, who is by this time, 1 
ſuppoſe, in another quarter of the world. 

Helen parted with us ſo philoſophically, that 
I could almoſt have boxed her ears for her: tepi- 
dity; but, poor thing! it would have been un- 
juſt: —ſhe has the proſpect,” and the promiſe, 
of much gaiety and pleaſure; and at fifteen 
this is very good conſolation for the abſence of 


papa and mama. Her couſin declares againſt her 


returning to England till ſhe is twenty, ſo that 
if we would ſee her, we muſt ſtep over to Paris. 

I ſhall loſe the poſt if I do not conclude im- 
mediately, and n for that raſa, oy. 
ſubſcribe myſelf, | 

| | +, Exer * 's, | 
PORTHURST.. 
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LETTER IXI. 
ux. - BELVEDERE To LORD: PORTHURST. | 


uu, MP ar. e. 
MY DEAR LORD, / 


yan I received your letter of the g | 
inſtant, I was fully ſenſible of the con- 
fined . I had of myſelf, and of the 


Dor '# K 3 * 


| ings on given occaſions, I could, in general, 
letter, and that I could forget that ſhe ſtood 


faite are diſpatched before you=-(is not that 


and brilliant drefs;-en-the-art of June; and I 


the regiment was then ſecret. His mother 
parted from him with equal tenderneſs and for- 


relation of her huſband's, in one of the north- 


prevent ber miad's Wee too Aare * his 
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log A Gertrude. 
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impoliidility of guefing/ what will be our feet- 


tell, chat to hear from you would be one of the 
higheſt gratifications that I could receive, but 
that my heart would bound, as it did when Ger- 
trade, little oficious girl, brought me your 


by me while I was reading it, was more of ſen- 
fation than I expected, or thought myſelf alive 
to. I am happy to hear you are returned, diſ- 
tant as you art from me; and if any of your 


Friſh?), and will let me know the time of your 
Journey, I will, like old Baraillai, teſtify my 
joy for your 3 by coming to meet you 


on the road, | 

Philip failed, in high ſpirits, high health, 
have heard from him while at fea, and on his. 
arrival at Charles-town. The deſtination of 


titude, as he told me.—She is gone to viſit a 


ern counties, and I hope change of fcene will 
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Gertrude is but d fait la belle; and is fo much 
noticed wherever ſhe is invited and introduced, 
that I muſt not immure her much longer. 1 
have it in my thoughts ts take a houſe in town 
for her next winter, and, under the auſpices of 
lady Porthurſt, Who 1 am fure will ſhew every 
kindneſs to a poor motherleſs gic}, to give her 
a little idea of the world; that is to ſay, to ſe- 
let a few female acquaintance about her own 
age to fotm a ſociety for her, and to teach her 
in miniature to do the honors of polite life. 
On this head, I have conſulted Mrs. Thirpley, 
and ſhe encourages me.—She ſays very truly, 
that if I wholly defer introducing Miſs Belve- 
dere till ſhe is beyond the proper ape of tuition, 

| ſhe muſt go alone ſuddenly ; whereas, if I give 
her a little inſight now into the life ſhe" is to 
lead, ſhe may avail herſelf of every advantage 
to be derived from teachers, and be at the ſame 
time learning habits of decorum. What Mrs. 
Thirpley's good ſenſe ſuggeſted to her on this 
ſubject, ſhe very modeſtly concluded by expref- - 
ling her doubts whether ſhe was fitly qualified 
for this more brilliant part of education; but 
I removed all her ſcruples, for while Gertrude 
needs a ſuperintendant, ſhe ſhall have no other 
than Mrs. Thirpley, whoſe ſterling qualities 
we, in my eſtimation, infinitely more valuable 
| A 4. than 


— 
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| than, all the tinſel gew-gaws of Budied polite. 


neſs. Gertrude ſhall have the beſt maſters 1 
can procure for her ;—ſhe ſhall have Mrs, 


 Thirpley's precepts ; and this care, aided by her 
own underſtanding and temper, will, I flatter 


myſelf, preſerve her from the vices and follies 
of the world, and put its rational enjoyments 
within her reach. 


I have engaged Mrs. Thirpley not to > give up 
her charge, till Gertrude has completed her 


eighteenth year; ſo that I am ſecure of her 
aſſiſtance for about five years longer, by which 
time I ſuppoſe ſhe will have done for us all we 
can want. Her huſband, I have told you, is a 
clergyman, and a very decent kind of man: 1 
make him welcome whenever he is near us, but 


Hitherto he has been much on the fea. He has 


juſt now agreed to accompany a young gentle- 
man who is going on very extenſive travels, and 
we compute that at the time of his return, 
Mrs. Thirpley will be at liberty. I have a 
promiſe of a next preſentation to a comfort- - 
able ſnug living in Norfolk, and this, with 
what he and ſhe may ſave, will, I hope, make 


two deſerving perſons a; for the remainder of 


their lives. 
Thus, my dear lord, you have before you an 


think 


620) 


think I have exhauſted myſelf in this letter. E. 
ſhall find abundance of diſcourſe when we 
meet :—my obligations to you are an inex- 
bauſtible theme. Gertrude begs her very re- 
ſpectful compliments to your lordſhip and your 
counteſs, and is happy to hear _ n likes 
her lituation at Paris. - a2 
N T am, my dear lord AH 
nme * 
and afeQionately, + 
PA LEY BeLvaDaRE, 
p. 8 en e Devonſhire lies at 
no great diſtance from Wilnor's eſtate. Do 
me the favour to make what inquiry you can 
conveniently about him, for he is quite ſilent; 
and I have too much regard for him to be eaſy 
and ignorant. I know he is not a man to your 
taſte, therefore I do not deſire you to introduce 
yourſelf to him; but he is, though to be ſure 
a little hrs de la mode, et hors du monde," a very 
valuable member of ſociety, "arid W been 
Warm friend to me. ot 20 198. nl vert dt. 
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a more competent judge 'of ſuch matters than 
J am, your deſigu af initiating Miſs Belvedere. 
We both chink you and Mrs. Thirpley per- 
fectly right; but there is a poſſible amendment 
df -your:plan, Which I now write to prqpoſe. 
here will ſtill, in our opinion, be too wide 
a oontraſt between the manner your young lady 
tion you are about to introduce her to: you 
will find it difficult to make proper connections 
for her, if ſhe is always to be attended by a 
governe(s. ' With her expectations, ſhe ought to 
de admitted into the firſt circles ; and that can- 
mot be effected by Mrs. Thirpley's means :— 
ſhe may fit her for the admiſſion, but another 
Hand muft conduct her. This hand, lady Por- 
thurſt offers her; and, for the more effectually 
ſecuring to her the notice and regard of ſuch as 
ſhe muſt in future aſſociate with, ſhe wiſhes 


_ would allow your: rn charge to ſpend 
; . ſome 


\ 
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ſome Ge us previous to your taking a 
houſe in town. She is now but thirteen: 
ſurely two years henee will be as ſoon aum 
can properly appear in her own character. 
Two winters then, let Gertrude be with us: 
Alet her bring Mrs. Thirpley with her, and 
de attended by her maſters, as if ſhe were at 
home. The” mornings ſhall be devoted to her 
accompliſhments, and the evenings to little 
ſocieties and amuſements, which we can find 
for her. She will be no confinement to us, be- 
cauſe you will be ſatisfied when ſhe is left with 
Mrs. Thirpley; ara" T affure you we ſhall be 
very happy in having her to ſupply the place of 
lady Helen 17%! NAT TA 
If you indulge us in this, which i is indeed as 
much à requeſt as an offer, you muſt make 
Audley-ſtreet your home, while we have the 
cuſtody of -yout laſs. It wilt be as little trou- 
bleſome to be there as at Aſhholm ; and du 
ſhall live under no more reſtraint with us than 
by yourſelf, And to obviate all difficulties and 
excuſes, Which I know your ſerupulous diſin- 
tereſtedneſs will be vaſtly ingenious in framing, 
lady Porthurſt and I will adjuſt the balance of 
obligation, by ſpending two whole ſammers 
with you, and doing all we can to make "you | 
ee 2 D l bd 
K * We 
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8 We intend leaving our dreary den here on 
the goth, and to be at Andover on the 25th, 
If it is convenient to you to meet us there, 
you inſure us a pleaſant concluſion. to our jour- 
ney ; but do not venture to come, unleſs you 
are all acquieſcence. Be pleaſed with our 
ſcheme, and bring Mifs Belvedere's hearty con- 
eurrence,. and. then you. will n en 
more welcome than ever, to 

nd. cos wy Tour very faithful friend, 
Wed au of nens tro on'59 Hi, DPRTRURT, 
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A we are ſeparated, and again the pen 
muſt be the ſubſtitute for conference. 


We are, as you will ſee by the date of this, in 
our new habitation; but that will not tell you, 
without ſome farther information, that we are 
ſettled here, and very comfortably ſettled for the 
winter. Gertrude invited me this morning to 
breakfaſt in her ſitting - room, which is juſt fur- 
niſhed.— The dear 1 received me with her 
© * 8 - ſweeteſt 
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ſweeteſt ſmiles, and—Now, Jays ſhe, we want 
nothing but the company of lord and lady 
Porthurſt, and a long letter from lady Helen, 
full of Paris news; and then we ſhould: have 
all the happineſs we could | aſk, without en- 
croaching on that of our friends. —I was de- 
lighted to ſee her ſo innocently cheerful; but 
a thought of the woeful deficiency, in my 
happineſs, came rapidly acroſs me.— Though I 
watch with the utmoſt vigilance every turn of 
features and tranſition of her countenance, 1 
could never diſcover: in my daughter the leaſt 
reſemblance of her mother: — I think I ſhould 
love her ſtill better if this were not the caſe. 
I have letters full of good news from Philip, 
who is now captain Melros :—he has ſeen hot 
ſervice, and has, thank God, ' eſcaped well. 
I can never be ſuffitiently grateful to you, my 
dear friend, for your kindneſs to him, and 
more eſpecially to me: had he been here now, 
I ſhould have been in ten- thouſand difficulties 
about my daughter.:—ſhe muſt have lived hor- 
ribly immured, or I ſhould have ſuffered in- 
ceſſant agony. By the time of his return, I 
hope Gertrude's heart will have found azeſt- 
ing-place, and then adieu my fear! 


Do not let odious Trevelly detain you,—I 
0 not urge you to come to London, much as 
r I ſhall 


(285) 
Tſfiall rejoice to fee you: — there is a place that 
is fitter for you; —go to Mr. Burlew,—or de- 
pend on it, the old gentleman will diſappoint 
you in your hopes for lady Helen. No one can 
admire more than 1 do, that generous ſpirit 
which ſcorns dependence; It is as laviſh a 
thing to be civil in expectation; but the ne- 
ceflity of ſubmitting to this irkſome duty, is 
the tax, my dear lord, which all muſt pay for 
the want of that beggarly virtue, ceconomy.— 
When you were a commoner, you lived like 
a lord; now you are a lord, you live like 
a prince; and the ſum total of all this con- 

ſequent expenditure, leaving in your hands 
à very conſiderable balance of qpbers, it be- 

hoves you to look about you. Lou cannot 
imagine I ſay this to excuſe any coolneſs 1 
may be guilty of: you kae I am abundantly 
able to accommodate you, and you do me in- 
juſtice if you ſuppoſe I can find a way of in- 
veſting money at all more to my ſatisfaction ; 
— but ſurely you may as well have Mr. Burlew's 
immenſe fortune, as ſuffer it to go to ſtrangers; 
and indeed it is well worth a few weeks“ pen- 
nance. Let your next to me ** 1 che 
* I deſtine you to. r Dd 
| Whenever the dowager at the pricey me 
Wilnor * be 2 to find inhabitants for it: 
Heilt —he 
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be writes me a liſt of one ſon only, but more 
than half a ſeore daughters.” The old lady's: 
health declines, though-ſhe may live yet a great 
years. i Tancred has taken the beſt me- 
thod to avoid the ſin of wiſhing for her death; 
he has, by good management, realiſed a very 
ample fortune. I ſhall be glad v when he comts 
into Suſſex 3 he will then be within a day's 
journey of me, and bis houſe will furnim a 
very agreeable ſociety for my girl. What ſay 
you to his ſon?— A baronet in expectancy,—4 
ood eſtate; twould be no bad ching, — but 
every buſineſs of this fort mult be voluntary: — 
I will never force, and ſhall \ very unwillingly 
reftrain, my daughter 8 affections; neyertheleſs, 
I ſhall be heartily glad to Tee her well married. 
She joins me in reſpectful Fompiments to lady 


Porthurſt and yourſelf, _ l n 
1 am, my dear lord, We 


Your's hai 85 
FxAxcis BEL VEDERE. 
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n — dudloy-freet, oth Fax. 178 
peut 2 am, Frank, in ſpite of your 1 


junctions and 4 PBT 2 Cannot, 
at TE 87% endure the thoughts of going a- Bur- 
lewing,— but I intend it. ,—religiouſly intend it, 
as ſoon as I can bor, upon my honour, I fe: 
and feel that any meaſure that would ſecure me 
A hundred thouſand pounds, would be a vi 
prudent meaſure indeed, my dear Frank: ſo 
here we are agreed as to the thing,—nothing i is 
wanting but to fix a time, and that you know 
| is done i in a moment. ; 
27 1 had not been here half : an "hour, before] 
was aſtoniſhed by, a viſit from a perſon I be. 
lieved on the other fide of the Atlantic :—cap- 
| tain, now lieutenant-calonel Branlyffe, came poſt 
from the ſecretary of ſtate, to whom he was 
charged with diſpatches. He gives a glorious * 
account of Philip :—I would aſk you to meet 
. him here to-morrow, when he dines with me, 
but your fooliſh honeft countenance will per- 


haps gd you; ſo you muſt be content, like 
miſtreſ 


7. 
. | 
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miſtreſs Eve in the Paradiſe . to have as 
ſtory at ſecond-hand, + | 

Branlyffe retains his paſſion for lady Lucy ; ; 
and her father has the ſame degree of conſtancy 
to boaſt, though of a different ſpecies, Indeed 
I cannot blame either party; for unleſs the ear! 
can reſolve to fit contented while her large for- 
tune, which he cannot withhold, is waſted in 
modern profuſion, he muſt be his own enemy 
in agreeing to the match ; and as for the lover, 
I have ſtill ſo much of the young man in me, 
that I could pardon any thing except his giving 
her up :—he is not very likely to be guilty of 
this puſillanimous folly ;——forty thouſand 
pounds have charms enough to ſecure him, 
wild and fickle as is his general temper. 

I am too much tired with a moſt tireſome 
journey to leave the houſe this evening, or I 
would come to you ;—and I am too lazy to 
write more than compliments to you and Mifs 
Belvedere, in which lady Porthurft joins, 

Your ever affectionate friend. 
| | ne 
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LETTER LXVI. 


' LORD PORTHURST TO MR. BELVEDERE, 
8 | |  dudley-frreet, 24 Sept. 1784, 
aur thoughts and mine, my dear Frank, 
are, I am ſure, employed on the ſame 
ſubject. It is unfortunate I confeſs ; but a 
little caution and circumſpection may prevent 
any miſchief :—could you but prevail on your- 
ſelf to do what I dare not urge, our hearts 
might be at reſt :—while you adhere to your 
preſent opinion, the eye of vigilance muſt never 
** | Toy; 8 204 
General Branlyffe has certainly been a firm 
friend to Melros ; his ſending him home on ſo 
very important a. buſineſs, and his ſtrong re- 
commendation of him to be removed to a regi- 
ment within the peace-eſtabliſhment, are cir- 
cumſtances of kindneſs that will indiſputably 
make the young man's fortune, This mult | 
compenſate: for the inconvenience his preſence 
in England will put us to. It was much 
againſt my will that I told him you were at 
Aſhholm.—I adviſed him to write, rather than 
go to you ; but he was not to be perſuaded :— 


he certainly, though he is not aware of it, feels 
TE * 
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he relation he ſtands in to you: had you ſeen 
his eagerneſs when he enquired about you,. 
had you heard his warm profeſſions of gratitude 
Wor the intereſt you take in his ſucceſs, I queſ- 
tion, whether, with al} your intrepidity, you 
could have ſtood it; «you would inſtantly have 
made the avowal I am an advocate for z—you 
would have been proud to claim, on parental 
Wright, a heart fo glowing and fo virtuous, — but 
| drop the ſubje&&. t. . 

He break faſted with me this morning, and I 
inquired, with fearful curioſity, how you had 
received him. Judge, cried the ſpirited and 
grateful youth, what are my obligations to Mr. 
belvedere ;—he received me, not only with ſur- 
Ipriſe and joy, but with tears, — the trueſt ebul- 
litions of friendſhip. O, thought I, at the 
moment when he ſpoke, Philip, thou knoweſt 
not - never muſt know, whence. thoſe tears pro- 
ceeded, He told me, and I could ſcarcely hide 
my feelings, that he had ſeen your daughter; 
ſhe was at dinner with you :—he ſaid his im- 
batience to ſee you, made him follow the ſervant 
vio introduced him, without ſtaying for per- 
niffon to wait on you. T aſked what he 
thought of Miſs Belvedere; mark his anſwer, 
Frank ;—1 thought her, ſays he, elegant and 
orely—ſhe looked all goodneſs and gentleneſs, 

| and. 


a) 
and in my own heart I ſecretly wiſhed, 2 
admired her face and form, that he whom hes. 
ven had deſtined to make happy in her, might 
be a man worthy of ſo ſingular a felicity. 
This moment I thought I might improve to 
good purpoſe. I told Melros that he muſt not 
ſuffer himſelf to feel hurt, if, on account «< 
this very lovely girl, you appeared rather fy 
to him: — he anticipated what I was going to 
ſay I ſee, ſaid he, the neceſſity and the res. 
ſonableneſs of any alteration of this kind, that 
I may diſcover in my honoured friend; but ro- 
thing would wound me fo. deeply as his ſup- 
poſing he has any thing to fear from me.—Miſ 
Belvedere is deſigned by nature and fortune, for 
a very elevated rank of life; and may I loſe the 
regard of every honeſt man, when I dare at- 
tempt ſuch baſeneſs as to diſappoint her fathers 
views I—I hope, added he, that I have ſufficient 
government of myſelf to promiſe, that thoſe 
who are moſt anxious for the young lady's wel 
fare, will never find cauſe to ſay I increaſed 
their anxiety, —I ſhall think it incumbent on 
me, rather to ſhun, than court the pleaſure df 
Miſs Belvedere's [acquaintance ; but if chance 
brings us into the ſame place, and good-brect- 
ing requires me to ſhew her any civility, Ler- 


pect and demand, even then, to be truſted, c 
bak | my 
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my character a5 2. gentleman is uſipardonably 

injureds / » {1190 

Such a declaration ought to wk you eaſy; 
my dear Frank, —Y ou have nothing to appre- 
hend, I am certain, from Melros, and I hope 
as little from Gertrude. No amiable woman 
becomes viſibly attached without ſome encou- 
ragement; and ſhe will have none from him: 
enge, as we are as ſure. of this, as we are that 
the is very amiable, there is little cauſe for 
uneaſineſs: - I do not ſay: there is no need of 
care; —of that, there cannot, in this inſtance, 

be too much, while due ar is had to Mel - 
W ros's jealous honour. 

It is about two hours ſince he fer of on his 
viſit to his mother. Lady Porthurſt's commen- 
dations of him will not ceaſe for ſome time; one 
would think him not only her ſon, but her 
darling fon. Iaſked her in jeſt, ſoon after he 
was gone, how ſhe ſhould reliſh a match be- 
tween him and Helen? She replicd, there was 
but one reaſonable objection to be made to it 

that, I need not tell you, is as weighty as gold. 
| By the way, colonel Branlyffe has ſhewn 
himſe}f - a hero: —he and his fair one are by 
this time, I | ſuppoſe, linked in indiſſoluble 
ſetters, by the Vulcan-Hymen of | Gretna- 
green: they were cloſely,” but ineffectualſy, 

| purſued, 


— Z 


purſued. Branlyffe's guineas, the purſuers ſij 


| MiB, BELVEDERE TO LORD PORTHURS), 


| es — coming ſa far out of your 1 
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flew like lightning: this converted every ha 
into a Pegaſus; and the earl is inconſolable 
went yeſterday to preach patience to him, hit 
he ſeemed ſhy, and 1 faney, looks on me n 
one of the oppoſite" party. In truth I am not 
greatly concerned. I am ten times more inter 
eſted about Philip and Gertrude, than for al 
my couſins and couſin's couſins. 
Preſent our eompliments to Miſs Belveden; 
tell her lady Porthurſt will accept no apolog 
inſtead of her application to her in every dif- 
culty; and do you, my dear Frank, claim fron 
me, at all times and e ee whatever can 
evince me, ng 


| Yours moſt heartily, 
| »— PORTHURST, 
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I WAS. denten my dear lord, in being 


from home yeſterday, when you had taken 


Hairy 1 
* 
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to inform us of your arrival from France, 
However, I had the ſatisfaction of hearing 
from my daughter, that you and lady Porthurſt 
are well, and had left lady Helen well and 
happy. T he farther pleaſure of ſeeing you, 
and pay ing my reſpects to you, I muſt poſtpone 
till next week, on the firſt fine day of which I 
intend to drive Gertrude to town for that pur- 


pole. 
Nothing unpleaſant has occurred ſince you 


left us. Melros and Miſs Belvedere have been 
occaſionally in company together; and I am 
convinced from his behaviour, and her diſpoſi- 
tion, that they may both be truſted. Vour 
caution to him, on his firſt arrival, has cer- 
tainly had a very good effect; for, with reſpect 
to him, it has made him ſo careful, that Ger- 
trude can never imagine any thing particular 
in his behaviour; and it has given me a degree 

of ſecurity that I could not hope for. - 
The beaus begin to flutter about my girl; 
but I do not believe ſhe yet makes any diſtine- 
tion, I ſuffer her to accept all invitations from 
prudent and. reſpectable people, and to appear 
without her governeſs. Still, however, I re- 
tain Mrs, Thirpley for home-tuition. Indeed, 
nothing but her removing to her advantage, 
eould prevail on her affectionate diſciple to part 
from 


paring to hie to town for the purpoſe of ſulfil- 
ling it. Not indeed only for that purpoſe; it 


mother, -a home and friends; and in her laſt 
letter, ſhe informs us, and deſires we will in- 
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from her: whenever it muſt be, I ſhall find it 
a heart-breaking neceſſity ;—ſhe could ſcarcely 
be more attached to a mother. The taſk of 
weaning ber muſt, I fear, fall on your counteſ;, 
Adieu. Believe me, with proper reſpect and 
gratitude for your friendſhip, ever, 

| - Your moſt obedient, - 
| FRANCIS BELVEDERE, | 


LETTER TXVIII. 

LORD PORTHURST me MR, BELVEDERE, 
Trevelly, 16th April, 1787, | 

Meer willingly, deareſt Frank, do I te- 
mind you of our agreement in the laſt 
exevetfation we had together, and we are pre- 


has at laſt entered lady Helen Storford's head 
that ſhe has a native country, a father and 


form Miſs Belvedere, that under the protection of 
an Engliſh family returning hither, ſhe means 
to ſee the Britiſh ſhores carly in next month. 
it WW. 1 , This 
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This, I ſuppoſe, will be nearly at — 
Mrs. Thirpley's quitting, her charge; and I 
flatter myſelf, that it may be in lady Helen's 
power to aſſiſt in conſoling the weaned child. . 

If you keep your word, you know Gertrude 
is to come to Audley-ſtregt, on the 4th of next 
month, to remain with us till we go to Me. 
Burlew's, and then you reſume the care of her. 
Sir Tancred Wilnor, or rather, I believe, I 
ſhould ſay, the old dowager, could not have. 
contrived. better for you than ſhe has, for Juſt 
at the time of the year when, in my opinion, 
the town is dull, and the country dreary, your 
laſs will find an agreeable retreat with the nu- 
merous family at Gervaiſe. 

I had a letter from Melros the other day, i in 
which he ſpeaks of having renewed; and im- 
proved an acquaintance with Sir Tancred's ſon, 
by being on a viſit in the ſame houſe with him. 
This, I ſuppoſe, you know better than myſelf, 
but I would not, were I you, ſuffer it at all to 
influence my conduct.—I will pledge myſelf 
for Philip, even if he were to meet miſs Bel- 
vedere at the Priory, whither, he tells me he is 
ſtrongly invited by Mr. Wilnor. Gertrude 
las none of that promptitude that endangers 
women ;—ſhe muſt be wooed and won, through 

Vo, I. Gale | Jon, 
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yon, I am ſatisfied, and would never liſten to 

any overtures that had not your ſanction. 

Farewell, till we meet in London. III 281 

can afford to live there, I am never eaſy out of 
| it. T am, however, going to be very prudent, 
and the firſt ſtep towards it is to be viſiting out 
Kentiſh Creaſus.— Tis mortifying—tis wond- 
| | Tous mortifying ; but it cannot be eaſily avoid- 
| ed: fortune has been A long time at odd; 
with me. I do think 1 was born to be poor, bit 
Whether i in affluence or penury, Rill 1 am, with 
an e tenor of affection, 5 


5 Moſt ſincerely your's, - | | 
nt 90} . l  Poxravan 
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Sole. aploic Birkdg Nate 3h June, 1787, 
MY DEAREST MADAM; 

is Aer have quitted ms too ſoon : after al 
your labour, your work is very imperfed 
In one particular it is already apparently ſo, 
even to my own obſervation. You have 0 
:ſofficiently inſtructed me in the virtue of diin- 
tereſtedneſs: I feel the Telfiſh paſſion ſtrong in 


20> + 
” 2 -. 
9 ad 
is, — 
- * »- 


1 
me, and it — te make me unhappy. 


Were it not for this degenerate vice, I ſhould, 
as J ought, rejoĩce at your releaſe from me; 
but not all the ſuggeſtions of my reaſon, not 
all the eon ſideratipns I can array in its aid, will 
effect this purpoſe, or prevent my being ſo un» 
juſt and ſo cruel as to wiſh you here again. I 
think! of Mr. Thirpley's fatigues and hazards, 
during your long ſeparation; I recall to my 
mind your inceflant anxiety about me, in hopes 
of feeling really happy in your abſence ; but 
it will not do I miſs you, and I wiſh for you. 
L returned but yeſterday from my good kind 
lady Porthurſt, who has been fo indefatigable 
in her endeavours to amuſe me, that I have 
often felt aſhamed of not being amuſed; | Lady 
Helen has been at home 'a ' fortnight, and is 
returned from her Gallic reſidence, according 
to the language of the au monde, perfectly 
accompliſhed. - When her ladyſhip left Eng- 
gland, ſhe was little more than a child; ſhe is 
now, — what ſhal! I call her ?-—not a nun 3 
that has too matronly a ſound ;—not a girl; 

that gives too homely an idea; in one word 
then, ſhe is a belle, I know ſhe never was' a 
favourite with you, and that you uſed. to doubt 
der portion of good ſenſe : what improvement 
took 1552 has received, I am not yet able to 
5 L 2 decide; 


and lady Porthurſt, ſeem —— to conſider me 
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decide; but I think you would be charmed 
with her elegant vivacity. Her perſon is beau- 
tiful, far beyond my powers of deſcription; 
grace, eaſe, and finiſhed high breeding, are in 
her manners; and in every motion and action 
I fancy I perceive dignity: blended with ſuch 
enchanting ſweetneſs, and ſo due a proportion 
of whatever is agreeable, -that I own myſelf 
captivated by lady Helen Storſord. Did I owe 
my education to any one but you, I ſhould fay, 
that, wherever I am introduced with her, I can 
ſerve only as a foil to her. Perſonally, I an 
ſure I ſhall be ſo. | You-will fmile at my en- 
thuſiaſtic admiration of my friend—perhaps the 
gratitude due to her, for her uniform conde- 
ſcenſion and kindneſs, may be an excuſe for 
me. Indeed, not only lady Helen, but lor 


1 to them. 

Our ſummer plan is ſettled Gally. In about 
a week, my father will be at leiſure to go into 
Surry, where he purpoſes that we ſhould ſpend 
the months of July and Auguſt, in ſuch amuſe- 
ments and ſociety as dear Aſhholm affords 
Our noble friends ſet out to-morrow for Mr. 
| Burlew's, in Kent, where they ſpend a i 
weeks, and then will honour us with a vilit 


When they quit us, we accept an invitation 
5 ; from 


. 
9 
ve » a 
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from Sir Tanered and lady Wilnor, at Gervaiſe. 
They inſiſt on "my" father's leaving me with 
them till Chriſtmas ; ſo it is agreed, that I am 
to remain there till lord Porthurſt's family come 
out of Cornwall. They will, in their way to 
London, call on me, and take me to town with 
them, Now, what think you of the plan ?—It 
has, in my opinion, all the eſſence of a modern 
novel; ſor here will be meeting, and parting, 
and incidents, and meeting again, 
There is but one article in the ſcheme chat L 
do not admire. I am nearly a total ſtranger in 
the Wilnor family. Sir Tanered and his lady 
I have ſeen once; but the young people, you 
know, I never ſaw; and what I hear of them 
inclines me to think them altogether more re- 
ſpectable than amiable, I am told much of 
their bauteur and antiquated manner, and had 
a hint given me, that the leaſt failure in punc- 
tilio, might deprive me of their favour, With 
this prejudice on my mind, you cannot wonder 
that I look forward with no great delight to the 
time of my vi/itation there. I ſhall be very ſorry 
to offend them ; but I may poſſibly of incognito 
friends, convert a whole family into my ene- 
mies. Theſe fears I have not concealed from 
my father : he laughs at them and me; yet in 
his kind conſideration of my happineſs, he pro- 
AITTI. L3 | miles, 
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miſes, that if I really find the Priory, or the 
Priory-family. unpleaſant, he will, at any time, 
make an excuſe for-fetching me away; ' 
Time is à commodity I | feel at : preſent a 
grievous want of. The good neſs of my friends 
leaves me no leiſure... When. get to Aſhholm, 
1 ſhall de more odious words Iny own 
miſireſa—a ſituation on which many have com- 
plimented and congratulated me. Seriouſly, I 
ſhall not be ſo much hurried, and you may then 
—C to hear again from m. 
When I write to you, pray always fappale I 
| ford compliments to Mr. Thirpley, and that 
my father joins me in them, and a friendly re- 
membrane of you. You ſee I am providing 
far being negligent, and 75 a dare 80 ren 
my dear madam 0 910 82234 
Pad br: For mol agen 21 
2019 0 2: | GERTRUDE —— 
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7.0 U are not at all obliged to me for writs 
ing to you, my Belvedera. Vou will per- 
| haps lay, while, you break the ſeal of thiss 
Well, ſhe is very good indeed to write ſo fopny 
but upon my life you. will be hideouſſy miſ- 
taken; for my ſcribbling at this time is the efy 
fe of downright, ennui, and every word I ſay 
will be dictated by ill humour. I wiſh I couls 
haye prevailed on, my mama to have Jet me 
ſtay with you, as then I ſhould have {eſcaped 
the moſt horrid, purgatory that ever mortal hody 
endured, | Whoever catches me again, viſiting 
old bachelor-uncles, ſhall have my; free leave 
to call me a dowdy. It is inſupportable 3 yaw 
can haye no idea of any thing ſo gloomy.z—and 
to me too, who am. juſt come. from dear Paris, 
that centre of all that is brilliant and enchant- 
ing, it is racks and tortures. But I may rave 
for an hour, and ſtill leave Foy in the dark as 
| abe n my raving. 


believe there is none in this country ;—not x 


eternity, but there is nobody to dreſs for, nor 
to look at you when you are done, except a fey 


- puniſhed for -my preſumption, by getting wet, 


( 


A heavy rain accompanied us, all the way 
from town, and we have not had fix hours 
ſunſhine ſince we came here; conſequently we 
do not go out for pleaſure, and as for buſmeſ1, | 


PY _ r enn A. uct 


ſhop within a thouſand leagues where one could 
demoliſh half an hour in rumaging a drawer 
of ribbons or laces. Indeed ſuch things here 
would be uſeleſs; you may dreſs and dreſs to 


clowns, who ſtare at every decent creature in 
petticoats, as if ſhe were a bear or a tyger. 
Once I have ventured out for a walk, and was 


As I went along, though I choſe the moſt fre- 
quented paths, I met nothing above the rank 
of a farmer, or a farmer's daughter, and they ſo 
tormented me with their bows and curtſies, 
that I wiſhed them all at home, or which was 
the heartier wiſh, myſelf elſewhere. London, 
even at this ſtupid ſeaſon of the year, is better 
than ſuch an odious rural retreat. 

I could perhaps bear the bad weather and de- 
plorable condition of the country, if my unele's 
„ Houſe afforded any thing like pleaſure. How 


much of that ingredles# enters his walls—be- 
Soi A } hold, 
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bold. He is a ſtout hearty man, of, I ſup- 
poſe, near ſeyenty years of age; but is juſt now 
ſoenfeebled by a recent fit of the gout, that, 
go where he will, he muſt be wheeled through 
his journey. His family, when in its natural 
ſtate, conſiſts of Mrs. Deborah, the houſe-xeep- 
er; Martha, the cook; and Alice, the houſe- 
maid. To match theſe, he has three men- ſer- 
vants, Mr. Thomas, who acts as valet, ſteward, 
butler, &c. &c. &c, Peter, the foot - boy, or 
rather the wila- boy; and Obadiah, the maſter 
of the horſe, who can, with equal dexterity, 
ride poſtillion when his maſter ventures to uſe 
the crazy chaiſe, or, which is more his function, 
drive the team at plough. To or three dirty 
pointers, as many hideous terriers, a tabby - cat, 
too old to feed herſelf, and which no body has 
the charity to hang or knock on the head, a 
ſqualling peacock, and a plentiful aſſortment of 
common poultry, pigs, &c. are all the remain- 
ing domeſtics. that J am aquainted with. But 
as my rich, and, conſequently, reſpectable uncle 
wiſhed to make his titled relations welcome, or 
rather, I believe, was prompted by his vanity 
to ſhew that he could be polite even in the 
weald of Kent, he invited two gentlemen and a 
lady to entertain us, which is ſo far from being 
y relief, that I long for nothing, except get- 
Ls ting 
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ting away, ſo much as ſor their departure, 
They are the moſt provoking creatures on earth, 
As for madam, though I ſuppoſe ſhe is under 
forty, the can talk of nothing that is not a hun. 
dred years old, or at leaſt fo old that I know 
nothing about it; and the men are the verieſt 
tramontanes that ever ſpoke. One of them, we 
foon found, had ſpent laſt winter in London, 
and my mama ventured to afk his opinion of 
ſome of the firſt ſingets in the opera there. In- 
Read of appearing charmed with thofe whoſe 
fame had reached even to Paris, he contended, 
that they were inferior to many unnoticed per- 
formers ; and when lady P. afked him how that 
could be, when they were ſo applauded, he re- 
plied, that the judgment of the town had no 
credit with him; for that, to his knowledge, 
the laſt new finger had always been reckoned 
the beſt; for theſe twenty years paſt, He faid, 
that the preſent taſte for muſic was in a great 
meaſure affected, and highly erroneous ; that 
modern ' compoſitions had neither melody nor 
harmony ; and, in ſhort, I ſuppoſe he meant to 
ſay, nobody knew how to compoſe an overture, 
or an opera- air, but himſelf. I thought to hate 
ſtopped his nonſenſical criticiſm, by telling him, 
he was one of the 'railers againſt the preſent 


time, that determine to make all young __ 
$7 | 2 4 a 
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hate them; but this he had the good manner 
to deny; and then bored me with ſuch, a tedi - 
ous detail of the improvements made in arts and 
ſciences, that I wiſhed him dumb, or myſelf 
deaf. The other Hottentot has travelled, and, 
I hoped, as he had ſpent ſome time in P aris, 
that I ſhould. have found amuſement in com- 
paring notes with him; but our knowledge 
would not tally, He could talk moſt learnedly 
of the Abbe Fontana, and Fourgroy's ſtupid lec: 
tures, of which ſubject .I boaſted myſelf more 
ignorant than I really am, on purpoſe to mortify 
bim. + 

The belle of this triwmgirates who, is the 
wife of one, and the ſiſter of the other tramon+ 
dane, is, I ſuppoſe, a very accompliſhed caunty 
| lady. She made fome overtures to converſa- 
tion once, by aſking if I had read ſome book 
I forget the title, As ſhe would not talk to 
me in my way, I was determined: not to indulge 
her oratory; fo I very gravely told her I ſhould 
not make books my amuſement, till I had loſt 
my reliſh for livelier pleaſure. She bas, I find, 
two children, for whoſe uſe ſhe is writing What 


the calls the elements of geography, aftronowy, 


grammar, &c. I begged, when I had heard 
my uncle commend one of theſe notable va» 
n which ſhe has juſt finiſhed here, that] 

6 might | 
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| might ſee it. She condeſcended, after a world 
of apologies for putting ſuch a thing into my 
hands, and I had the ſuperlative felicity of pe- 
ruſing the ſublime compoſition, It was vaſtly 
pious; vaſtly inſtructive, __— vaſtly A 
but, entre nous, vaſtly dull. | 

To fill up my horrid vacuity of time, 1 ive tried 
what the library could afford me, and, having no 
living companions, I ſought for deceaſed ones; 
but 1 might as well have viſited the church- 
yard: all was dumb and inanimate, A heap 
of folios !—all the duodecimos out of my reach! 
I turned away from the ſhelves, not that the 
grapes were ſour, but that I could not think of 
riſquing my neck to procure certain diſappoint- 
One day we have dined out; but even in that, 
there was no relief. Elections, canals, agricul- 
ture, horſes, ploughs, hunting, courſing, &c. 
were the male topics, and the female, fuch as | 
ſcorned to liſten to. I have but one conſola- 
tion ;—lord and lady P. are as weary as myſelf, 
and I heard my papa juſt now proteſt he would 
be gone as ſoon as he decently could, Mama 
is as much diſguſted; but ſhe preaches tolera- 
tion. Would to Heaven the old man had no 
money, and then we would not worſhip him 35 


* Indians do the devil. I do not think b 
muc 
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much admires me. He told me yeſterday, that, 
with all the pains I took, I ſhould never be 
half ſo handſome as lady P. was at my age, I 
will not tell you what was my reply; I was 
provoked, and very ſaucy.  - 

The dinner-bell ſummons me. I hate the 
ſound of it. The roaſt beef ſcents the houſe ; 
and every thing comes to table fo in the groſs, 
that when I have ſmelt and ſeen the dinner, I 
am ſatisfied. ' A rap at the door. Come in. 
Enter Peter, —Your' ladyſhip, dinner's ben 
up. Served up indeed] ſuch ſerving up! I 
am coming, Peter. So adieu, my dear Bel. for 
the preſent, O that I were with you relating 
all my grievances | But whether 4 2h Bo 
il penferoſo, believe me, * 7 

* deer your? 
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Ts Goihing ſtroke is put to our prepara» | 
tions, and in leſs than an hour we ſhall 

ſet off for Aſhholm. Dearly as I love that ro- 
were it not for the proſpect of entertaining my 
honoured friends there, I loſt my mother be- 
fore I knew I had one; but the filial affection 
ſill remained in my breaſt, and made me re- 
gard, firſt Mrs. Sale, and then Mrs. Thirpley, 
as my parent. I ſhall, therefore, in returning 
to Aſhholm alone, feel as if my mother had 
died ſince I left it. But I will not indulge 
ſuch thoughts. I ſhall ſoon have the ſatisfac- 
tion of my dear lady Helen's company; and in 
her vivacity, and the kindneſs of lord and lady 
Porthurſt, I ſhall bury as much of this remem- 
brance as is painful. 
That your Kentiſh excurſion would not be 
very agreeable, you know we predicted; and 
really, it has not only verified, but ſurpaſſed 
our predictions. Bad weather, and duil com- 


pany, 
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pany, are inſupportable together, and, in m 
opinion, far worſe than ſolitude; for diſagrees 
able people are reſtraint ſufficient to prevent all 
one's accuſtomed amuſements, and they bring 
nothing to atone for the interruption. 
But to tell you ingenuouſty a truth, I begin 
to have my apprehenſions, that you may be as 
much diſguſted, and more diſappointed in your 
viſit here. Should the weather continue rainy, 
our pleaſures will be-confined ; and the fituas 
tion of my father's houſe is calculated for ſuns» 
ſhine, _ I believe the ſiner the country, the more 
dreary it appeats in bad weather. A houſe in 
the principal ſtreet of a market-town, though 
it may have no rural recommendation, is ſel- 
dom intolerably gloomy; but all the beauties 
of a ſolitary dwelling, in the middle of a woody = 
park, muſt be eclipſed by a cloudy day. 

You muſt not, however, my dear lady He- 
hy miſunderſtand me. Though I wiſh to 
forewarn, I do not mean to deter you, You 
have been happy at Aſhholm; but that was 
when neither of us were capable of drawing 
compariſons. | In the ſelſiſn conſolation; that, 
at all events, I ſhall have your company, I wait 
with impatience to hear what day lord and lady 
Porthurſt name for coming hither, For two 


reaſons I long to have it determined. The one 
iy is, 
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time to get a few hundred forms to you, engra- 


tag”) 

155 that my beloved friend may ſee the limits 
of her preſent ſufferings; the other, that I may 
regale, by anticipation, on * em of ts 
ing ei bas te. 22 

The ſound of the hat hon me nd 
— Farewell London, and its gay delights! My 
pleaſures have flown, before me, and I muſt wait 
for their joining me, till I have the honour of 
aſſuring my kind, my condeſcending friend, 
that I am, with every ſentiment of gratitude 
to tho earl and counteſs, moſt refpefully 
Her "_ and very humble ſervant 
R. 190762 8 — BELVEDERE, 


"LETTER LXXIL 


LADY "HELEN STORFORD ro MISS BEL- 
8 VEDERE, a _— 


14 * | I June. 


MA DAM, 
AM I to write in the ug ale of your po 


lite letter? If I am, you muſt give me 


ved like cards of thanks for enquiries, with 


blank ſpaces to be filled up at pleaſure. It. 
will 
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will be impoſſible for me to keep up to this ce 
remonious dialect, if my letters agg to be of my 
own compoſition. I feel” ſo petrified by the 
words honour, and concleſcending, and obliged, and 
bumble, that J really rm eee eee 
politely enough to miſs Belvedere, 7 © 7 

- But joking apart, or rather, nor th bo ws! tes 
rious, how can you, mia bella, treat me ſo? Sure- 
ly you forget that I am your friend, your He- 
len, or elſe why all this ſtuff of ceremony? It 
might do very well when our letters were to 
be overlooked: by our governeſſes, and we were 
learning forms of reſpect; but that time of ty- 
ranny, thank Heaven, is over. Be guilty then 
of this fault again, and you forfeit my friend - 
ſhip for ever. Friendſhip, like the grave, gam- 
ing, or a country dance, levels all diſtinction. 
I am peſtered: ſufficiently with my ladyſhip, I 
aſſure you. If I have one nominal advantage, 
you have another, far more ſubſtantial: — the 
linews of war, my dear, are your's; and, be- 
lieye me, a hanł · note is a much lighter, as well 
4 Warmer covering, than à bauble of a coronet. 
Now to buſineſs 3 for I have much to ſay :>102 

Such a change ! ſuch a+ revolution Huch 
good fortune fince 1 wrote ! . My, ſweet Bel» 
vedera, I; muſt tell you all in a minute, for 1 
haye no time to ſpate. The day after kw 
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to you, the trio I deſcribed, - packed up theiy 
baggage and gecamped for Norfolk ; a meſſage 
having informed them that either miſs or maſ- 
ter, no matter which, was ſick. Away poſted 
ſir and madam, and madam's brother too, 1 
fancy he was a little afraid to truſt his heart 
with me, when there was nobody beſides him- 
ſelf to look after it. Well, it was moſtſ de 
lightfully dull, as you may ſuppoſe, ben there 
was only my old great uncle to entertain us, 
and nobody to entertain him. I hoped this 
would quite exhauſt the patience of thoſe whoſe 
motions were to regulate mine, and it did ſo ef - 
ſectually; but, had not the goddeiſs Fortune 
befriended me, I ſhould have gained little by 
this improvement of our ſituation, except a mote 
complete conviction of the miſery of it. 
The day after we were thus left to enjoy the 
charms of the place, my father and Mr. Bur- 
lew had a long converſution together: het 
was dhe topic I cannot tell; but 1” ſoon” after 
pereeived a coolneſs between them; and, in the 
afternoon, lord P. ſet off for London. Our 
condition was now not to be borne. I told my 
mama I eould not endure it: the ſaid we muſt, 
for a little while ; for that my uncle had been 
fo much diſpleaſed, that if we left the houſe 


now, the breach would never be cloſed; What 
* 15 
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is that to me? thought I, all I want;is to get 
out of the houſe at any rate. I could not pre- 
vail on her to tell me the cauſe of the diſputes 
I ſuppoſe it was politics. Early in the evening 
Iſhammed headrach, went to my room, and di- 
verted myſelf in talking over my grievances 
with my maid; but in the. forenoon of the next 
day, all my maladies were healed, andemy ſpi- 
tits reſtored, by dear  colanel Branlyffe. He 
nd lady Lucy remained at Paris, when I left 
it, and I had no idea of their returning to Eng- 
land this year. Judge then what was my ſur- 
priſe at ſeeing him in the Weald, and my joy 
when he offered to releaſe, me, if I would go 
back in the phacton with him. He had heard, 
by chance, from captain Melros, that we were 
at Burlew's, and now came to invite us to his 
houſe. at Vale Oſier, but twelve miles from m 
uncle s. The old gentleman aſſed him to Hay 
dinner, which I was very glad of, as it as ãn 
a tete- d- tete that he offered me liberty, and. I 
tid not well khow how to diſcloſe my intention 
of accepting the precious gift. This difficulty 
he got over, by» bluntly telling Mr. Rurlew 
chat he ſſiould carry me away. Mama did not 
Wok pleaſed. She had herſelf declined the in- 
tation to his houſe} and; I ſuppoſe, did not 
inagine he would take. one of us without the 
90 other. 
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636 
other. Uncle remonſtrated pettiſly; but al 
did not availy my ehampion was' reſolute ; we 
rode off in triumph, and J have now been three 
days in the Elyſian-fields Hoe 
M Branlyſfe and Lucy are kotehurbeing p 
ple. They have not been married Jongeenough 
to be tired of each other, and their whole buſi 
neſs is fo make time paſs agreeably. You will, 


therefore, my dear, believe me now in my pro- 


per element. Dejeunts, morning concerts, large 
companies to dinner, evening balls, &. are to 
amuſe us. We have in contemplation a maſ- 
qued ball, 41 freſco, for the next moonlight 


night, and Lucy is very buſy in converting the 


lawn behind the houſe into an amphitheatre 
for the purpoſe. © They are never without ſtran- 


gets in the houſe, and the neighbourhood 


abounds! with kindred ſoùls; ſo that, I aſſure 
you, the ſociety of this place is as agreeable 
now, as it could be at any of eee 
Nas N or bee od 80 yh 

Lam quite as much engaged 4s dreſs and 


amuſements as in the ſpring in London. I have 


been abliged to ſend for à great. deal of my 
town finery, and my millener and maritua- 
maker are in full employ for me. It is really 
quite delightful. I with I had you here to en- 


Joy it with me; eee 
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do not know whether yoꝝ would quite enjoy it; 
you would ſay, that it is not like living in the 
country» Indeed it is not very rural to be always 
drefling and racketing; but it is very pleaſant, 
My romantic pleaſures. are to commence when 
I come to you, which, I believe, I ſhall ſtill do 
very willingly, Do not ſuppoſe I ſhall think 
Aſhholm dull: novelty will make any thing, 
but Mr. Burlew's cabin, agreeable to me. 

We dined. yeſterday at an Eaſt-India, gover- 
| nor's, and had a glorious dance in the evening. I 
met there captain Melros; he enquired after 
you, and begged me, as I ſaid I ſhould write to 
you to day in a frank, to encloſe, the letter I 
ſend with this, to his mother, who is moſt un- 
fortunately, circumſtanced, having been taken 
ſo ill on the road, in her way home from a viſit 
to a friend, that ſhe could get no farther than 
your village. Melros was quite out of ſpirits 
yeſterday about ĩt; for he bad received the news 
in the morning, and buſineſs called him to Lon- 
don in the evening, ſo that he could not ſee his 
dear mama, He is a moſt agreeable man. There 
is ſo much that is good and pleaſing in bim, 
that, I declare, I am quite fond of him. I do 
believe, when I have nothing better to amuſe , 
me, I ſhall try if I cannot add him to my chain 
eee 3 not, truſt me, that I would, bring 
5 an 
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an amour with him to the folemn Anale, He 
muſt be, like my gloves, or my feathers, on and 
off at pteafure: But I think-my vanity; woul | 
be more gratified by his ſighing for me, than 
of any thing T know of 3” for he is all that 
© youthful mſels fancy when they love. 
Strileing in his perſon, elegunt in his manners, 
brave in the field, brilliant in converſation, 
good natured, lively, generous and a cap- 
tain in a very well dreſſed regiment!. In my 
admiration of him, I feur I bave omitted to 
ay, that he degs you will do bim the favour to 
let one of your fervants deliver. 7 letter to 
Afrs/Melros7© 9 07 460 
I have goffiped. with yoo W (ht 1 _ 
drefs in haſte.” I do not know how you and 
other people contrive; but, for my own part, 
am always in a hurry, and yet always too late, 
Adieu for the preſent: May be I may fcrav! 
A little more in the evening, "_— 2 ay 
Gionet- "company cod. Dua cgu⁰j,o)G ons 511 
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212 L dg Sld ssi Refi n night. 
Minne hoft Branlyffe ſeainpeied to-day to Mr, 
Putlews, ſolely to ſettle with lady P. how we 
ate to act. By a note ſhe returhed, 1 find my 
papa will go no more to that miſerable abode, 
He and uncle arg at daggers drawing.“ Mama 
fg | perceives 
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perceives it is impoſſible to bring about a re- 


conciliation, and is in doubt whether ſhe ſhall 
leave the* houſe, or ſtay longer there. I can- 
not yet learn the cauſe of this formidable rup- 
ture; but 1 ſhall perhaps ſoon know it, for 
lady P. fays ſhe will write again when ſhe has 
adjuſted het plan of operations. Sleep bids me 
leave off. J can ſcaree keep my! „ _ 
ur pr n my dear Bel, 
| Tour“ molt uſfetionately, 2 4 
n Helen, SroxronD, 


MR, BELVEDERE TO LORD 5 robtitortr; 


* 1 1 #1548 + MS... 


— AN Art 17 _ 
MY DEAR LORD, ' | - 61 39.5 
] DID not expect, when I nals amok 


a few hours ago, that I ſhould ſo ſoon find 


it neceſſary to apply to you; but an accident 

has happened, on which I muſt conſult you with 

all poſſible diſpateh, or the miſchief it threatens 

may be confirmed. | I have given the bearer di- 

rections to loſe no * 0 he will wait for 

— anſwer, DIe een IJ 13 
1 believe 
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-- I believe I told you this morning, that I had 
Hept in town laſt night, for the firſt. time ſince 
my daughter had been wholly her own miſtreſs, | 
When returned hither to dinner, ſhe was juſt 
come in from a walk. I aſked her where ſhe 
had walked, and was anſwered by her, in 2 
manner and with a countenance that ſhewed WW 
her much pleaſed, and that ſhe expected I ſhould 
be equally ſo, that ſhe had ſpent the morning 
in our village, where ſhe had made an ac-uaint- 
ance with a lady whom the hoped I would ſuf- 
fer her to relieve from a very diſtreſſing ſitua- 
tion. I could not but commend the benevo- 
lent zeal ſhe manifeſted, and was all attention 
to her ſtory. The perſon. ſhe. has made this 
acquaintance with, is, moſt . untowardly, no 
other, than Mrs. Melros, who, it ſeems, in | 
crofling this c county, was taken ſo violently ill 
as to be unable to proceed beyond Aſhholm, 
' Your lady Helen it is, who has very innocentiy 
brought about this interview. At a gentle- 
man's houſe, in the neighbourhood of colonel 
Branlyffe's, ſhe met Philip. They naturally 
talked together of abſent friends and connexions, 
and amongſt the reſt of Gertrude; and their 
converſation ended in a requeſt, from him to 
lady Helen, that, as ſhe. meant to write to my 
girl the next day, ſhe would incloſe to her 4 
ovoiled [ letter 
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letter for Mrs. Melros, and ſend it to hes by-e 
ſervant. This was no more than was juſtifi- 
able and proper in your young lady; nor can 1 
at all blame mine, who, in the exceſs of her 
good-nature and good-breeding, imagining it 
not ſufficiently reſpectful to employ a ſervant, 
carried the letter herſelf, found out Mrs. Mel- 
ros, delivered it to her, and perceiving the 
lonelineſs of her fituation, ſpent the n 
the morning with her. 

When I had heard this, the navicid tickiion 
of guilt made me dread, leſt Mrs. Melros 
ſhould have been imprudently communicative; 
but this fear was ſoon removed, and I am ſatiſ- 
hed Gertrude knows nothing I could wiſh con- 
cealed from het From my ſoul, I pity the 
poor woman ſhe was fo miſtakenly kind to: 
what muſt - Mrs. Melros's ane have been 
during the viſit! VI b 

Were this all, and were Mrs. Melros able 
to continue her journey, nothing ferious could 
be apprehended 3 but the misforturie is, that 
be is too weak to be moved, and that Ger- 
rude's pity is ſo much intereſted for her, and 
ſhe is ſo pleaſed with her, that ſhe will not reſt 
till ſhe has found her a more comfortable ſitu- 
ation than the inn ſhe is at now. It would 
be extremely irkſome to me, after I have ſo re- 
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peatedly given my daughter permiſſion to 28 
for herſelf without reſtraint, and aſter having 
frequently chid her for poſtponing every thing 
for my conſent, to be obliged to thwart her in 
the firſt inſtance of ber giving way to her be. 
neyolent diſpoſition ; and yet how to avoid it, 
is difficult to diſcover. I am perſuaded nothing 
will fully ſatisfy ber, but inviting her ney 
friend hither ;—a meaſure. I cannot, in com- 
mon prudence, agree to, even if I could ma- 
nage ſo as to be abſent all the time of | her ſtay, 
Tell me then, my dear friend, you, who 
know every fear and doubt that I entertain, 
what ſhall I do, in this embarrafling caſe ?—-l 
think 1 could venture to promiſe for myſelf, 
that I will be guided by your counſel, with 
the exception only of your adviſing- what you 
muſt be convinced I never will do. On pre- 
tence of wearineſs, and the neceſſity of writ- 
ing to you about very urgent buſineſs, I hare 
avoided ſaying any thing concluſive on this 
ſubject, to my daughter; but, longer than till 
the morning, her anxiety for Mrs, Melros wil 
not ſuffer her to remain quiet. 
I fear this will reach you at a very unſeaſon- 
able hour; but diſpatch is of importance to me. 


Adieu. Pity my diſtreſs ;—extricate me fron 
it 


— 


( „ 


it; if you ean, and believe me, with all poſe 
n a ſincerity, | Hat - 
gd 9115 ur very de | 

40 FAN iG BELVEDERE. 
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LETTER TLXXIV. 


MISS BELV EDERE TO MBs. THIRPLEY. | 


| Aſpbolm- park, 2760 Fane, i737. 
15 « Tis the cloſe of the day, and the hamlet is ſtill.“ 


M* father ſtaid in town laſt night for the 
firſt time, (not much to my joy), and re» 
turned to dinner to-day ; but he is ſo much 
tired, and ſtill ſo much occupied, that he can- 
not indulge me with his company. He is now, 
| believe, writing to lord Porthurſt, and I ſhalk 
deguile the interval in writing to you. 
We have been here ever ſince Wedneſday 
and till to-day, I have felt completely uncom- 
| fortable in my lonely ſituation; for lonely 1 
feel it, though all my neighbouring friends 
have been affiduous in their congratulations on 
my arrival, You will aſk, what charm in the 
paffing day, has entitled it to an exception :—1 
M 2 will 
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will tell you? for you muſt participate all my 
felicities, or they will be no felicities to me. 

I received yeſterday, a very affectionate let. 
ter from lady. Helen, in which, amongſt other 
things that I muſt ſpeak to by-and-by, ſhe 
deſires me to ſend à ſervant with a letter 
captain Melros had requeſted her to incloſe in 
her frank, to his mother, who has been ſtopped 
in a journey by ſevere indiſpoſition, and is 
now confined to her chamber, at the ſorry inn 
in Aſhholm. The circumſtance was a call on 
one's attention, I thought, to do ſtrictly as ! 
was requeſted, would be ſcarcely reſpectful 
enough ; and as my father was not at home to 
wilh for my being there, and I had nothing to 
tempt me to any particular place, I took one of 
the footmen, and ſauntered, after breakfaſt this 
morning, into the village. I found Mrs, Mel- 
ros alone, in her uncomfortable abode, juſt 
well enough to keep out of her bed, but ſcarcely 
able to ſtand ;—ſo much has an illneſs of a few. 
days weakened her. As ſhe travelled without a 
ſervant, ſhe has had nobody to attend her that 
was not quite a ſtranger to her, yet ſhe ſays ſhe 
has. not been neglected, and ſeems inclined to 
make the beſt of her misfortune, —I bad, with 
my name, . ſent up my buſineſs to her, and ſhe 
received me immediately; but, from her ex- 

| treme 
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treme weakneſs; and the novelty of 1a, viſitor in 
ſuch à ſituation, ſhe appeared, on my entering 
her room, ſo extremely hurried and agitated, 
that I almoſt repented my intruſion; and hav- 
ing put her ſon's letter into her hand, would 
haye withdrawn. Though ſhe really could 
hardly ſpeak, ſhe would not let me go: ſhe 
made me underſtand that ſhe ſhould ſoon. get 
the better of her tremor, and begged my par 
tience till it ſubſided. In a few minutes ſhe 
was calm, and in my life'I never was ſo chatm- 
ed with any one at a firſt interview. She is, I 
gueſs, about forty; and if one may judge of 8 
building from its ruins, has been uncommonly 
handſome : her complexion and hair are fair: 
her eyes blue, and piercingly expreſſive; her 
perſon ſeems leſs plump than nature intended 
it, and her countenance bears the appearance 
of afflition 3 her voice, in ſpeaking,” even low 
as ſhe is now, has the greateſt variety of har« 
monious modulation that I ever heard; and 
gentleneſs, good ſenſe, and good nature, ſeem 
to have formed” her temper, If I found het fo 
?preeable under the languor and has 
ſickneſs, what muſt ſhe be in health ? DY 

+ My viſit, which had commenced ee 
laſted till three; and in this time we became 
= well acquainted, and I ſo / intereſted 

M 3 about 
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about her, that my father muſt expect no peace 
till ſhe is put in the beſt way to recover her 
health. He is too bufy, this evening, for me 
to ſay any thing more than I have already, on 
this head; but to-morrow morning, I intend 
to atk him, and I am ſure he will not refuſe me, 
to let me give Mrs. Melros an invitation hi- 
ther, In compliment to captain Melros, even 
if no other conſideration made it proper, this 
— to be ſhewn her. 11 
Thus, I have given you, my dear madam, 
the hiſtory of this little germ of: friendſhip : if 
it ptoſpers, you ſhall be acquainted with every 
leaf and flower it produces:—if it dies, or is 
blighted, I ſhould willingly conceal my mor- 
tification z but I muſt then draw afreſh on your 
kindneſs, to reconcile me to the hee 
ment. 6 If 2 | 
Lady Helen has ; paſſed have time at Mr. Bur- 
lew's moſt unpleaſantly ;—bad weather; no ſo- 
ciety out of the houſe, nor. any thing cheerful 
in it, have ſo diſguſted her, that ſhe has gone 
to her relation, lady Lucy Branlyffe, who is 
unexpeRedly returned from France. She de- 
ſcribes the colonel's villa, at Vale Oſier, as 
the Elyſian- fields. Some coolneſs bas ariſen 
between lord Porthurſt and Mr. Burlew: bis 


| mee is at 9 in town, and lady Helen 
1002 aus 
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ſays, will return no more to her uncle's. As 
matters ſtand; I do not know when to expect 
them here, —I ſhall be heartily glad when they 
come; not ſo much for the ſake of their ſoci- 
ety, though that is always agreeable, as be- 
cauſe they are perſons I love and honour ſo ſin- 
cerely, that I am not quite happy when at 2 
diſtance from them. | 

left Smith in town, and ſhe was married 
the day before yeſterday, Latouche will, 
hope, make her a good huſband. They — 
taken a very pretty houſe in Maddox- ſtreet, 
Hanover- ſquare, part of which they propoſe 
to let in lodgings; and there they will figure 
in their reſpective profeſſions of mantua-mak= 
ing and hair-dreſſing. My new ſervant i is no 
bad ſueceſſor to Smith; but it will be ſome 
time before I ſhall be as =Y attached to her. 

The departing twilight warns me to ſitence, 
With compliments to Mr. Thirpley, and ſin- 
cereſt wiſhes for your happineſs, [ remain, dear 
madam, 

| Your obliged and affectionate, | 
F GERTRUDE BELVEDERE. 
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LETTER LXXV. 
MRS. MELROS TO MR, BELVEDERE. 


_ 27th July, 9 at Night, 

SIR, 
F this moment, my unſteady thoughts 
could not fix on the means I had beſt take, 
to warn you of an accident which may very 
much embarras you. If this finds you at 
home, you will probably have heard from Miſs 
Belvedere, that ſhe has been with me this 
morning, and that I am detained here by 2 
Tudden and violent illneſs ; but ſhe cannot tell 
you, nor can vou conceive, the diſtreſs her 
kindneſs has occaſioned, me: [ hoped, and [ 
took every poſſible precaution to that purpoſe, 
that you would not know of my being in your 
neighbourhood. 1 imagined my ſan in London 
when 1 wrote to him, and could not foreſee 
that my letter would be forwarded to him, 
where he was likely to meet a friend of Mils 
Belvedere's. It is an unfortunate diſcovery, 
and I can no other way atone for the diſturb- 
ance it may have occaſioned you, than by pro- 
- miſing to remove, as ſoon as I-can without 
poſitive hazard of 11 life, and while I am 
1 274 confined, 
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confned, to do whatever you ſhall preſcribe as 
neceſſary to your ſatisfaction. b 
Vour amiable daughter has been laviſh in her 
offers of aſſiſting me in my uncomfortable im- 
priſonment. I am grateful for her goodneſs; 
but I will accept no other teſtimony! of it than 
der viſit, till I have ye: Def and Bur 
directions. 
On one point, perhaps, you are at this mo- 
ment doubtful.—In our long converſation you 
may fear, I revealed more than you would have 
her know. Believe me, I was not for a mo- 
ment off my guard; and that, ſhould you even 
allow her to honour me with another viſit, you 
have no cauſe to apprehend that I would betray 
the father to the daughter, nor that I ſhould 
confide that to a ftranger, which my ſon is, 
and ſhall be as long as it is your pleaſure, ig- 
norant of, She looks on Philip, as a young 
man, in whoſe welfare you voluntarily, and 
for the ſake of his deceaſed father, intereſted 
yourſelf; and me ſhe knows only as his mo- 
ther, I acknowledged having occaſionally been 
in your company, and, I hope, without of- 
tending againſt truth, avoided any diſcloſure 
that could perplex you, or ne Miſs Bel- 
vedere' s CUriofity, 


M 5 Do 
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Do me the favour to let me have a writta 

ir to this, by ſome means, in the morning. 

You will poſſibly think the ſhorteſt and ſaſeſt 
method would be to come to me; but if you 
have any regard to what remains of my peace, 
I conjure you, do not. —Let, me die with the 

ſatisfaction of thinking, that the facrifice 1 
made, on a day I ought to regard with thank- 
fulneſs, as it was voluntary, was complete.— 
I renounced you, and the ſight' of you, and 
though I am convinced that the misfortunes J 
have been chaſtiſed with bave had their proper 
effect on my mind and affections, it is on all 

accounts better that we keep totally aſunder. 
- 'I am, dear fir, 


- Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
DoxorRY MELRos. 


« 
—— — 
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LETTER LXXVI. 


1ORD PORTHURST TO MR. BELVEDERE. 


Audley-ftreet, 27th Tune,—11 P. M. 
. DEAR FRANK, 

OU do not allow me time for due conſider- 

ation; but the beſt immediate advice I can 


give you, you ſhall hape. Were I in your Cit- 
cumſtances, 


N 
cumſtances, I would reſtrain Gertrude's gene- 
rous benevolence in nothing but her wiſh to 
have Mrs. Melros in the houſe with her. 
Should ſhe make this requeſt, you muſt, I 
think, refuſe it; which certainly may be very 
tenderly done, by pointing out to her, the de- 
licate ſituation of a woman who has loſt her 
huſband before her perſonal attractions have de- 
ſerted her. A flight hint of this kind will "A 
ſufficient, if you accompany it th a permiſ- 
ſion to do whatever elſe is agreeable.to her com- 
paſſionate feelings. = 
I am heartily ay my dadghter has 2 | 
however innocently, the cauſe of this difſicul- 
ty, and ſhall be anxious to know how it ter- 
minates. Keep a ſtrict watch, good Belvedere, 
over your heart; believe me, it is a citadel 
much more eaſily fortified in theory, than in 
practice. Vou are under no obligation to fol- 
low my impromptu advice as to your daughter; 
but in this laſt injunction I expect your ac- 
quieſcence, and ſhall demand your obedience, 
to it.—If you take my counſel, let me know 
how it ſerves you ;z—if you do not, let me have 
the ſatisfaction of hearing you had TY n 
adviſer, than Jna> man 


Your very ſincere 3 «ad 
PoRTHURST, 
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you, will not be wanting. — The cantion you 


( 69a ) 


LETTER IxXXVII. 


1 um vor ., | : 
MR. BELVEDERE TO MRS. MELROS. 


_ DEAR MADAM, | | 
[HATEVER | advilities Miſs Belvedere 
offers you, have the ſanction of my per- 
müden; and I ſhall be undeſervedly happy if it 
is in her power to alleviate the inconveniences 
of your abode, or the greater affliction of your 
illneſs. -Of this I am ſatisfied, that her warmeſt 
wiſhes and moſt ftrenuous endeavours to ſerve 


have obſerved, 'and, propoſe to obſerve, I ſhall 
eſteem a favour.— That you ſhould be fo near 
me, fo cireumftanced, and yet uninvited to this 
place, is a ſeverer mortification to me, than you 
can imagine: I curſe my own folly whenever 


F thifk how it deprives me of the pleaſure of 


entertaining you under my-roof, I obey you 
in your deſire that we ſhould keep aſunder ; but 
it is only becauſe you deſire it. I am certain 
we might meet as long-parted friends, and be 
unconſcious that there ever was any other at- 


tachment to unite us. Till you are convinced 
« I | f of 
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400 0 my pen alone muſt aſſure you, * 

have not a more diſintereſted friend than 
Vour we mn. 1nN9IAans 

' FRANCIS nnn 


LETTER Nenn 1 115 
MISS DELVEDERE T0: LADY na 
90, , 8 3 on 
ad... AO JON - | S. 
' Afsholm-park, — Fe, 4 
Ted not for the world give my dear lady 
Helen juſt cauſe to complain of me, which 
indeed 1 think I ſhould do, were I ever to for- 
get, or to appear to forget, that Providence has 
made a wide difference in our ſtations. Affa- 
dility and condeſcenſion are the graces of no- 
bility ; but there would be little room to diſ- 
play them, if thoſe, for whoſe convenience they 
are exerciſed, were to aſſume a boldneſs and 
arrogance which denied ſuperiority. In one 
point, I admit lady Helen and myſelf are 
equals;—we are, I hope, equally deſirous of 
doing what is right, and ſhunning what is 
wrong; but, in other reſpeQs, chere lies he- 
ne tween 


ate my very dear lady Helen —as dear to me as 
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tween-us all that difference which diſtinguiſhes 
the daughter of ah-earl;:: deſcended: from an 
ancient and honourable family, from the daugh- 
ter of a banker, who is the firſt of his family 
that ever roſe to opulence. Do not be offended, 
my deareſt lady Helen, at my rather juſtifying 
my own opinion, than adopting your's. To 
paſs through life with ſatisfaction, I muſt con- 
ſult my reaſon, abide by its deciſions, and ſeek 
the approbation of my own heart, This [ 
could: never enjoy, if I deviated: from propriety; 
nor ſhould I value, as I ought, the bleſſing of 
your friendſhip, if I did not conſider how much 
you enhance the obligation by your condeſcen- 
ſion. Surely qove and reſpect are not incongru- 
ous? —ſurely you would think me leſs deſerving 
of your kindneſs, if I could fo err as to receive 
it as my due? The deference: I owe. to your 
rank, does not ia the leaſt diminiſh the love [ 
owe to yourſelf ;'; you are lady Helen; but you 


if we had been born on an equality. This de- 
claration will, I truſt, ſatisfy that anxiety of 
friendſhip your firſt paragraph manifeſts, = 
which, however ſorty I am to occaſion, It 
confeſs gives me pleaſure, | +, + 

I congratulate you on your eſcape. from the 


* houſe: off ſpleen, and on your: felicities at Vale 


11333 O ſier. 
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Oſer. But when can I expect to ſee: you? 
You will have taſted. the Circean, cup, and it 
will be impoſſible for me to reclaim. you. We 
muſt wait the arrival of ſome Ulyſſes among 
you, to diſſolve the enchantment and free the 
enchanted. I wiſh. I could obliterate that part 
of your letter which tells me of a diſagreement 
between lord_Porthurſt and Mr. Burlew. Fa- 
mily breaches are, in my idea, tremendous. 

If you ſee captain Melros again, do me the 
favour to make my acknowledgments to him, 
for the opportunity his letter afforded me of in- 
troducing myſelf to his mother. I find her al- 
ready a moſt agreeable acquaintance, and pro- 
miſe myſelf many advantages, if I can attract 
her friendſhip. She is recovering her health, 
though flowtly. I am trying to prevail on her 
to continue near me; but am yet doubtful of 
my ſucceſs. 

My, father ye, Well, ſurely, now. you have 
Mrs, Melros to amuſe you, you will. let lady 
Helen enjoy herſelf, without interruption, at 
Vale Ofier, I am ſo unreaſonable, that I can 
ſee no reaſon in his argument; for, ſince I 
haye had this addition to my pleaſures, I have 
wiſhed more than ever for you, becauſe I think 
you would be as much captivated, with my 
new | acquaintance, as T am. But I muſt not 

urge 
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urge this :—you are certainly happy in colonel 
Branlyffe's family; and to amuſe and entertain 
you properly, is much more in their Four 
Wit — 1 nde l. 

5 Tout ur obliged and create 
| SGenrxvbr DILVEVERL 
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MR. eee TO 1 LORD PORTHURST, 
-01q te (99 OTE uf 5 1787 


ob: 


1 my art LokD, 

HAVE followed the advice you gave me, 
. and ſee no cauſe to doubt the efficacy of 
your impromptu judgment. Juſt after I di 
patched my laſt to you, I had advice of my 
daughter's new connection , from Mrs, Melros 
 herfelf, who, with equal candor and propriety 
of conduct, referred it to me to determine, 
whether their firſt interview ſhould be their 
laſt, or their caſual acquaintance proceed. 
ſatisfied her, that I approved what Gertrude had 
done, and would ſanction whatever ſhe might 
do; and have convinced "Gertrude; that, cir- 
cumftanced a as Mrs, Melros and myſelf are, an 


* invitation 
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invitation hither would ſubject us to the ſuſpi- 
cion, if not the cenſure of the rural world, 
whoſe eyes are generally fixed on what is done 
in the largeſt houſe in every hamlet. 

Her fondneſs for her new friend is ſuch as 
would make it cruel to endeavour their ſepara= 
tion; and J have reaſon to think Mrs. Melros 
no leſs attached to my girl. Gertrude has al- 
moſt prevailed on her to ſpend the ſummer in 
dur neighbourhood, and has found out for her | 
a very pretty ſmall houſe on the edge of the 
common, within a ſhort diſtance of this place. 
Mrs, Melros, ſhe tells me; is much better. I 
have not yet ſeen her; and though it is im- 
poſſible for me to promiſe, that ſhe ſhall re- 
main during the ſummer,; here, without my 
ſceing her, yet, I aſſure you, I will never viſit 
her but in the preſenceof Gertrude, or yourſelf, 
if you will come to us; nor will I ever meet 
her purpaſely When I am alone, nor writs to 
her on any ſubject that I doubt whether you 
would approve. This promiſe I can engage 
to perform; for I can think of her with Teſs 
pain than ever, and with no other Wen 
than that of friendſhip. 1”) 

_ Philip's viſiting his mother will be uni 
inconvenience to be apprehended ; but even 
this, gives me no uneaſineſs, when I recollect 

= your 


6258) 


your: opinion of his integrity. If I perceive 
any thing I could wiſh not to perceive, I muſt 
concert with you a ſcheme, for removing my 


daughter. It will be eaſy to allure her to make 


an excurſion, or to viſit ſome. of ber friends, if 
I tell her that her doing ſo would give me plea- 
ſure, There is no difficulty in governing her 
gentle ſpitit; the matter of Rieser is to do it 
without wounding it. 
I I ſhall be in town in a few days ; til when, 


'J am, with proper raſpeſts to lady Porthurk, 


my dear lord, | 
Your ee friend, 
FRANCIS BL LVR DERL. 
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_ M189 BELVEDERE' ro! MRS. THIRBLEY. 


oY 296225Ww 234ued. 1 3803 Rojaut yas ny 
236909, 0162 1 | Hfbholm, 2d July, 1787. 
2 DEAR MADAM, 4 62 1 101 0 

AM juſt now ſull of buſineſs, and buſibeſz 


I can tell you, ſuch as I never before was en · 


Lhd 


gaged in. I haye taken a ready-furniſhed houſe 


for three months, and I think have made an 


clan bargain for it. Lou know the houſe 
perfectly 
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perſectly well :—it is the little white houſe on 
the common, that Mrs. Sale lived in when ſhe 
took care of me : you remember it I am ſure; 
you uſed to ſee it from your room window, by 
looking over the coppice-gate,, This pretty 
ruſtic habitation! will ſuit my convenience ad- 
mirably, and I hope to ſpend many happy hours 
By this time I ſuppoſe, you have either 
found me out, or determined my head is turned. 
Leſt the latter opinion ſhould predominate, I 
muſt add, that this dwelling is not for myſelf ; 
it is for Mrs, Melros, whom my intreaties have 
prevailed on to remain at Aſhholm till I am to 
go into Suſſex, - I ventured to aſk my father's 
leave to invite her hither, that is to ſays to the 
park; but he ſoon ſhewed me it could not be 
prudently done. He has, however, acquieſced 
in, and indeed promoted every other ciyility 1 
can pay. to her, and I am perfectly contented. 
The houſe ſhe will be in, is at a very trifling 
liſtance from us, and I ought to ſacrifice a little, 
tather than offend the goddeſs of decorum. I 
was at firſt rather fearful that Mrs. Melros 
night think me inconſiſtent, after I had pro- 
feſſed the concern I really felt for her, in not 
following it by a requeſt to her to remove þis 
| ther 3 


expence, and have one of her ſervants from 
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wer; but her own good ſenſe laid all in ex 
cuſe for me that J could have ſaid for myſelf, 
and, as if ſhe knew what was paffing in m 
mind, the has, with all poſſible politeneſs, hinted 
to me to-day, that the method I have taken to 
accommodate” her during her ſtay here, is the 
only one ſhe could, with ſatisfaction to herſelf, / 
have adopted. She will live entirely at her on 


S ö 


Hampſtead, which is her home; but this ſepa- 
ration of families will not, I hope, preclude 
me from the pleaſure of no and _ antici- 
pating her wants. 
© She is almoſt recovered head dab e e 
the air of this place ſeems congenial to her de- 
Heate frame. I can already diſcover her to be 
2 molt valuable woman, and am almoſt tempted 
to-rejoice in the accident that ſtopped her, 
Even when I go to town again, I ſhall retain 
her; for "Hampſtead is Within à ſociable diſ- 
tance of London, and I intend to fee her 2 
often as I can; When I have farther inveſti- 
gated her character and attainments, you ſhall 
hear more of her. I am beyond meaſure charm- 
ed with her manners and appearance, and every 
| hour's converſation improves my regard for her. 


I cannot at preſent divert my thoughts to a) 
1. other 
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other ſubject, nor conveniently write more on 
this, for the carriage waits to take me to my 
novel friend. We are going together for an 
airing to Pains-hill. Till I can be more ex- 
plicit, give me credit for being 
Your very affectionate 
GERTRUDE BELYEDERE, 


END OF VOL. 1. 


